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THE SCOTTISH ORNITHOLOGISTS’ CLUB 


The SOC was formed in 1936 with the aim of encouraging ornithology in 
Scotland. The Club has nearly 3,000 members and 13 Branches around 
Scotland. Each Branch has a programme of lectures during the winter and ~ 
field trips throughout the year. The Club organises an annual weekend 
conference in the autumn and a one-day birdwatchers’ conference in the 

spring. 


Up until the end of 1985, the Club’s journal Scottish Birds was published 
quarterly and the Scottish Bird Report published annually in November. 
From 1986 a new format Scottish Birds, still containing papers, articles, and 
short notes on Scottish ornithology, will be published twice a year in June 
and December. In 1986 the Scottish Bird Report (for 1985) will be included 
in the December issue of Scottish Birds. A new publication SOC News will 
be launched in 1986. This quarterly newsletter will be published in March, 
June, September and December and will contain short articles and news 
about birds and birdwatching in Scotland as well as details of Club 
activities. ; 


The SOC’s offices, Library and Bird Bookshop are located in Edinburgh. 
The Waterston Library is the best ornithological reference library in 
Scotland and is open during office hours, (Monday to Friday, 9am to Spm) 
or at other times by arrangement with the Ne 


The Bird Bookshop is run by the Club for the benefit of ornithology in © 
Scotland. It is one of the world’s leading ornithological and natural history 
booksellers carrying a stock of nearly 700 titles. Its business is primarily 
mail order with a significant proportion of overseas orders. 


Membership of the SOC is open to anyone interested in Scottish 
ornithology. The current (1985/86) annual membership subscription rates 
are: . : | 


Adult pos O55 Be isa ada nee aan archon ene £10.00 
Junior (under 18, or student under 25).................04. £4.00 
Family (husband & wife, & children under 18) .......... £14.50 

Life: Individual .... £200.00 Family... Anccess £300.00 


Pensioner: Individual... £6.00 Family:..3.25. 0.383008 £8.50 


Further details of the Club and its activities, membership application forms 
and copies of the latest Book Catalogue are obtainable from: The Scottish 
Ornithologists’s Club, 21 Regent Terrace, Edinburgh EH7 5BT. (Tel. No. 
031-556 6042) 
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INTRODUCTION 

Following the success of last year’s report, some further changes have been 
incorporated in the 1984 SBR. Contributors of both drawings and 
photographs have been very generous with their submissions, and a Rarity 
Description section has been included. A ringing report for Scotland should 
follow next year. As always, I would be very grateful for continued 
submissions of drawings, photographs (or transparencies), and rare bird 
descriptions (where these relate to Ist to Sth records for Scotland). 
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1984 — The Year’s Events 

309 species were recorded in Scotland during 1984, and another bird new to 
Scotland, Common Yellowthroat, was one of the 53 rarities occurring. 
However, the year opened quietly with few surprises, although some very 
severe weather in mid-January brought huge numbers of thrushes and 
finches to the south. A Killdeer, watched for all of 5 minutes in a small 
livestock enclosure in Ayrshire, became our 3rd record, although it’s just 
possible it had come from South Uist (see SBR 1983). High numbers of 
Iceland Gulls occurred in both Stornoway and Ullapool, while the Thurso 
Ross’s Gull performed well until mid-May. A Garganey near the Butt of 
Lewis on 2nd February was extremely early, while Shetland recorded its 
second Chough four days later. Two Surf Scoters at St Andrews in Fife 
during March challenged the Spey Bay monopoly, and the first of two 
records of Ring-billed Gull on 26th March moved its total on to at least 17. 
The first quarter finished with a remarkable influx of Avocets all along the 
east coast. 
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April provided Scotland’s 4th Marsh Sandpiper and 6th Kentish Plover, but 
May and June predictably overshadowed all that. Rarities included two 
Little Egrets, a pair of Blue-winged Teal, two Red-footed Falcons, two 
Broad-billed Sandpipers, a Lesser Yellowlegs, and Scotland’s 6th Spotted 
Sandpiper. Skua watchers in the Outer Hebrides were rewarded with totals 
of 232 Pomarines and 76 Long-tailed. Hot on the heels of last year’s 
Needle-tailed Swift came our 2nd, on Shetland, which obligingly hung 
around to gladden many a weary twitcher’s heart. Other notables included 
Red-rumped Swallow (8th record), Red-throated Pipit, two Thrush 
Nightingales, River Warbler (6th record), Paddyfield Warbler (2nd or 3rd 
record), two Subalpine Warblers, Lesser Grey Shrike, and Rustic Bunting. 
Undoubtedly the star bird of this period was the fine male Common 
Yellowthroat on Fetlar, a Ist for Scotland in a year which was to provide 
two of only three British records. On the breeding front, Ruddy Ducks 
continued to spread, successfully breeding at Strathbeg for the first time, 
Redwings maintained their recent improved form, and Lesser Whitethroats 
advanced steadily. Two nesting attempts of White-tailed Eagle failed again 
(third time lucky?), and many tern colonies experienced another bad year. 
August saw the departure of an old friend — the South Uist Steller’s Eider 
— and the start of an eventful autumn. Returning Whooper Swans showed 
a good percentage of juveniles, and record numbers of Pink-footed Geese 
were recorded in the north east. Despite Barred Warbler having yet another 
poor showing, both Yellow-browed Warbler and Red-breasted Flycatcher 
appeared in good numbers in the north. Rarities included our first Black- 
winged Stilt since 1920, Red-flanked Bluetail (6th record), Eye-browed 
Thrush (4th record), with 3 Lanceolated Warblers, 4 Arctic Warblers, and 
our 7th Bonelli’s Warbler. No fewer than six Olive-backed Pipits occurred, 
and Little Buntings had a spectacular showing. Scotland’s 2nd Siberian 
Thrush appeared briefly in Orkney during mid November, but our 8th 
Desert Wheatear, having arrived in Caithness on 26th December, decided to 
bring in the New Year. 


Arrivals and last dates for summer visitors 


Arrival Last date 
Osprey 14 March 24 September 
Corncrake 27 March 30 October 
Whimbrel 7 March 6 December 
Common Sandpiper 25 March 14 October 
Cuckoo 19 April 6 October 
Swift 11 April 18 November 
Sand Martin 3 April - 11 October 
Swallow 21 March 7 December 
House Martin 19 March 23 November 
Tree Pipit 25 March 27 October 
Redstart 2 April 7 November 
Whinchat 7 April 26 November 
Wheatear 13 March 17 November 
Sedge Warbler 21 April 1 November 
Whitethroat 25 April 30 October 
Garden Warbler 29 April 9 November 
Willow Warbler 20 March 18 November 
Spotted Flycatcher 25 April 9 October 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

As in last year’s SBR, the use of observers’ initials has been restricted to 
conserve space. Many Scottish and visiting observers have contributed 
records for this year’s report, and we are grateful to all of you for the 
prompt submission of your notes to local recorders. This has, in no small 
way, helped us keep to last year’s schedule. Amongst many who have 
helped with this SBR, I’d specially like to thank the following people:- Alan 
Brown, Roy Dennis, Pete Ellis, and Ron Forrester who compiled much of 
the data; Tim Sharrock and Mike Rogers for help with rarities decisions; 
Andrew Dowell, Bruce Forrester, David Mitchell, and Donald Watson for 
generously providing drawings; Dennis Coutts, David Hood, Bill 
McKechnie, and Bernie Zonfrillo for providing photographs; and not least 
of all, all local recorders who worked so hard to get their area reports in 
promptly. My thanks are also due to Eric Meek for his report on Scotland’s 
first Needle-tailed Swift. This, and previous SBR’s owe much to the efforts 
of local recorders, all of whom work tirelessly to compile area records, and 
the SOC would like to record its gratitude to the following outgoing 
recorders:- Pam Collett, Steve Alexander, Allan W. and Lyndesay Brown, 
Richard Coomber, and Ian Cumming. At the same time we extend a warm 
welcome to Ian Andrews, Dougie Dickson, Ian Hopkins, and David Stroud 
who have just joined the ‘happy band’. For the relevant area changes please 
refer to the list of local recorders below. 


‘“*“REGIONALISATION’’ 

Changes in political boundaries have finally caught up with us and, in order 
to comply with the rest of the British scene, it has been decided to adopt the 
current regional and district boundaries, and use the relevant terminology 
from SBR 1985 onward. To avoid confusion, both old and new boundaries 
are shown on the maps below, and to make the change even more ‘painless’, 
local recorders have as much as possible been asked to cover the same or 
similar geographical areas (my thanks for your tolerance!). Younger 
observers and, I hope, visitors to Scotland will probably find the new 
boundaries helpful since they appear on all current maps. I hope the less 
palatable aspects of this change may eventually prove acceptable to those of 
us who will mourn the loss of names such as Clackmannanshire. 
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NEW RECORDING AREAS 
THE REGIONS 


THE SCOTTISH BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 

During 1985 the SBRC assessed records of species shown on the list below 

which were forwarded by local recorders. A very small proportion were 

rejected, and only in a few cases did we feel that an incorrect identification 
had been made. I would like to thank both recorders and observers for their 
help, and would ask recorders to note the following changes:- 

(a) Where a local panel or group has been set up to assess such records, they 
should continue to do so, although the SBRC may ask for the 
submission of notes on exceptional records. 

(b) Alan Brown, 23 King’s Court, Glassel Park, Longniddry, East Lothian, 
has kindly agreed to take over as SBRC secretary, and all such records 
should be sent to him from January 1986. 
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Species considered by SBRC 


Cory’s Shearwater 
Great Shearwater 
Purple Heron 

White Stork 

Spoonbill 

Ferruginous Duck 
Honey Buzzard 

Red Kite 

Montagu’s Harrier 
Hobby 

Stone Curlew 

Little Ringed Plover 
Kentish Plover 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Long-tailed Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Sabine’s Gull 

Roseate Tern (outside Forth) 
Little Owl 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
Woodlark 

Richard’s Pipit 

Tawny Pipit 
Nightingale 


Cetti’s Warbler 
Savi’s Warbler 
Aquatic Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Dartford Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Yellow-browed Warbler 
Firecrest 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Nuthatch 
Marsh Tit 

(outside Borders/Lothian) 
Willow Tit 

(outside South/Cent areas) 
Crested Tit 

(outside breeding area) 
Bearded Tit 
Chough (outside breeding area) 
Serin 
Scarlet Rosefinch 
Cirl Bunting 
Ortolan Bunting 


NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS 


All records should be sent directly to the appropriate local recorder, but in 
cases of difficulty, they should be sent to the editor. These records should 
be on one side of a sheet only, well spaced, and if possible in the Voous 
order (as in this report). The only exception is Grampian (Kincardine & 
Deeside, City of Aberdeen, Gordon, Banff & Buchan) where records should 
be sent in place and date order. Observers should consult this and previous 
reports for the kind of information required. To avoid duplication of 
records by recorders, names of other observers present should be given 


_where appropriate. All notes for the year must be sent promptly to the 


recorders by the end of January, but some recorders may prefer more 
frequent submissions e.g. East Lothian. Please consult your local recorder 
about this if in doubt. 


LIST OF OBSERVERS MENTIONED IN TEXT 


P. Aley, Miss S. Alliez, G. Anderson, T. P. Andrews, W. T. Appleyard, J. K. Archer, M. 
Arrowsmith, S. J. Aspinall, C. O. Badenoch, T. Baker, I. Balfour-Paul, K. W. Banks, G. 
Bashford, D. J. Bates, D. P. Bell, G. F. Bell, M. V. Bell, S. Bellinger, Z. Bhatia, D. Bird, C. J.) 
Booth, N. Bostock, W. R. Brackenridge, A. Brown, J. L. Burton, T. Byars, C. Byers, J.| 
Callion, C. Campbell, C. D. Campbell, I. S. Catlin, M. S. Cavanagh, the late R. A. 
Cawthorne, M. S. Chapman (MSCh), R. A. Cheke, H. Clark, D. Coates (DCo), J. Cobb, J.) 
A. Cole, M. J. H. Cook, R. F. Coomber, A. Cormack, C. J. Corse, D. Coutts, C. H. Crooke, 
M. J. Crosby, J. E. Crossley, G. Cunningham, W. A. J. Cunningham, J. D. Darroch, Mrs J. 
Dawson, R. H. Dennis, T. D. Dick, D. E. Dickson, J. Dunbar, K. Duncan, J. N. Dymond, N.| 
Elkins, P. M. Ellis, I. English, Sir R. Erskine-Hill, F. Evans, K. Fairclough, A. F. T. & G.| 
Fitchett, B. C. Forrester, R. W. Forrester, J. Fraser, R. Gall, S. J. M. Gantlett, Misses J. & M. 
Gates, C. Gervaise, I. & J. Gibson, M. J. Gibson, D. Given, P. R. Gordon, M. Gray, M. P.. 
Harris, P. V. Harvey, D. M. Hawker, C. G. Headlam, M. J. Helps, S. M. Henson, B. A.) 
Hickman, J. Hogarth, R. H. Hogg, P. Hood, J. A. Hopper, R. A. Hume, M. Innes, C. R.| 
Kightley, P. Kinnear, A. R. Kitson, D. Landsman, S. Laybourne, Mr & Mrs J. Levene, W. H. 

R. Lumsden, E. J. Maguire, A. R. Mainwood, S. A. M. Manson, B. Marshall, T. W.. 


Marshall, W. Mattingley, E. W. P. Maughan, E. R. Meek, J. Middleton, P. R. Moore, W. S. 
Morton, S. Moyes, Mrs C. A. Munro, J. R. McCutcheon, Mrs R. McCutcheon, C. R. McKay, 
S. G. Mackay, C. Mackenzie, C. F. Mackenzie, H. B. McKerchar, I. M. McKinnie, I. 
Macleod, J. D. Okill, K. Osborn, D. Patterson, R. Proctor, M. Ramage, A. D. Rendall, P. 
Reynolds, J. B. Ribbands, M. G. Richardson, Mrs E. A. Riddiford, N. J. Riddiford, B. 


Robertson, I. S. Robertson, I. Sandison, R. Shand (RSh), W. Simpson, R. Smith, R. W. | 


Smith, R. M. Smyth, A. Stalker, J. Steele, L. Steele, P. R. Sterry, A. M. Stoddart, J. J. 


Sweeney, J. Torino, R. J. Tulloch, K. E. Verrall, L. L. J. Vick, D. Walker, M. J. Ware, S. R. |) 


Warman, A. D. Watson, S. A. Webb, D. J. Weaver, D. White, E. J. Williams, A. Wood, K. 
F. Woodbridge, Mrs H. Young, B. Zonfrillo. 
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Recorder 

Dr. E. FELLOWS 

West Isle, Islesteps, Dumfries DG2 8ES 
A. D. WATSON 

Barone, 54 Main Street, Dalry, Castle 
Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire DG9 3UW 
A. HOGG 

Kirklea, Crosshill, Maybole, Ayrshire 
KA19 7RJ 

I. P. GIBSON 

Arcadia, The Glen, Howwood, 
Renfrewshire 


I. HOPKINS 

2 Eden Place, High Street, Rothesay, Bute 
D. STROUD 

5 Parkway Close, Nassington, 
Peterborough PE8 6QF 

R. D. MURRAY 

143 Eskhill, Penicuik, Midlothian 

A. BROWN 


23 King’s Court, Glassel Park, 
Longniddry, East Lothian 

I. ANDREWS 

15 The Parsonage, Musselburgh, 
Midlothian EH21 7SW 

Dr. C. J. HENTY 

7 Coneyhill Road, Bridge of Allan, 
Stirlingshire 

D. E. DICKSON 

133 Duddingston Drive, Kirkcaldy, Fife 
B. ZONFRILLO 

28 Brodie Road, Balornock East, Glasgow 
G21 3SB 

E. D. CAMERON 

Strathclyde, 14 Union Road, Scone, 
Perthshire PH26 6RZ 

N. K. ATKINSON 

5 Tolmount Crescent, Montrose, Angus 
Dr. M. V. BELL 

20 West Mount Street, Aberdeen AB2 4RJ 
M. J. H. COOK 

Rowanbrae, Clochan, Buckie, Banffshire 
R. H. DENNIS 

Landberg, North Kessock, Inverness IV1 
1XD 

A. R. MAINWOOD 

13 Ben Bhraggie Drive, Golspie, 
Sutherland 

S. MANSON 

7 Duncan Street, Thurso, Caithness 

W. A. J. CUNNINGHAM 

Aros, 10 Barony Square, Stornoway, Isle 
of Lewis PA87 2TQ 

C. J. BOOTH 

‘Ronas’, 34 High Street, Kirkwall, Orkney 
N. J. RIDDIFORD 

Bird Observatory, Fair Isle, Shetland 

D. COUTTS 

‘Da Knowe’, Twageos Road, Lerwick, 
Shetiand 


LOCAL RECORDERS 
Region 
Dumfries & Galloway 


Dumfries & Galloway 


Strathclyde 


Strathclyde/Central 


Strathclyde 


Strathclyde 


Borders 


Lothian 


Lothian 


Central 


Fife 
Fife 


Tayside 
Tayside 
Grampian 


Grampian/Highland 
Highland 


Highland 


Highland 


Western Isles 


Orkney 
Shetland 
Shetland 


District(s) 
Nithsdale, Annandale & Eskdale 


Stewartry, Wigtown 


Kyle & Carrick, Cumnock & Doon Valley, 
Kilmarnock & Loudoun, Cunninghame 
(except Arran) 

Inverclyde, Renfrew, Dumbarton, 
Clydebank, Bearsden & Milngavie, 
Strathkelvin, City of Glasgow, Eastwood, 
East Kilbride, Cumbernauld & Kilsyth, 
Lanark, Hamilton, Monklands, 
Motherwell, Stirling (that part within 
Clyde/L Lomond drainage area). 

Arran, Bute, Cumbraes 


Argyll & Bute (except Bute) 
Berwickshire, Ettrick & Lauderdale, 


Roxburgh, Tweeddale 
East Lothian (except Musselburgh lagoons) 


Midlothian, City of Edinburgh, West 
Lothian, inc. Forth Is., E Lothian 
(Musselburgh lagoons only) 
Clackmannan, Falkirk, Stirling (that part 
within the Forth drainage area). 
Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy, North East Fife 


Isle of May 
Perth & Kinross 


Angus, City of Dundee 

Banff & Buchan, City of Aberdeen, 
Gordon, Kincardine & Deeside 
Moray, Nairn 

Badenoch & Strathspey, Inverness, 
Lochaber, Ross & Cromarty, Skye & 
Lochalsh 

Sutherland 

Caithness 


All Island Council Area 


All Island Council Area 
Fair Isle 


All (except Fair Isle) 


ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE SPECIES LIST 
all known records given z 


of escaped or doubtful origin t 
male © males oo 
female ¥ females ? 
N, S. NE etc. direction of flight 


§ still subject to British Birds Rarities Committee 
decision — all other records of such species have 
been accepted. We appeal to observers to submit 
descriptions of rare species to the local recorder as 
soon as possible on a BBRC form obtainable free 
from the local recorder. 


County names have been shortened e.g. Shet = Shetland, Wig = Wigtownshire 
etc. Other abbreviated forms include months, date sequences etc, and 
qualifications such as ‘near’ and ‘about’ have been omitted. The sequence and 
names in the species list follow Prof. K. H. Voous (1977, List of Recent 
Holarctic Bird Species) as published in the ‘‘British Birds’’ List of Birds of the 
Western Palearctic. 
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Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata Breeding: Shet, lower population in monitored sites but higher 
success rate, Ist chicks Whalsay 16 Jun; Ork, 13 young reared on monitored lochs Mainland, Ist 
eggs Hoy 22 May, Ist young 20 Jun; O Heb, min 18 prs N Uist; Perth, 2 prs summered but no 
indication of breeding; Dunb/Renf, 2 prs nested unsuccessfully; 11 prs Arran. Peak 
counts/passage: Shet, 59 Bluemull 2 Apr; mostly singles Fair Isle 31 Mar-14 Oct; Ork, max 27 Mill 
L, Eday 18 May; Suth, 15 Embo 10 Jan; Inv, singles L Garten 23 Mar, 22 May, max 11 Beauly 
Firth 5 Dec; Moray, 83 Spey Bay 14 Oct; Aber, passage N from end Mar-9 Jun, max 650 Don- 
Blackdog 5 May, 98 on 28 Oct; W. Loth, 26 Hound Pt 11 Nov; E. Loth, 81 Gullane 29 Sep; Lan, 1 
Hogganfield L 2 Jan; Ayr, 35 Dipple-Turnberry 10 Mar; Wig, 25 L Ryan 26 Feb. 


Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica Breeding: O Heb, c5 prs Benbecula-N Uist; Caith, bred 3 sites, 
juv at one site 29 Jun; Suth, 6 sites in N and W occupied; Perth, 2 prs at usual sites, only 1 juv 
recorded; W Stir, pr present at usual site; Ayr, pr reared 1 young. Peak counts/passage: Shet, max 
2 Fetlar 26 May; Ork, max 9 Waulkmill Bay 23 Sep; Caith, 13 Sinclair’s Bay 12 May; Moray, 11 
Burghead Bay 12 Oct; Aber, 5 Collieston 10 Jun; further decrease in nos Loth; Borders, 6S St 
Abbs 23 Sep; Lan, 1 Hogganfield L 14-24 Dec; Ayr, passage N early Mar-16 May, max 19 
Turnberry Bay 10 Mar; Dumf, 3 Lochmaben 21 Mar. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer Winter-spring peaks: Shet, 30+ Bluemull 23 Apr, 32 
Laxfirth/Catfirth 16 May; Ork, 55 Egilsay 25 Apr, 62 Gott Bay 2 May; Moray, 13 Spey Bay 15 
May; very low nos in SE; Arg, 55 West L Tarbert 18 Mar; Dunb, | Inverbeg, L Lomond 29 Jan; 
Ayr, more than usual, 12S in 3 hrs Turnberry Pt 3 Jan, 10 Lendalfoot-Turnberry 6 May. Summer: 
Inv, 6 stragglers at 3 sites 1 Jun-24 Jul, sick ad died Avoch 5 Jul, imm L Shin 30 Jul; singles 
elsewhere in NW. Autumn: Caith, 26 Dunnet Bay 2 Nov; Aber, 15 Rattray 24 Oct; 1 I of May 4 
Oct; Borders, 4S St Abbs 16, 18 Sep; Dunb, 1 Endrick Mouth 19-20 Nov; Arran, 7 Dougrie 24 
Oct; Wig, 16 L Ryan 28 Dec. 
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*White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii Six: Shet, ad Whalsay-Linga from 1983 tll 23 Dec (BM et al), 
ad Belmont, Unst 6 Nov-6 Dec (PME, RJT et al); Ork, ad Rousay Sound 26 Jan-early Apr (CJC, 
ERM, MG), ad Birsay 1 Oct (JBR), 1 Glims Holm 18, 19 Dec (KF, ERM, MG); Ross, ad 
Portmahomack 16 Jun-2 Jul was sick and came ashore Inver 30 Jun, died 19 Jul (RHD, CGH et 
al) 


*Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps One: O Heb, the 1983 bird at Askernish, S Uist was 
present all year (per WAJC) 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Breeding: generally under-recorded; Caith, 4 prs; usual nos 
Perth; good season Fife; Loth, 27+ prs recorded, down to 2 prs Linlithgow L; 14 prs recorded 
Borders; W Stir/Renf/Lan, 47 prs recorded, ave no young/pr 1-5; Ayr, 11 prs reared 22 young at 
9 sites; nos low Kirk/Wig. Counts/passage: milder winter allowed wintering farther N; Shet, 2 
Spiggie-Hillwell 14 Jan-29 Feb; O Heb, 1 L Cromore, Lewis 5 Jan; Suth, 2 Invershin 29 Jan; Inv, 2 
Kingussie 12 Jan; Perth, 12 Blairgowrie 13 Sep; Fife, 24 Kilconquhar L 19 Mar; W. Loth, 43 
Linlithgow L 16 Sep; Arg, 9 Lochdon, Mull 31 Dec; Lan, 23 Stepps 25 Mar, 26 Gadloch 1-14 Sep. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus Breeding: Dumf, 10 broods Lochmaben; Kirk, very poor 
season Ken/Dee due to drought, only 2 young from 10 prs, 4 prs reared 8 Carlingwark L; Ayr, 
continues poor, 2 prs reared 4 young; Dunb/W Stir/ Renf/Lan, 30prs at 15 sites reared 32 young; 
Borders, 10 prs at 8 sites; Midl, 11 prs bred at 4 sites, 11 broods recorded; W Loth, min 6 prs at 2 
sites, 4+ broods; very few young Perth, and no breeding Aber, but pr reared 1 young Moray. 
Counts/passage: Shet, 1 Unst-Fetlar 22 Apr; Inv, 1 Longman-Kessock | Jan-25 Feb; 1 Aberdeen 
11 Feb; Fife, 60 St Andrews 28 Sep; Stir, 180 Kinneil 21 Jan; Midl, 200 Silverknowes 17 Jan, 10, 23. 
Oct, 170 Musselburgh 29 Sep; E Loth, 125 Gosford 14 Aug; Arg, singles L Assapol, Mull 21 Feb, 
West L Tarbert 23 Oct; Dunb, 66 Ardmore Pt 22 Jan; Wig, 85 L Ryan 18 Nov. 


Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena Winter-spring: Shet, 1 Whiteness Voe 18 Feb; O Heb, 1 S 
Uist 24 Feb; Inv, singles Avoch 18 Feb, R. Ness est 25 Feb;-1 I of May 31 Mar; Midl, 12 
Musselburgh 28 Jan; E Loth, late bird Gullane 12 May; Borders, singles Alemoor I-11 Jan, 
Dunglass 18 Feb, Eyemouth 24 Feb; Dunb, singles Ardmore 8 Jan, Endrick Mouth 18 Mar. 
Summer: E Loth, 1 Gullane 18 Jun, 3 on 23 Jun may have been early return migrants. Autumn: 
Shet, 1 Whalsay 11 Sep; Caith, 1 Gills Bay 22-27 Dec; Aber, singles Peterhead 30 Sep, 18 Oct, 
Forvie 13 Oct; Fife, S Largo Bay 15 Sep, 4 Inverkeithing 27 Dec; Midl, 4 Musselburgh 20 Nov, 1 
Dec; E Loth, 46 Gosford 17 Aug, 32 on 12 Dec is high no for winter; Borders, 1 St Abbs 29 Sep; 
Wig, 1 L Ryan 18 Nov; Kirk, 1 L Ken 23 Nov-16 Dec. 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus Breeding: 47 prs and single ad present on 17 lochs S of Great 
Glen, min 11 young reared; additionally an increase occurred Spey Valley where 10 prs reared 9 
young at 6 sites; census incomplete N of Great Glen but nos and success similar to recent years. 
Counts/passage: Shet, max 6+ Whiteness Voe 6 Feb; singles Fair Isle 22 Oct, 20-23 Nov; Ork, 10 
L of Harray 12 Oct; O Heb, 4 N Uist 19 Jan; Caith, 5 L Heilen 7 Oct; Suth, 3 L Eriboll 14 Oct; 
Ross, 7 Cromarty Firth 6 Nov; Aber, 3 Strathbeg 3 Oct; 1 R Tay, Perth 18 Jan; Fife, 3 Largo Bay 
14 Nov, 3 Tentsmuir Pt 9 Dec; Midl, 7 Musselburgh 18 Feb, 10 on 1 Dec; E Loth, max 66 Gosford 
18 Mar; Borders, 1 Coldingham L 23-28 Sep; Arg, 12 L na Keal, Mull 18 Mar; Dunb, 1 Cardross 
23 Sep, 14 Oct; 1 Arran 12 Mar; Ayr, singles Chapeldonan 10-11 Mar, Ballantrae 25 Mar, 
Kilwinning 14 May; Wig, 6 L Ryan 24 Nov; Kirk, 1 L Ken 31 Mar-3 Apr; Dumf, 1 Hightae 26 Oct. 
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Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Breeding: 6 juvs at usual site 10 Aug, no breeding 
recorded at 2 other sites but pair at one site 2 May and agitated bird at same site 2 Jul. 
Counts/passage: Aber, | Gardenstown 30 Dec; Midl, 1 Musselburgh-Seafield 11 Nov-23 Dec; 1 
Ayr 25-28 Feb; Wig, max 10 L Ryan 24 Sep; Kirk, | L Ken 16 Mar; Dumf, 1 Lochmaben 20 Aug. 


*Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris Shet, the forlorn adult again summered Saito, 
Hermaness 27 Feb-7 Oct (per DC). 


Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis Breeding: poor season Fair Isle, young fledged from less than 50% sites; 
Ork, total no at 5 colonies 14.3% lower than in 1983, 10,000-15,000 prs North Hoy; O Heb, colonising 
sand dunes Benbecula; Ross/Inv, 2112 sites at 4 colonies; Aber, inland breeding Ternemory Quarry; 
175 sites I of May Jun, 83 chicks Aug; Midl, 4 sites with young Salisbury Crags 30 Jul, 2 sites 
with young Torphin Quarry 15 Aug; 898 sites on 6 Forth Is 2-17 Jun; Borders, 288 sites Reed 
Pt-Pease Bay 21-25 May; 222 prs Arran; 13 sites Bute; slight improvement Ayr, 9 fledged Culzean; 
Kirk, 44-49 prs at 4 sites Jun. Blue-phase birds: Fair Isle, max 6 on 16 Oct; Ork, max 16 birds 
Sep; Aber, max 4 birds Jul; E Loth, singles Tantallon 13 Nov, 26 Dec; Borders, singles Eyemouth 
2, 5 Apr, St Abbs 16 Aug; Arg, 1S off Mull 23 Feb; Ayr, 1 Currarie Port 6 May. Passage peaks: 
Ork, 4200W in 3 hrs Papa Westray 12 Aug; Moray, 3000W/hr Lossiemouth 3 Sep; Aber, 1000+ N/hr 
Peterhead on 2 dates May. Inland: Suth, singles L Shin 19 May, 7 Jun; Fife, singles Lochore 26 
Apr, 31 May; Dunb, 2 Endrick Mouth 3 Jan; W Stir, 1 Killearn 20 Jun. 


*Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 2 Fife Ness 26 Aug (CC, MJW et al); Ayr, 2N Troon 
30 Aug (DG), | Saltcoats 11 Sep (TB), 1N Troon 19 Sep (BCF). Large Shearwaters (Cory’s/Great): 
Aber, | off Forvie 13 Oct; 2S I of May 12 Sep; Borders, 1S St Abbs 24 Aug. 


*Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis Fair Isle, 1 off North Light 10 Sep (per NJR); Caith, IN Noss 
Hd 3 Sep (KWB); Fife, 2 Fife Ness 24 Aug (CC, WTA, JS). 


Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus Recorded 10 Jun-3 Nov, slightly higher nos in S. Max 
counts/passage: Shet, max 4 near Skerries 31 Aug; Fair Isle, Ist on 10 Jun, max 15 on 12 Sep; 
Ork, 70W/hr Papa Westray 3 Aug; O Heb, 5 Butt of Lewis 21 Jul; Caith, 4E Duncansby Hd 16 
Sep; Suth, 6 Handa 29 Aug; very scarce Ross; Moray, 10 Lossiemouth 24 Aug; Aber, 44 Peterhead 
3 Sep; 30 I of May 12 Sep; 39N in 4 hrs Fife Ness 26 Aug; E Loth, 6 Barns Ness 24 Aug; Borders, 
75N St Abbs 5 Sep; Arg, 32 Mull-Tiree 25 Aug, 83 on 10 Sep; Wig, 5N Mull of Galloway 9 Sep. 


Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus No breeding data. Counts/passage: Shet, from 8 Apr Mousa, 
25/hr on 21 Apr; Ork, 2 Hoy 7 Apr, max 40 off Rackwick Aug; Caith, 221N/hr South Hd 24 
Aug; Ross, 227N in 1% hrs Tarbat Ness 21 Jul, last 8 Chanonry Pt 18 Oct; Aber, Peterhead 13 
Apr-24 Nov, max 315 on 3 Sep, 1 Braemar 24 Sep released Aberdeen; Fife, 1550 Kirkcaldy 15 Aug; 
Midl, 350E in 1% hrs Musselburgh 24 Aug; E Loth, 192 Barns Ness 24 Aug, last 1 Skateraw 4 
Nov; Borders, high nos, max 628N/16S St Abbs 4 Aug; Arg, 20 Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay 3 Feb 
7000 Mull-Tiree 1 Aug; Lan, singles inland Bellshill, Coatbridge 16 Sep; Arran, 10O0ON/hr Pladda 
4 Sep; Ayr, 2S Turnberry Pt 3 Jan, 3 dead Barassie 19 Feb, 2500S in 3 hrs Troon 9 Sep, last 6 
on 24 Nov; Wig, 3000 Corsewall Pt 4 Sep. Balearic mauretanicus: Suth, 1S Handa 29 Jul; Fife, 
singles Anstruther 26 Aug, Fife Ness 16 Sep; E Loth, 1S Barns Ness 25 Aug, 2N on 2 Sep; Borders, 
IN St Abbs 27 Aug, 2N on 2 Sep, 3N/3S on 16 Sep, 1 Burnmouth 16 Sep; Wig, 2S Corsewall Pt 9 Sep. 


Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus Breeding: Shet, few reports indicate good season; Fair Isle, Ist 
ashore 2 Jun, usual nos Jul-Aug; Ork, min 50 churring birds Holm of Papa Westray, 41 trapped 
Swona 14 Jul. Tape-luring: Caith, 255 ringed Noss Hd Jul-Aug; Suth, cl100 Strathy Pt during summer; 
Aber, 50 Greg Ness 17 Jul-5 Aug; 10 I of May 30 Jul, 1 Aug; 1 Fife Ness 15 Aug; Ayr, 70 ringed 
Ailsa Craig Jul. Counts/passage: Shet, last 1 Whalsay 28 Sep; 40 Fair Isle 26 Jun; Ork, last 1 
Stromness 28 Nov; Arg, | off Colonsay 17 Jan, juv dead Cuil Bay 15 Nov; Ayr, 30 Ayr-Arran 
8 Aug, last 1 Troon 24 Nov; Kirk, 5S Corsewall Pt 8 Sep, 1 aboard fishing boat near Meikle Ross 
26 Oct. 


Leach’s Petrel Oceanondroma leucorhoa Counts/passage: 1 Fair Isle 31 Jul; Ork, 28 ringed Sule 
Skerry 26 Jul-1 Aug, 4 off Hoy 19 Aug, 4 Pentland Firth 30 Aug, 1 off Birsay 11 Oct; Caith, 2 
heard Noss Hd 20 Jul, 1 trapped on 12 Aug, 1W Sandside Hd 11 Sep; Ross, | Glen Affric 21 Sep, 
released Black Isle 22 Sep; Arran, 1 Brodick-Ardrossan 7 Jul; Ayr, 4 singles Turnberry-Ardrossan 
30 Aug-20 Oct; Wig, 12-15S Corsewall Pt 9 Sep. 


Gannet Sula bassana Breeding: Shet, increase, 14, 360 occupied sites Hermaness (8000 nests), 5231 
nests Noss, 210 sites Mousa; Fair Isle, 1st ashore 23 Mar, 121 nests; Ork, c1000 Sule Stack 3 Mar, 
some on obvious nests; O Heb, Ist recorded breeding Shiant Is; Forth, still increasing Bass Rock; 
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Ayr, 3000 ashore Ailsa Craig 11 Feb; Wig, 770 nests Scar Rocks. Counts/passage: Shet, 800N/hr 
Sumburgh Hd 29 Sep; Ork, 400W in 30 mins North Ronaldsay 21 Sep; Caith, 200N in 15 mins 
Noss Hd 18 Oct; Aber, 2266S in 2 hrs Peterhead 3 Jun, 2700N in 3 hrs 13 Oct; Perth, dead imm 
L Tay 29 May might have been killed by Golden Eagle; Borders, 1407/hr St Abbs 15 Jul; Lan, 
juv W Bishopbriggs 21 Sep; Arran, 1000S in 2 hrs Corrie 21 Sep; Ayr, 3000 Ayr-Arran 8 Aug; 
Wig, 2000+S in 4 hrs Corsewall Pt 9 Sep. 


Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Breeding: Shet, 130 nests Clett Stack 2 Jun; Ork, 232 nests at 
5 sites, c150 birds Taing Skerry 16 Jun; O Heb, 38 nests at inland site N Uist; Ross, 203 nests North 
Sutor-Balintore 24 Jun; Forth, 207 nests at 3 sites, none on Cow and Calves; Borders, 44 nests 
Fast Castle; Ayr, 32 nests Currarie Port, 75 juvs Portandea 4 Jul; Kirk, 289 nests at 4 sites. 
Counts/passage: Shet, 161 Bluemull 2 Dec; Fair Isle, main passage 15 Aug-27 Oct, 20 on 13 Nov; 
Inv, 300 Alness Bay 28 Feb; Aber, 130 Girdle Ness 22 Oct; tree-roost Perth held max 119 on 7 
Feb; Fife, 120 Tayport 1 Nov; Midl, 15 Duddingston Jan-May; Borders, 70 Pease Bay 1 Oct; 
Dunb/Renf, 403 Clyde est 9 Dec; Arran, 116 Pladda 14 Aug; Ayr, 122 Pow Burn-Barassie 15 Oct; 
Kirk, 51 L Ken 29 Feb; Dumf, 105 Caerlaverock 16 May. ~ 


Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Breeding: ave breeding season Fair Isle; Ork, c326 nests at 5 sites, 
lst young Papa Westray 8 May; Ross, 30 nests Nigg-Balintore 24 Jun; 1643 nests I of May, Ist 
eggs 27 Apr was late, heavy Ist and 2nd year mortality early 1984; Forth, 946 nests at 6 sites; E 
Loth, pr bred Dunbar harbour; Arg, 690 prs McCormaig Is, Kintyre; Wig, 104 nests Scar Rocks, 
mbs 1.86 from 36 nests. Counts/passage: Shet, 1857 Yell Sound 6 Nov; Ork, 360 Orphir 14 Nov; 
Caith, 200 Achastle 31 Dec; Aber, 4316N in 3 hrs Peterhead 11 Nov; Fife, 900W Anstruther 5 
Oct; Forth, 500 off Craigleith 5 Jan; E Loth, 250 North Berwick 5 Jan. 


*Bittern Botaurus stellaris Only one record: Borders, 1N Eyemouth 29 May (DP). 


SSS S 


Little Egret Shetland, June 1984 _ | Photo: Dennis Coutts 


*Little Egret Egretta garzetta Two: Shet, ad East Voe, Scalloway, also Coilafirth, Weisdale 1 Jun-9 
Jul (DC, MGR); Lan, 1 Baron’s Haugh, Motherwell 17-26 May (TBa et al). 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Breeding: Ork, 5 prs attempted, fledged young seen 11 Jul; O Heb, 
205 prs Benbecula and Uists; Caith, 10 nests at 2 sites; Ross/Inv, 53 nests at 4 sites; Aber, breeding 
confirmed at 13 sites; Loth, 25 nests at 7 sites; Borders, good year, bred at 7 sites; Lan, 40 prs 
Bothwell; Ayr, 70 nests at 14 sites. Counts: Shet, 23 over Bressay 11 Nov; max 11 Fair Isle 25 
Aug; Ork, 20 Stromness Holms 24 Jan; Aber, 21 Ythan 8 Sep; Fife, 20 Guardbridge 8 Aug; Borders, 
20 Haining 8 Jan; Ayr, 55 Bogside 14 Aug; Wig, 23 L Connell 24 Sep. 
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*White Stork Ciconia ciconia Two: Midl, 1 near Gladhouse 24 Apr (per LLJV); Renf, 1 Eaglesham 
12-14 May (per IE). 


*Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia Moray, 1 L Spynie 11 Jul (RHD); Aber, ad Strathbeg 22-25 Jul 
(JD); Angus, 1 Montrose 10 Aug (SM, JC et al); Fife, 1 Morton Lochs 11-12 Aug (PK, MR et 
al) same bird as Angus. 


t*Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis Aber, 1 Strathbeg all year; Fife, 1 Eden est 9 Aug; 
Borders, 1 Kelso 26 Mar-4 Apr. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor Breeding: continues poor in N, but marked improvement in most of S. 
Ork, poor season but breeding recorded 7 islands, 2 cygnets Echnaloch 15 May; Caith, only 2 nests 
recorded; Suth, 10 prs Meikle; poor success Inv; Moray, 13 prs bred; good season Fife; Loth, 29 
prs reared 67 young; Borders, 21 broods totalled 90 juvs; Ayr, 22 prs reared 52 young; Kirk, patchy, 
with 2 prs rearing 10 young Carlingwark L, but 8 prs Ken/Dee reared only 8 young. Counts: Shet, 
1 Hillwell 23 Apr-23 Jun; Ork, 310 Harray-Stenness Lochs 11 Jan; O Heb, 516 L Bee, S Uist, N 
Uist, Benbecula Jan-Feb; Suth, 139 Kyle of Sutherland Jul; Ross, 103 Mid Fearn 21 Oct; Aber, 
253 Strathbeg 23 Aug; 6 I of May 11 Oct; Loth, 68 non-breeders 7-8 Apr; Borders, 111 Kelso- 
Coldingham 14 Oct; Dunb/Renf, 100 Clyde est 11 Nov; Kirk, 84 L Ken Feb. 


1*Black Swan Cygnus atratus Ayr, only | bird Straiton all year. 


Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus Winter-spring: Fife, 3 Lochore 17 Jan; E Loth, 1 Brownrigg 
2 Jan, 7 on 7-12 Jan, 4 Tyninghame 5, 19 Feb; Lan, 2 Gadloch 15 Jan, 4 Carnbroe 17-19 Jan, 
3 Thankerton-Libberton 21 Jan; Ayr, 1 Kilmarnock 19 Jan; Wig, 1 Moss of Cree 30 Mar; Dumf, 
14 Islesteps 26 Feb. Autumn: Moray, 3 Milton Brodie 22-28 Nov; Aber, 4 Newburgh 17 Nov; Fife, 
28 Ballo Res 25 Nov; E Loth, 1 Tyninghame 25 Oct, 28 Nov, 2 on 29 Nov; Borders, 7 Hule Moss 
23 Dec; Arg, 4 L Shira 11 Dec; Ayr, 2 Blairbowie 19-31 Dec. 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus Feral pr had eggs taken Endrick Mouth, Dunb. Summering birds 
Shet (4), Ork (1), Ross/Inv (4), Aber (3), Perth (3), E Loth (2), Borders (1), Arg (1), Ayr (4), Kirk 
(2). Winter-spring: Shet, 67 Spiggie Jan; Ork, 89 L of Banks 17 Apr; O Heb, 131 L Bee, S Uist, 
N Uist, Benbecula Jan; Caith, 50 Todholes early Apr; inv, 128 Insh Marshes Mar; Aber, 117 
Strathbeg 14 Jan; Perth, 62 Errol 11 Feb; Borders, 135 Nisbet 12 Jan, 92 Kelso-Coldstream 15 
Jan; Renf, 57 Inchinnan 1 Jan; Kirk, 70 Culvennan 13 Mar; Dumf, 89 trapped Caerlaverock 21 
Feb; dep in S 2-13 Apr, in N from 18-22 Apr. Autumn national sample (2294) gave 29.5% juvs, 
a big improvement on 1983. Shet, 147 Spiggie-Brow 29 Dec; max only 6 Fair Isle 31 Oct; Ork, 
4 Tankerness 15 Sep, 87 L of Skaill 25 Nov; Caith, 119 L Heilen 31 Oct, 170 Reiss 11 Nov; Ross/Inv, 
92 Mid Fearn 21 Oct, 193 Insh Marshes 12 Dec; Nairn, 51 L Flemington 8 Nov; Aber, 243 Strathbeg 
14 Oct; 4 1 of May 12 Oct; Fife, 84 Ballo Res 28 Nov; Midl, 28 Cobbinshaw 26 Oct; E Loth, 33 
Lochhouses 26 Dec; Borders, 1 St Abbs 8 Sep may have summered in Scotland, 138 Nisbet 8 Dec, 
103 Wark 31 Dec; Arg, 130 Gruinart, Islay 11 Oct; Renf, 94 Inchinnan 8 Dec; Lan, 73 Baron’s 
Haugh 2 Dec; Wig, 78 L Connell 13 Oct; Dumf, 102 Caerlaverock Nov-Dec. Arrival generally from 
3-14 Oct, but mainly from end Oct-early Nov. 


Bean Goose Anser fabalis Winter: Kirk, 9 Auchencairn-Balig Hill 21-31 Jan, 40 Threave 27-29 
Feb; Arg, 1 Skerrols, Islay 27 Mar; E Loth, singles West Fenton 20 Jan, Tyninghame 22 Apr; Stir, 
1 Skinflats 21 Apr; Aber, 1 long-dead Strathbeg 28 Jan; Ork, 1 Stenness 16-29 Mar; Shet, singles 
Whiteness 25 Mar, Mousa 6 Apr. Autumn: Angus, | shot Glamis 19 Dec; 1 Tibbermore 20 Oct, 
29 Nov; 10W Fife Ness 14 Oct; Stir, early arrival of 18 Carron Valley 16 Sep, max 119 on 29 Sep, 
81 on 14-21 Oct; Lan, 4N Hillend Res 24 Sep. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Winter-spring:. Dumf, 22,000 Priestside 24 Jan; Kirk, 
7000 Kirkconnell Flow 1 Mar; Wig, 9510 on 19 Mar; Borders, 1145 West Linton 1 Jan; E Loth 
5150 Aberlady 28 Jan; Loth, 1206 on 17 Mar; Stir, 1000 Grangemouth 11 Mar; Fife, 2000+ 
Newburgh 26 Apr; Perth, 1500 Sheriffmuir 11 May; Aber, max 12,150 Meikle 25 Mar; Ross, 3000 
Nigg Bay 18 Mar; Suth, passage of 1210 Handa 20-29 Apr. Summer: Shet (2), Ork (2), Ross/Inv (2), 
Aber (8) Perth (1-3), singles in Midl, Kirk. 

Autumn national count 17-18 Nov 60,850 (UK total 86,000) revealed underestimate due to poor 
weather. Totals for 16-17 Mar 1985 gave 86,930 (UK total 97,000). Autumn counts: Fair Isle, from 
23 Sep; Ork, 35 Graemeshall 7 Sep; Inv, 1000S L Garten 24 Sep; Aber, peak 22,000 Strathbeg 
12 Oct, peak 19,000 Meikle 28 Oct (both record counts); Perth, 2500 L of Menteith 9 Oct-16 Nov; 
Loth, Ist 60 Gladhouse 12 Sep, 4000 Dirleton 2 Oct, peak for Loth 8580 on 20 Oct, 4000 Drem- 
West Fenton 31 Dec; Borders, Ist S Kelso 30 Aug, peak 19,367 on 20-21 Oct with 8700 West Water 
Res; widespread passage in SW 23-25 Sep; Kirk, 7 L Ken 26 Aug may have summered. 
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White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons Winter-spring: Kirk, max 250 L Ken 3 Apr, last 75 on 19 
Apr; Lan, 21 Libberton 12 Feb; Dunb, 130 Endrick Mouth 17 Mar; Arg, total 6578 recorded Apr 
of which 4198 on Islay; Inv, SSNW Kingussie 11 May; Caith, 134 Knockglass 24 Mar, 52 L of 
Mey 22 Apr; Ork, max 83 in | Apr census. Autumn: Ork, max 52 Loons-Hundland 30 Dec; O 
Heb, 60 S Uist 31 Oct, 28 wintered Lewis; Caith, 41 L Heilen 7 Oct, 181 on 24 Nov, 150 Westfield 
5 Dec; Inv, only 9 L Eye 10 Oct; Kinc, 11 of unspecified race Stonehaven 19-22 Dec; Perth, 26 
Invergowrie Bay 25 Sep, 40 on 29 Sep; Arg, total 8194 recorded Nov of which 5256 on Islay, 12.1% 
juvs on sample birds ringed in Greenland 1984; Dunb, 140 Endrick Mouth late Dec; Wig, 420 West 
Freugh late Nov; Kirk, Ist 20 L Ken 6 Oct, 285 on 16 Dec. Eurasian albifrons: Shet, 35 Brow- 
Spiggie 22-23 Dec, 9 Uyeasound 23 Dec; 2 Fair Isle 17 Dec; Aber, singles Rathen 12 Feb, Strathbeg 
23 Nov, 23 Dec, 2 Meikle 19 Dec; Stir, 7 Skinflats 23 Mar; E Loth, 1 Chapel 6-8 Mar, 2 Drem 
10 Mar, 1 Tyninghame 19-24 Dec, 7 from 21-29 Dec; Dumf, 2 Caerlaverock 9 Feb. 


Greylag Goose Anser anser Breeding: Caith, 15 juvs at one site 17 Jun; good season Suth. Feral 
birds: Inv, pr reared 5 Insh Marshes; Loth/Forth, 17+ prs bred; little change suggested in SW, 
40 ads with goslings Ken/Dee 27 Jun. Winter-spring: Ork, peak 872 Mainland 16 Mar; O Heb, 
c1062 L Bee, S Uist, N Uist, Benbecula; Caith, 400 Dale 12 Feb; Suth, 700 Collabol 15 Apr, passage 
1146 Handa 17-28 Apr; Inv, 1100 L Eye 11 Mar-20 Apr; Moray, 2000 Findhorn 19 Mar; Aber, 
16,490 on 17-21 Mar; Fife, 1230 Glenrothes 14 Mar; Borders, 3050 on 17-18 Mar; Arg, 1110 Toward 
Pt 21 Jan; Dunb/Renf, 1334 Clyde est 22 Jan; Bute, 1120 Great Cumbrae 20 Jan; Ayr, 1400 Monkton 
24 Jan, dep 12-15 Apr; Wig, 2000 L Connell 26 Feb; Kirk, 2180 on 19 Mar; Dumf, 1750 Lochmaben 
9 Jan. 

Autumn national count 17-18 Nov 59,850 (UK total 64,000) again revealed underestimate due to 
poor weather. Totals for 16-17 Mar 1985 gave 67,330 (UK total 71,000). Autumn counts: Shet, 
Ist 22 Whalsay 23 Sep, 124 Spiggie 19-24 Oct; SOOS Fair Isle 20 Oct; Ork, 937 L of Harray 11 
Dec; Caith, 600 Strathmore 31 Aug, 2503 on 18 Oct census; Inv, 13,000 L Eye 14 Oct, 1600 L 
Garten 9 Nov; Moray, 2500 L Spynie 9 Nov; Aber, peak 11,200 Davan-Kinord 5 Nov, 16,050 on 
18 Nov census; Loth, 1717 on 20 Oct; Borders, 3341 on 20-21 Oct; Dunb, 2000 Endrick Mouth 
4 Nov - end Dec; 2500 Bute 5 Dec; low nos Ayr; Kirk/Wig, 4860 on 18-19 Nov; Dumf, 1240 
Lochmaben 25 Dec. 


+ *Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus Ross, 1 Invergordon 12-13 Nov; Aber, 1 Ythan area all year; 
Perth, | Tibbermore 29 Nov - end Dec; Borders, 1 Hoselaw 17 Apr. 


t*Snow Goose Anser caerulescens Breeding: feral flock Mull moved to Coll, Inner Heb during 
the autumn and wintered there. Others: Shet, 1 Hillwell 16-25 Dec; Caith, i L Heilen-St John’s 
L 14 Nov-6 Dec; Aber, 1 Ythan-Slains 26 Feb-21 Apr, 2 Meikle 28 Sep, 1 on 30 Sep, | Strathbeg 
5 Oct; 3 on 13 Oct, 1 till end Dec; Angus, 1 Thriepley 1 Mar, blue-phase Arbroath 25 Nov; Perth, 
blue-phase L Clunie 26 May; Kinr. singles L Leven 14 Apr, 19-21 Oct; Forth, blue-phase Lamb- 
Craigleith 10-16 Jun; Midl, 1 Esperton 25 Sep; E Loth, 1 Aberlady-Dilreton 27-30 Sep; Borders, 
singles West Water 6-8 Oct, Hule Moss 7 Oct; Arg, singles Crinan Moss Feb-Mar, Islay Jan-Mar; 
Wig, 1 L Connell 19-26 Feb; Dumf, singles Lochmaben 11-17 Feb, Caerlaverock 13-15 Feb. 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis Breeding: Inv, small flock in W; Perth, 180-200 Kinclaven area; 
Ayr/Renf, 58 Barcraigs-Rowbank 24 Jul; little change suggested in SW but increasing Dumf. English 
moult migration: Ross/Inv, peak 750 Beauly Firth 29 Jun, 4 till Nov-Dec. Counts/passage (mostly 
in association with moult migration): Shet, 2 Unst 28 Apr-31 May, 13, 17 Aug; Ork, 8 Burray 
12 Jun; Caith, 1 Durran 24 Nov; Perth, possible minima Gask 10 Oct; 32N Fife Ness 3 June; Midl, 
39 Harperrig 4 Sep; E Loth, fewer, 45S Tyninghame 24 Sep; Borders, 62S Broughton 28 Jan, 2 
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resembling minima Coldingham L 29 Apr; Arg, 1 hutchinsii Islay Jan-8 Apr; Lan, 54 Strathclyde 
CP 28 Jan; Wig, possible Autchinsii Cairnryan 23 Dec; Kirk, 30 L Ken 30 Sep. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Solway flock: record count of 10,500 Nov, 26% juvs, mbs 2.35; 
Islay, 17,345 on 19 Dec; Suth, 150+ Eilean Hoan 14 Oct; O Heb, 250 Sound of Barra 24 Oct; 
Ork, 450-500 South Ronaldsay 26 Mar. Counts/passage: Shet, 11 Mousa 19 Apr, 8 Fetlar 29 Sep; 
scarce Fair Isle, 35 on 13 Oct; Caith, 128W Sandside Hd 10 Oct; 12 over Inverness 20 Oct; Aber, 
30NW Strathbeg 9 Mar, IN Peterhead 13 Jun, from 25 Sep, 643S Girdle Ness 13 Oct; Perth, 22 
Tibbermore 15 Dec; Fife, 200W Eden est 13 Oct; Stir, 31 Skinflats 13 Oct; Arg, singles Mull 9 
Jun, Coll 3 Jul; Midl, 66S Middleton 13 Oct; E Loth, 30 Dirleton 30 Jan, 20 North Berwick 23 
Sep, 395 Tyninghame 13 Oct, 600 Aberlady 13 Oct; Borders, 105 Dunglass 13 Oct; Ayr, 134S 
Ardrossan-Turnberry Pt 13 Oct; Kirk, 3500 Mersehead 18 Mar, 2 Lochinvar L 5 Jun. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla D=dark-bellied B b bernicla, P=pale-bellied B b hrota. Peak 
counts/passage: Shet, 1 Quendale 25 Jul, 7D Spiggie 24 Nov-2 Dec; | Fair Isle 13, 20 Nov; Ork, 
3P Birsay 17 May, 3P Sanday 13 Oct; O Heb, 10 near Stornoway 9 Oct, 5 wintered N Uist; Caith, 
42P Sandside Bay 9 Oct, 20 East Ackergill 27 Oct; Inv, 2 Ardersier 29 Sep; Moray, 1P Lossiemouth 
17 Jul; SP Nairn 2 Nov; Aber/Kinc, 15 St Cyrus 5 Oct, 8 Cullen-Portsoy 26-28 Dec; 2 I of May 
22 Oct; Fife, 3 Tayport 20 Oct; W Loth, 4P W Hound Pt 11 Sep; E Loth, 1P Tyninghame-Aberlady 
28 Apr-26 Jul, 25S Barns Ness 23 Sep, 5P Tyninghame 19 Oct; Borders, 7P Dunglass 10 Nov, 
4P S Eyemouth 15 Dec; Arg, 104 L Gruinart, Islay 21 Apr; Ayr, 2P Balkenna 6-12 May, 4P Barassie 
10-11 Oct; Dumf, 2P Caerlaverock 23 Oct. 


Shelduck 7adorna tadorna Breeding: Shet, pr B/S Boddam 15 Jun; Ork, Ist young 22 May, pr 
with 24 juvs Marwick 6 Jun; 9 nests found I of May, 2 broods successful; Fife, 58 juvs Eden est 
31 Jul; W Loth, 48 ads with 67 juvs Dalmeny 25 Jun; E Loth, 150 ads with 32 juvs Aberlady 2 
Jul, 10 ads with 42 juvs Tyninghame 10 Jul; 28+ prs Arran, only 3 prs produced 10 young; Ayr, 
Ist young Dipple 19 May, 71 juvs Turnberry-Hunterston Jun-Aug. Counts/passage: Shet, 16 Virkie 
26 Mar; 1 Fair Isle 13 Jul; Ork, 43 South Ronaldsay 15 Apr; Suth, 50 Dornoch Pt 19 Feb, 18 Mar; 
Ross/Inv, 250 Castle Stewart 9 Jun, 300 Tain 17 Feb, 1 L Garten 17-21 Nov; Moray, 185 Findhorn 
Bay 19 May; Aber, 71 Ythan 18 Mar; Perth, 100 Invergowrie Bay 4 Apr; Fife, 1423 Eden est 15 
Jan; Stir, 1800 Grangemouth 25 Aug; W Loth, 520 Kinneil 6 Sep; E Loth, 166 Aberlady 22 Jan; 
Arg, 313 L Gruinart, Islay 9 Mar; Dunb/Renf, 409 Clyde est 18 Mar; Ayr, 142 Seamill-Hunterston 
3 Mar. 


T*Mandarin Aix galericulata Perth, nos appear stable in feral population, max 56 on R Tay 16 
Dec, several broods seen in spring. Elsewhere: Aber, pr Kintore 1 Apr; Midl, 9 Warriston, Edinburgh 
29 Jan, pr Cobbinshaw 18 Mar; Borders, 5 Brockholes — no evidence of breeding; Lan, ? Strathclyde 
CP 8 Apr; Kirk, 20° “Earlstoun L-Carsfad L 17-20 Nov, 1 till 16 Dec; Dumf, introduced near 
Lockerbie Dec. 
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Wigeon Anas penelope Breeding: Ork, min 7 prs at 4 sites, Ist brood 26 May; O Heb, 1-2 prs 
Balranald, N Uist; Inv, 8 prs bred Insh Marshes; Aber, bred at 4 sites; Perth, bred several lochs; 
Borders, 3 broods at 3 sites. Counts/passage: Shet, 180 Hillwell 22 Sep; 40 Fair Isle 16, 18 Sep; 
Ork, peak 1036 L of Harray 11 Dec; Caith, 717 Thurso 15 Jan; Suth, 8500 Dornoch Pt 14 Oct, 
2100 L Fleet 11 Nov; Ross/Inv, 6000 Edderton Bay 7 Oct, 7000 Tain Bay 7 Oct, 4000 Udale Bay 
5 Nov, 6000 Longman Bay 19 Nov; Moray, 1132 Findhorn Bay 16 Dec; Aber, 840 Ythan 21 Jan, 
950 Strath beg 14 Oct; Fife, 1270 Eden est 15 Jan; Stir, 550 Grangemouth 18 Feb; E Loth, 1145 
Aberlady-Tyninghame 10 Nov; Dunb, 610 Clyde est 14 Oct is record max, 1000 Endrick Mouth 
15 Oct-early Dec; Ayr, 500 Bogside 26 Nov; Wig, 1050 L Ryan 11 Nov. 
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*American Wigeon Anas americana Two: Caith, o Wick harbour 14 Apr (KWB, SGM); Wig, o” 
L Ryan from 1983 till 26 Feb (RHH, RWF et al). 


Gadwall Anas strepera Breeding: O Heb, 3-5 prs Balranald, N Uist, 5 young fledged; a few prs 
bred Fife; Borders, Ist confirmed breeding, pr with 2 juvs Branxholme Wester L 17 Jun; no breeding 
records Ork, Perth, Kinr. Peak counts: Shet, 3 Spiggie 18 Sep; 3 singles Fair Isle 27 Mar-25 Apr; 
Ork, 8 North Ronaldsay 30 Oct; Aber, more than usual, 15 records of 25 birds, 4 Aberdeen 27 
Sep, 4 Strathbeg 11 Nov; Perth, max 22 near Perth 14 May, 20 Dunning 25 Nov; Fife, 18 Kilconquhar 
L 27 Sep; E Loth, more than usual; Borders, 4 Yetholm 16 Sep; Arg, singles Mull 24 Feb, 13 Apr; 
Renf, 5 Stanely Res 14 Nov; Ayr, 4 North Craig Res 25 Sep. 


Teal Anas crecca Breeding: Shet, breeding confirmed at 6 sites; Ork, bred 4 sites, Ist young 30 
May; Inv, 13 prs bred Insh; Borders, 9 broods West Water; Kirk, good season L Ken. 
Counts/passage: Shet, 50 L of Heusbreck 24 Aug; max 20 Fair Isle 16 Sep; Ork, 450 L of Brockan 
8 Sep; Caith, 200 L of Mey 16 Sep; Suth, 430 L Fleet 14 Oct; Ross/Inv, 600 Munlochy Bay 26 
Aug, 650 L Eye 23 Nov; Aber, 1750 Strathbeg 23 Nov was record max; Stir, 580 Grangemouth 
18 Feb, 867 Carron Valley Res 28 Aug; Midl, 800 Crosswood 15 Oct; Ayr, 450 Bogside 27 Dec; 
Wig, 500 Aird Marsh 29 Jan; Dumf, 1140 Caerlaverock 19 Nov. Nearctic carolinensis: Shet, ¢ 
Sandwater L, Tingwall 20 Mar (PME); Perth,& Kinkell Bridge 26-28 Apr (MSC, JS); Arg, o’ Lochdon, 
Mull 12 Feb (RFC). 


Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Breeding: Ork, Ist young 20 Apr; 4 nests Forth Is; Borders, 47 broods, 
mbs 6.2; reduction in breeding success noted E Loth, Ayr due to Mink predation; good season 
Kirk. Counts: Shet, 166 Spiggie-Brow 20 Nov; Ork, 478 L of Stenness 16 Jan; Caith, 325 L Bushta 
19 Jan; Suth, 220 L Fleet 14 Oct; Ross/Inv, 476 Insh Marshes Feb, 550 Tain 27 Dec; Moray, 400 
L Spynie 16 Sep; Aber, max 3800 Strathbeg 23 Nov was highest count since 1968; Perth, cl000 
Carsebreck 7 Jan; Clack, 1200 Gartmorn Dam 25 Aug; Midl, 830 Moorfoot Resrs 6 Oct; Borders, 
1513 at 3 sites 25 Aug; Arg, 500 L Gruinart, Islay 10 Oct; Lan, max 1900 Strathclyde CP 16 Dec; 
Ayr, 500 Doonfoot 21 Jan. 


Pintail Anas acuta Breeding: Ork, 3 prs bred at 2 sites, 3 prs at 2 other sites may also have bred; 
pr may have bred Inv. Counts/passage: Shet, pr Hillwell 14 Jan-17 Feb was Ist winter record since 
1978; 2 singles Fair Isle 13 Oct, 24 Nov; Ork, 10 L of Sabiston 17 Oct; O Heb, 9 St Kilda 7 Jun; 
Suth, 150 Dornoch 14 Oct; Ross, 300 Nigg Bay 9 Feb; Aber, 12 Strathbeg 23 Sep; Perth, 14 Port 
Allen 11 Sep; Fife, 50 St Andrews Bay 23 Dec; Stir, 48 Grangemouth 22 Jan; Renf, 17 Langbank 
18 Mar; Kirk/Wig, only 48 L Ken Feb, 428 Carse Bay 14 Oct, 65 Glenluce 24 Dec; Dumf, 184 
Caerlaverock 19 Nov. 


*Garganey Anas querquedula 3 in spring: Shet, pair Spiggie 21-22 May, © Hillwell 25 May; © Fetlar 
28 May; Ork, 2 North Ronaldsay 22 May; O Heb, ~ L Stiapavat 2 Feb was exceptionally early, 
pr Balranald, N Uist 17 May; Aber, 2 Rickarton 3 Apr, singles Rattray 3 May, Cotehill 19 May, 
Strathbeg 25-27 May; Angus, o Duns Dish 14-18 May; ~ Blairgowrie 8 May; E Loth, pr Seafield 
Pond 19 Apr, pr Aberlady 30 Apr-9 May, “ Tyninghame 14 May; Borders, 5 Williestruther 22 
Apr — pr till 5 May; Lan, pr Baron’s Haugh 28 May-17 June; Ayr, pr Kilwinning 1-2 May, singles 
Doonfoot 19 May, Martnaham 16 Jun. Autumn: Borders, 2 Dowlaw 10 Nov. 
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*Blue-winged Teal Anas discors Four: Ork, 1 North Ronaldsay 14-22 Sep (MG et al); O Heb, pr 
L Hallan, S Uist 17 Jun (JKA, AMS); Aber, 1 Fraserburgh-Sandhaven 16 Sep, shot Strathbeg 19 
Sep (JD, KD, RS). é 


Shoveler Anas clypeata Breeding: Shet, 3 prs bred at 2 sites; Ork, 5S prs bred at 5 sites; Caith, pr 
B/S L of Mey 1 Jul, 2 other prs at 2 sites; Fife, 2 broods at one site Jul; possibly attempted E 
Loth; Dunb/Renf, pr bred Endrick Mouth, 3 prs bred Lochwinnoch; Ayr, 3-4 prs, only 5 juvs 
New Cumnock; low nos bred L Ken, Kirk. Counts: 6 Fair Isle 17 Sep; Ork, 21 North Ronaldsay 
23 Jan; Aber, 22 Strathbeg 16 Aug; Perth, 510 at one site 30 Sep; Fife, 32 Lochore 12 Sep, 50 
Kilconquhar L 4 Nov; Borders, 110 Hirsel 10 Nov; Arg, 18 Bridgend, Islay 22 Feb; Lan, 32 Bishop 
L 13 Oct; Bute, 33 Greenan L 29 Sep; Kirk, 32 Carlingwark L 15 Oct. 


*Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina Seven: Ork, 9/imm L of Harray 23 Nov-16 Dec, Ist for Ork; 
Moray, 2 L of Blairs 11 Nov, 1 on 13 Dec; Midl, 9 ’imm Musselburgh 23-28 Aug; Ayr, 30° °OMunnoch 
Res from 1983-4 Mar. 


Pochard A ythya ferina Breeding: Fife, a few prs bred; Kirk, 2 prs Carlingwark L, pr with young 
was Ist proven breeding since 1966. Counts: Shet, 70 Brow 5 Dec; Ork, 3000 L of Harray 11 Jan, 
2358 L of Boardhouse 22 Nov; Caith, 278 L Watten 11 Nov; Aber, very low nos, 350 Strathbeg 
22 Nov; Fife, 450 Methil 22 Jan; Stir, 180 Carron Valley Res 19 Nov; Midl, 230 Leith-Newhaven 
25 Jan, 150 Duddingston 26 Dec; Borders, 90 Hule Moss 23 Dec; Arg, 64 Jura 23 Feb; Lan, 347 
Strathclyde CP 28 Jan; Ayr, 162 Glenbuck 16 Dec; Kirk, 160 L Ken Dec, 200 Carlingwark L Nov- 
Dec; Dumf, 132 Lochmaben 5 Mar. 


*Ring-necked Duck Avthva collaris Four: Shet, oNorby, Sandness 29 Nov-end Dec (PVH, KO); 
Ork, ©’ St Mary’s L, Holm 7-8 May, L of Kirbister, Orphir 13 May, Echnaloch 2-16 Jun (JRMcC, 
CJB); Inv& Inverness 22 Jan-25 Feb, Insh Marshes 28 Mar-1 Apr, 11 Oct-end Dec (RHD, ZB 
et al); Arg, ° Easter Ellister, Islay 23 Jan-11 Mar (RDB, Mrs JD). 


Tufted Duck Avthva fuligula Breeding: Shet, min 10 prs bred, 3 broods Walls 4 Jul; Ork, 12 prs 
bred at 10 sites, Ist young 7 Jun; Inv, 15 broods totalled 46 young Insh Marshes 14 Jul; Aber, 
poor season Skene; Borders, 17 broods totalled 79 young; Ayr, 10 broods totalled 49 young; Kirk, 
none bred L Ken due to drought. Counts: Shet, max 158 Brow 24 Nov; Ork, 1483 L of Harray 
11 Jan; Caith, 350 L Watten 15 Jan; Inv, 981 Kessock Narrows 22 Jan; Aber, 1100 Strathbeg 18 
Sep; Fife, 500 Methil 22 Jan; Stir, 227 Carron Valley Res 29 Jul; Midl, 700-800 Leith 2 Feb; Lan, 
539 Strathclyde CP 28 Jan, 333 Hillend Res 21 Oct; Ayr, 165 Martnaham 13 Aug; Kirk, 180 L 
Ken Nov, 180 Carlingwark L 13 Nov. 


Scaup Avthva marila Summer: Shet (3), Ork (2), Inv (12), Aber (4), Midl (3), Borders (3), Ayr 
(6). Counts: Ork, 144 L of Harray 11 Dec; Suth, 121 Meikle Ferry 21 Oct; Ross/Inv, 170 Edderton 
4 May, 80 Cromarty Firth 11 Dec; poor year Aber, SSN Peterhead 11 May; Fife, 660 Methil 22 
Jan; Loth, south Forth flock almost disappeared, 9 Musselburgh 22 Jan; Dunb, 84 Ardoch 9 Dec; 
Ayr, 160 Prestwick-Barassie 21 Jan; Wig, 280 L Ryan 21 Jan. 


Eider Somateria mollissima Breeding: Shet, 1st young Uyeasound 7 Jun; Ork, Ist young 5 Jun, 
90 nests Holm of Papa Westray; Inv, 25 prs bred Handa; Aber, breeding late and poor, only about 
1000 prs bred Ythan/Forvie, mcs 3.9, 120 ducklings on estuary end Jul; 413 nests found I of May; 
153 nests of 6 Forth Is; W Loth, 27 juvs Dalmeny 26 Jul; E Loth, late season, 430 young Aberlady- 
Gullane 3 Jun. Counts: Shet, 10,113 in moult-flocks late Aug-mid Sep; 635 Fair Isle 10 Sep; Ork, 
670 Tingwall-Egilsay 26 Jan; Caith, 1287 offshore in Dec survey; Suth, 3000 L Fleet 6 Oct; Aber, 
6700 Ythan/Forvie 15 May, 9000 Murcar-Blackdog 20 Aug; 613 I of May 8 May; Fife, 6000 Tentsmuir 
Pt 2 May; W Loth/Midl, 1300 Musselburgh 17 Sep, 871 Dalmeny 30 Dec; E Loth, 2500 Gosford 
22 Jul; Renf, ° L Libo 21 Oct, 3100 Langbank-Port Glasgow 11 Nov; Ayr, 1370 Meikle Craigs 
14 Jun; Wig, 2000 Larbrax Bay 19 Jun. 


*King Eider Somateria spectabilis Shet,? Gutcher, Yeli 20 Jan (RJT)§, 9 Linga, Bluemull Sound 
12 Feb (JND)§, 2? Lunna 17 Apr (PME, RJT)§, 9° Nesting 31 Aug (PME et al)§; Suth, 1-20 0°L 
Fleet-Embo all year (per ARM); Aber, 0 Ythan 19 May-4 Jun, Blackdog later (MVB et al),© S 
Peterhead 6 Nov (MI); Renf/Ayr, ° Turnberry Pt 10-12 Mar, Skelmorlie-Wemyss Bay 10 Dec-end 
Dec (GC, RHH, RMS). 


*Steller’s Eider Polvsticta stelleri One: O Heb, the long-staying o’at Vorran Is, S Uist was last seen 
12 Aug (SJMG). This individual had been around since 1972. 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Summer: Ork (2), Caith (2), Aber (1). Counts: Shet, 941 
Bluemull 20 Jan, main arrival from 12 Oct, 632 Bluemull 6 Dec; Ork, 700 Pt of Avelshay-Rousay- 
Egilshay 25 Apr, Ist of autumn 13 Sep, 450 Eynhallow Sound 24 Nov; Caith, 350 Dunnet Bay 
9 Nov; Suth, 700+ Dornoch-Embo 7 Mar, 1140 Brora 9 Dec; Ross, 2000 Riff Bank 24 Oct; Moray, 
3230 Burghead Bay 24 Oct; Aber, 520 New Aberdour 25 Nov; Fife, 550+ Leven 17 Mar; Midl, 
122 Musselburgh 11 Nov; E Loth, 243 Gullane 15 Mar, Ist of autumn Gosford 8 Sep, 180 in Nov; 
Wig, 6 L Ryan 28 Dec was largest group in SW. 


Common Scoter Melanitta nigra Breeding: Shet, 3 prs on freshwater lochs but no proof of breeding; 
Caith, prs on 6 lochs, B/1 Jul; Suth; 0 with 29 Qat one site 2 May; Ross/Inv, 3 broods totalling 
16 young at one site 16 Jul, 9 B/5 at another 4 Aug; Perth, 3 prs at one site, 2? B/3 on 15, 26 Jul, 
pr present at another 6 May; Dunb/W Stir, 6 prs + 2° °° L Lomond 29 May, ? B/5 on 4 Aug. 
Counts: Shet, 20 Catfirth 20 Nov; Caith, 70-80 Dounreay late Nov-end Dec, 130 Ushat Hd 23 Dec; 
Suth, 3900 Dornoch-Embo 7 Mar; Ross, 800 Morrich Mor 23 Jul; Moray, 1215 Spey Bay 12 Dec; 
Aber, 2500 Blackdog 10 Jun; 99 I of May 6 Sep; Fife, 2270 St Andrews Bay 12 Dec; E Loth, 564 
Gosford 9 Jun, 6402 9/imms Yellowcraig 25 Nov; Borders, 296N St Abbs 24 Aug; Ayr, 74 
Chapeldonan 1 Dec; Wig, 107 L Ryan 18 Nov. 


*Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata Ork, ad? Hoxa, South Ronaldsay 18 Jun (RAC, JAC); Caith, 
o’Sinclair’s Bay 22 Dec-end Dec (PRS et al)§; Suth, ° L Fleet-Embo 8 Mar-28 Dec (per ARM); 
Moray, imm © Spey Bay 17 Apr, 20° and ? on 12 Dec, o and ° till end Dec (SJA et al); Fife, 
ovand ? St Andrews 3-9 Mar, 18 Mar-1 Apr (GA, AB et al), © from 9 Dec-end Dec (DED, RSh); 
E Loth,o and ? Gosford Bay 9 Apr-7 May (GA, ABet al); Wig, ? L Ryan 7 Oct (RWF, DG, RHH). 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca Counts: Shet, 3 Dury Voe 17 Oct; Ork, 13 Echnaloch Bay 13 Oct; 
Caith, 16 Sinclair’s Bay 26 Dec; Suth, 300 Embo 30 Jan, 2 Mar; Moray, 515 Burghead Bay 12 
Dec; Aber, 100 Balmedie-Ythan 11 Aug; Fife, 450 St Andrews 17 Mar; E Loth, 168 Gosford 12 
May; Borders, 1 inland Tushielaw 25 Sep; total 6-7 in SW. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Breeding: eggs laid in 53 nests, 311 hatched from 33 clutches, and 
fledging success was good, 2 nests in new area. More summered than usual Aber, 29 Meikle 2 Jun, 
35 Strathbeg 23 Jun, 64 on 7 Aug; usual scatter of summer records elsewhere. Counts: Shet, 146 
Spiggie 24 Nov; Ork, 188 L of Stenness 16 Jan; Caith, 150 Dunnet Bay 9 Nov; 700 Inverness 16 
Mar; Aber, 195 Skene 11 Feb, 279 Girdle Ness 15 Jan; Perth, 270 Invergowrie Bay 20 Dec; Fife, 
800 Methill 22 Jan; Midl, 270 Musselburgh 18 Feb; Arg, 75 Barcaldine 14 Mar; Dunb/Renf, 418 
Clyde est 22 Jan; 60 R Clyde, Glasgow 20 Jan; Ayr, 275 Barassie-Irvine 29 Jan. 


*Smew Mergus albellus Redheads unless stated, 29-30 winter-spring: Ork, singles Brodgar 20 Jan, 
L of Clumly 9 Feb, 0’ L of Boardhouse 2 Mar; Inv, © Insh Marshes from 1983-27 Mar, © Inverness 
4 Jan-23 Mar; Aber, ~ Ythan 19 Feb, singles Strathbeg 14, 29 Jan, 26 Feb; Midl, 1 Musselburgh 
28 Jan-18 Feb, 2 on 11 Feb, 1 Threipmuir 7-8 Jan; W Loth, 1 Linlithgow 11 Feb; Borders, ©’, 2 
? ?Hoselaw 8 Jan,& on 18 Mar,© Kelso 9 Jan, & Tweedhaugh 15 Jan, ©’Kelso 12 Feb, o Yetholm 
8 Apr; Arg, Cairndow, L Fyne 10 Feb; Dunb/W Stir, 2 Endrick Mouth 4 Mar, o’near Balfron 
18 Apr-12 May; W Stir, 1 Dumbreck 4 Feb; Renf, ~ Whittliemuir Dam 8 Jan; Lan, 1 Strathclyde 
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CP 29 Jan, oKelvin Mouth 11 Mar, 8 Apr; Ayr, 1 Kerse L-Ayr 15-24 Jan; Dumf, 1 Lochmaben 
26 Feb-21 Mar. 17+ in autumn: Ork, singles Echnaloch 25 Nov-11 Dec, 23-28 Dec; Caith, 1 Castlehill 
1 Oct; Aber, 1 Strathbeg 25 Nov; Fife, ° Holl Res 21 Nov; Borders, ° Yetholm 16 Dec; Arg, 1 
L Indaal, Islay 2 Nov; Dunb/W Stir, 2 Endrick Mouth 4-31 Dec; Renf, 1 Langbank 26 Aug, 1 
West Ferry 14 Oct; oon 9 Dec; Lan, 1 Strathclyde CP 24 Nov-end Dec, 2 Hogganfield L 10 Nov, 
oon 22 Dec; Kirk, 1 Kendoon L 31 Dec; Dumf, 1 Lochmaben 4-5 Nov. A hybrid x Goldeneye 
O was recorded Inverness 6 Mar. 


Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator Breeding: Shet, Ist young Yell early Jul; Ork, bred 9 sites, 
lst young Durkadale Burn 3 Jul; Perth, 3 créches totalled 82 R Tay Jul-Aug; Borders, ? B/6 Talla 
3 Jul; 5 prs hatched 38 young Arran; Ayr, ° with créche of 27 Ballantrae 14 Jul. Counts: Shet, 
42 Sullom Voe 2 Dec; Ork, 75+ Echnaloch Bay 16 Sep; Suth, 600 Dornoch 14 Oct; Ross, 1800 
Eathie 27 Oct; Aber, 76 Yihan 12 Feb; 15 I of May 13 Oct; Fife, 510 Kinshaldy 18 Aug; W Loth, 
400 Dalmeny 23 Oct; E Loth, 220 Gosford 11 Aug; Arg, 133 L Gilp 6 Sep; Dunb/Renf, 105 Clyde 
est 18 Mar; Arran, 98 Whiting Bay 6 Oct; Ayr, 171 Dipple 21 Aug; Wig, 246 L Ryan 11 Nov. 


Goosander Mergus merganser Breeding: Suth, 2 nests recorded; Inv, 13 broods recorded in Ness 
area; Borders, 22 broods totalled 165 young; Lan, 14+ territories S Lan; Ayr, 4 broods totalled 
26 young; good season Kirk. Counts: Shet, 5 Spiggie 18-28 Nov; Ross/Inv, 910 Beauly Firth 23 
Jan, 1280 on 5 Dec; Moray, 96 Spey Bay 23 Aug; Aber, 101 Skene 11 Feb; Perth, 60 Port Allen 
12 Aug; Midl, 66 Moorfoot Resrs 25 Mar; E Loth, 36 Whiteadder Res 27 Oct; Borders, 469 counted 
in survey 15-31 Mar, 200+ at one site 14 Sep; Lan, 67 Strathclyde CP 16 Dec; Kirk, 75 Auchenreoch 
L 9 Feb, 155 L Ken 5 Aug. 


*Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis A remarkable surge in records. Breeding: Aber, present Strathbeg 
6 May-11 Nov, 5 birds all summer, 3 broods totalled 13 in Aug, Ist breeding record for Aber; 
Angus, pr reared 4 young Kinnordy, 1-2 birds present Forfar L 16 May-15 Nov; display noted at 
one site Perth. Elsewhere: Ork, o Stronsay 25 May; Moray, | L Spynie 6 May; Aber, | Meikle 
18 Sep; Perth, © Stormont L-Hare Myre 15 Apr, up to S till 8 Jul, 8 L of Menteith 26 Apr; Fife, 
2° OLochgelly 22-24 Aug; Midl, ° Duddingston 29 Jul-1 Aug; Borders, 20° o’Hoselaw 6 May, 
Faldonside 6-21 May, 30° oPloughlands 19 Jun; Ayr, 30° OMartnaham 29 Apr, 8 on 7 May, 1 till 
21 Jul; Dumf, © Hightae 12 Jul. 


Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus Shet, 1 Yell 5 Jul; 1 Fair Isle 15, 19 Oct; Ork, 1 Firth 8 Jul; Caith, 
1 Noss Hd 20 Aug; Inv, singles North Kessock 20 Apr, Nethy Bridge 14 Jun; Aber, 1 Gight 8 Jun 
died next day; Stir, 1S Carron Valley 21 Oct; Borders, 1 St Abbs-Coldingham 16 Sep. 


*Red Kite Milvus milvus Shet, 1 Quendale 13-19 Oct; 1 Fair Isle 20-21 Oct almost certainly same 
bird; Arg, 1 over Easter Ellister, Islay 17 Mar. 


*White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 2 unsuccessful nesting attempts. Re-introduction programme 
Rhum, Inv continued with another 10 juvs imported from Norway, bringing the total released to 
72. Wandering birds noted Shet, Fair Isle, Ork, Suth. 


*Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus A poor showing again with only 10 records, 9?/imms unless 
stated. O Heb, | Balranald, N Uist 1 Jun; Ross/Inv, 1 Insh Marshes 6 Jun, Cromarty Bridge 
11 Oct; Moray, 1! Milton Brodie 24 Nov; Aber, 1 Glen Dye 24 May, 1 Strathbeg 26-27 May; Angus, 
_1N Arbroath 7 Oct; E Loth, 1 Barns Ness 20 May; Dunb, | Endrick Mouth 2 Sep; Dumf, 1 
Lochmaben 20 May. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Breeding: Ork, 42 nests found, 41 young reared from 18 successful 
nests, c4 prs also bred at 2 other sites; O Heb, c6 prs Uists; Caith, breeding population remains 
low; persecution continues C Highlands, 8 nests failed one area Aber, but good season Badenoch- 
Strathspey, Perth; heavy persecution Dunb/W Stir/Lan; 10+ territories Arran; Kirk/Wig, 16 prs 
located, 18 young reared from 7 nests. Migrants: Shet, up to 4 singles 16 Sep-7 Oct; Fair Isle, singles 
24 Sep, 22 Nov-Dec; good scatter of records from coastal districts Inv, E Loth, Borders, Ayr, Kirk, 
but scarce Aber. 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 4-5 prs reported N Scotland, pr reared 3 young from 4 eggs; bred 
successfully at one site S Scotland. Elsewhere: Ork, ? North Ronaldsay 8 Jun; Inv, © on Cairngorm 
plateau 10 Aug; Aber, 1 Cotehill 22 Sep; Ayr, ° Heads of Ayr 9 May. 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Breeding: Ork, pr reared 3 young at one site, may also have bred 
at 2 or 3 other sites; good season Inv; 26 prs reared 55 Moray; Perth, 3 prs reared 10-11 young 
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Dunblane; Midl, pr reared 3 near central Edinburgh; further increase E Loth; good season Borders, 
Kirk. Migrants: Shet, over 20 records in autumn, up to 4 Kergord 21, 25 Nov; thin passage Fair 
Isle 5 Apr-29 May, 1-2 from 11 Sep-10 Nov. 


Buzzard Buteo buteo Breeding: Ork, pr reared 2 young; O Heb, c22 prs N Uist; good season Caith, 
North Suth; Ross/Inv, 33 successful prs reared 68 young, but poor season Kiltarlity area; Moray, 
21 prs reared 54 young; Aber, continued persecution preventing attempted spread into Buchan; 
E Loth, pr reared 2 young; Borders, good season and continued spread; no change Ayr; Kirk/Wig, 
increase lowland areas, but virtually absent from conifer-afforested uplands. Migrants/counts: Shet, 
3 singles 2 Dec-end Dec; 2 singles Fair isle 6-14 Oct, 20 Nov-4 Dec; Aber, 16 Gairnshiel 5 Aug; 
26 in South half of Bute 29 Sep. 


*Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 15 records, 12 in autumn: Shet, singles Quendale 6 Oct, 
Kergord 29 Nov-end Dec, Graven 11 Dec; 1 Fair Isle 17 Nov; Ork, singles North Ronaldsay 1 May, 
Sanday 12 Oct, Hoy 15 Oct; O Heb, 1 S Uist 29 Sep, 6 Oct; Caith, singles Reay 12 Apr, Broubster 
18 Nov; Suth, 1 L Merkland 30 May; Moray, 1 Milton Brodie 24 Nov; Aber, 1 Clola 23 Nov; 
Borders, 1 Dye Water 16 Dec; Arg, 1 Craignure, Mull 4 Oct. 


Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Breeding: Ork, no breeding recorded; O Heb, 7 prs Uists, Benbecula, 
4 prs bred successfully; Ross/Inv, of 90 territorial prs 45 successful prs reared 53 young; 
Aber/Angus/Perth, of 26 prs 10-12 prs were successful; Arg, of 43 prs 20 successful prs reared 
23 young; 2 successful prs reared 2 young in SW. Migrants: Ork, imm Rousay 8 Dec; O Heb, imm 
disabled by Fulmar oiling Tiumpan Hd, Lewis taken into care Apr. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 31 prs held territory, 29 prs laid eggs, and 21 nests fledged 47 young; 
arrival Kingussie, Inv 14 Mar, most end Mar-early Apr, last 1 Newburgh, Aber 24 Sep. Migrants: 
3-4 Shet 23 Apr-14 Jun; 1 over Fair Isle 19 May; Ork, 2 Papa Westray 11 May, 1 on 19 May; 
1 lof May 7 Jun; Arg, 1 L a Phearsain 5 Apr; Lan, juv struck pylons and died Lesmahagow 25 Aug. 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Breeding: Ork, decline Mainland to 20 prs (50-60 prs in 1972); O Heb, 
5 prs N Uist; Ross/Inv, 44 young produced from 9 nests; good season suggested from Caith, Perth, 
Borders, W Stir, Kirk/Wig; Ayr, 74% territory occupancy, of 36 breeding attempts only 4 failed, 
mes 5.2 and 4.3 young reared per successful nest. Migrants: Shet, poor with only 3 spring records, 
16 singles at 7 localities 9 Sep-9 Oct, 1 Fetlar 20 Dec; scarce Fair Isle 30 Apr-24 Jun, 1-3 daily 
16 Sep-16 Oct. 


*Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus Two: Shet, Ist so’ Eshaness 16-24 Jun (DC, DL); Fair Isle, 
Ist so from 4-17 Jun (PVH, KO). 


Merlin Falco columbarius Breeding: Shet, 19 prs nested, of 15 successful prs mbs 3.3; Ork, 5 prs, 
2 successful prs reared 6 young; O Heb, 4 prs N Uist, Barra; C and N Highlands, 43 successful 
prs reared 113 young; up to 50 territories recorded S Scotland, 19 successful prs reared 49+ young. 
Migrants: spring passage Fair Isle 26 Mar-26 May, 26 Aug-24 Nov in autumn, max 5 on 21 Oct. 


*Hobby Falco subbuteo Seven: Shet, singles Linni Geo 5 Jun, North Is 18-22 Sep; Suth, 1 Embo 
21 Oct; Inv, 1 Insh Marshes 1-4 Sep; Aber, singles Blairs 9 Jun, Peterhead 24 Jul, Strathbeg 6-7 Sep. 


*Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus Two: Ork, 1 Graemsay 27 Jan (ERM, MG), 2nd yr 2 Rendall-Evie 
22-23 Apr (ERM, MG, PR et al). 


Peregrine Falco peregrinus Breeding: a good year in N Scotland with improvement Shet-Ork, mixed 
success in S Scotland. Generally the favourable weather helped, but nest robberies continued in 
NE and SW. Main passage 1-2 Fair Isle 26 Mar-29 May, 18 Sep-25 Oct; 3 Fulmar-oiled birds recorded 
Ork; singles I of May 6, 8, 30 Sep, 12 Oct. 


Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus Breeding: Ork, good success Hoy but poor Rousay; Caith good season; 
Fife, probable increase; Borders, low nos Dowlaw and Greenlaw but good success Bowhill where 
713 shot in season; Renf, none found Duchal Moor first time ever — up to 3000 shot per season 
earlier this century; still low nos Stir, Ayr, Kirk. Counts: Shet, singles Hagdale, Saxavord, Unst 
18 Nov; Inv, 80 Dalwhinnie 29 Jan; Aber, some very large packs with 460 Morrone, 448 Glen Elg, 
210 Chest of Dee in Jan, 1130 Glen Callater in Feb; Midl, 100 Turnhouse Hill, Pentlands 25 Jan. 


Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus Caith, pr Maidens Pap 14 Jul, 1 Morven 1 Dec; Suth, 5 Ben Hope 4 
Nov; Inv/Aber, Cairngorms spring stock moderate with smallish broods but good success in some 
areas, Cairnwell Hills nos still low but very good season; Perth, nos still low, Borders, j in hills 
S of Peebles 20 Apr; Stir, signs of presence (feathers, droppings) Ben Lomond 26 Aug where no 
reports for over a decade; Dunb, 2 Ben Vorlich 4 Aug. 


Black Grouse TJetrao tetrix Suth, pr Dalharrold 3 May; Inv, 35 Dalwhinnie 3 Feb, 80° o Tulloch 
Moor (5 in 1983); Aber, poor season Deeside, max count 59 Glen Tanar 27 Oct; Perth, increasing; 
E Loth, 5 Monynut 19 Dec; Borders, more reports, best leks 180°O° Baddingsgill and 180° Wakefield, 
41 shot Bowhill; Arg, 9 Garmony, Mull 15 Apr; Lan, 180 0 Auldhouse lek; Ayr, more reports 
in N, 9-100'o Kilbirnie Hills in spring, 60°03 99 Clauchrie Hill 22 Apr; Kirk/Wig, further decline 
some areas but 14+0° 0° Clatteringshaws lek. 


Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus Inv, decreasing, max 7 L Garten 9 Mar; Aber, population estimated 
at 220 birds but poor season; Perth, more reports but nos still low; Fife, 10°49 ?Tentsmuir in Apr. 


tRed-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa Many reports south from Inv and Banff including Chukar 
hybrids; confirmed breeding in Aber, Perth, Borders. Largest counts (other than known releases): 
Banff, 20 Buckie 24 Jan; Aber, 30 Dunecht 25 Feb. 


Grey Partridge Perdix perdix Caith, good nos outwith breeding season; Suth, 2 prs possibly bred 
Melvich; good seasons Ross/Inv, Moray, Aber, Fife, Loth, Borders; Ayr, good season most areas 
but very scarce in parts of N where only 2 prs found on 800 ha of farmland; Kirk/Wig, still generally 
scarce. Peak coveys: Midl, 60 Musselburgh 6 Feb; Borders, 68 Dowlaw 11 Nov; Ayr, very high 
count 115+ Highfield-Sandyford 17 Nov. Also 1 off sea Eyemouth, Borders 13 Oct. 


*Quail Coturnix coturnix No confirmed breeding records. Ork, 2 Rennibister 9 Jun; O Heb, | North 
Tolsta 16 Apr, 1 Balranald 14 Sep; Banff, 1 calling Buckie several days Jul; E Loth, | calling 
Lochhouses 31 Jul; Borders, ! calling Lilliesleaf 9 Jun; Lan, 1 calling Carstairs early Jul; Ayr, 
1 Turnberry 2 Jun, 1 Greenan 26 Jun. 


Pheasant Phasianus colchicus Ork, increase Rousay from about 10 birds in 1978 to 200-300, 56 
Lyness, Hoy 11 Dec; Borders, 3253 shot Bowhill in season; Kirk/Wig, 2400 released Hensol. No 
other comments of note. 


tGolden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus Arg, still present L na Keal area, Mull; Kirk/Wig, only 
reports were singleo’ o'Glen of the Bar and near Carsluith 26 Dec. 


Water Rail Rallus aquaticus Breeding: Inv, 5 prs Insh, 3-4 calling L Mallachie 9 Apr; Aber, bred 
Ordie; Perth, probably bred Tay reedbeds, present 2 inland sites May; Midl, pr + 2 juvs Duddingston 
29 May; E Loth, possibly bred Aberlday; Borders, at least 10 prs at 5 sites; Stir, 13 prs Dumbreck; 
Renf, 5 prs Glen Moss; Lan, 3-4 prs Strathclyde Park, 1 pr Possil Marsh; Ayr, 7 prs New Cumnock; 
Wig, possibly bred Aird Marsh; Kirk, pr + 2 juvs Hensol 24 Jun. Migrants: Shet, singles Spiggie, 
Uyeasound 21 Sep; Fair Isle, absent 10 May-19 Sep; O Heb, 1 St Kilda 19 Sep; Caith, 1 Sandside 
Burn 4 May; Isle of May, 1 on 16 Apr. Also 11 Strathbeg, Aber 11 Dec. 


*Spotted Crake Porzana porzana Shet, 1 Out Skerries 18-19 Sep; Ork, 1 St Ola 24 Nov; Suth, 
1 freshly dead Balnakeil 14 Oct; Inv, 2-5 calling Insh 15-30 May, max 5 calling 17-18 May; Angus, 
1 Restenneth 8-21 May; Perth, 1 calling Dunalastair 23 May; Kirk, 1! calling New Galloway 27-29 Apr. 


Corncrake Crex crex Breeding: Ork, confirmed breeding 2 areas with calling birds at 7 further areas, 
first calling 2 May; O Heb, increasing North Uist, first Balranald 19 Apr; Caith, continued decline, 
only 1 calling Reay in May; Suth, 2 sites Melvich; Arg, 25 calling mid-summer Coll, further decline 
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Islay; Ayr, pr possibly bred in S. Calling birds: Shet (4), Inv (1), Perth (1), Stir (2), Ayr (1). Migrants: 
Shet, 1 Whalsay 20 Sep; Fair Isle, 1-2 May, 1 in Aug, 2 in Sep, 1 on 30 Oct; Caith, 1 John O’ 
Groats 16 Sep; Isle of May, 1 on 16 Sep; Ayr, extremely early bird Dalmellington 27 Mar. 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Breeding: Shet, bred Hillwell, 2 juvs on 24 Aug; Ork, bred 14 sites, 
lst young 11 May; Inv, 5 prs one area Insh where 10 prs in 1977; E Loth, decline some areas probably 
due to Mink; Kirk/Wig, small colony L Moan probably extinct. Counts/passage: Shet, 12 Hillswick 
31 Mar; Fair Isle, 1-2 on 7 dates 28 Mar-9Apr, 2 in Oct; Aber, 20 Kinnaber 3 Feb; E Loth, 30 
North Berwick Law 15 Dec; Arg, 4 Aros Park, Mull 18 Mar; Stir, 58 Dumbreck 21 Sep; Lan, 31 
Stepps 16 Sep. 


Coot Fulica atra Breeding: Ork, noted 16 sites, Ist young 28 May; Midl, 50+ prs at 13 sites; Borders, 
93 prs at 30 sites. Counts/passage: Shet, 12 Spiggie-Brow 23 Nov; Fair Isle, influx 25 Mar-15 Apr 
included record count of 5 on 2 Apr, 1 dying 21 Nov; Caith, 350 L Scarmclate Oct; Suth, 2 Duart 
Mor (very few records for W of county); Aber, 1290 Strathbeg 23 Nov; Fife, 436 Lochore 11 Jan; 
W Loth, 235 Linlithgow 16 Dec; Midl, 240 Duddingston 21 Jan; Borders, 284 Hirsel 25 Nov; Renf, 
400 Lochwinnoch Nov-Dec; Lan, 516 Hogganfield 5 Feb. Birds on sea Jan reported from Caith, 
Renf, Ayr, max 90 Longhaugh Pt, Renf 22 Jan. 


*Crane Grus grus Ork, 2 Sanday 27-31 Mar (AC,JEC); Borders, imm Fairnington 1 May-late May, 
at Quixwood 4-11 Jun (HBMcK,SRW), ad N Burnmouth 2 Jun (FE), ad Mellerstain-Hule Moss 
25 Aug-9 Sep (COB, WHRIL et al); Kirk, Ist yr Muirhead, Twynholm 6-12 Apr (DMH,ADW et al). 


Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Breeding: Fair Isle, 85 prs; Suth, 28 prs Handa; I of May, 
29 prs; Lan, 239 prs located in partial survey of S Lan valleys. Counts/passage: Fair Isle, peaks 
195 on 19 Mar, 125 in Aug; Caith, 931 on coast in Dec survey; Suth, 1600 L Fleet 23 Dec; Moray, 
2000 Culbin 20 Jan; Fife, 3000 St Andrews 31 Jan; W Loth, 3000 Dalmeny 23 Aug; Midl, Ist back 
Gladhouse 11 Feb, 2000 Musselburgh 21 Jan, 3180 on 23 Sep; E Loth, 1990 Aberlady 17 Feb, 1700 
on 1 Sep; Arg, 1014 L Indaal, Islay 28 Feb; Dunb/Renf, 4036 Clyde est 19 Feb, 4069 on 23 Sep; 
Ayr, 1000 Chapeldonan-Balkenna 27 Aug; Kirk, 5700 Southerness 20 Jan, 4500 on 11 Nov. 


*Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus One: Aber, Ist w Ythan 14 Oct, at Meikle 16 Oct-3 
Nov, found dead Cotehill mid Nov (IM,RP et al). 


*Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta Exceptional influx: Suth, 1 Dornoch 31 Mar-2 Apr; Inv, 1 Broomhill 
Bridge, Strathspey 18-25 Apr; Moray, 2 Lossiemouth 25 Mar, 6 Findhorn Bay 28-29 Mar; Aber, 
2 Ythan 27 Mar; Angus, 2 Montrose end Mar-early Apr; Perth, 2 Invergowrie 28 Mar-1 Apr; Fife, 
1 Eden est 30 Mar-5 Apr; E Loth, 2 Belhaven 27-29 Mar, 1 Aberlady 8 Apr; Dunb, 1 Ardmore 
30-31 Mar. 


*Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius One: Aberlady, E Loth 15 May (BAH, PRG). 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Good breeding counts from BTO survey: Shet, 800-1000 prs; 
Fair Isle, 10 prs; Ork, 535 prs; Caith, healthy population at headlands, beaches and inland lochs; 
Suth, 6 prs Handa; Inv, only 15 prs on E coast; Aber, 57 prs; Perth, bred inland several lochs; 
Fife, only 4+ prs recorded seems too low; Stir, 4 prs Carron Valley Res; Midl, 14-16 prs; E Loth, 
97 prs including | inland pr hatched 4 eggs in cornfield Tranent; Borders, 19-21 prs located; Dunb, 
2 prs; W Stir, 5 prs; Renf, 22 prs; Lan, 102 prs; Ayr, 32 prs located; Wig, 20+ prs W shore L 
Ryan; Kirk, 23 prs on coast, 16 prs Clatteringshaws L was high. Counts/passage: Shet, 254 Virkie 
1 Sep; Fair Isle, max 72 on 24 Aug; Ork, 279 Sanday 1-2 Jan; Caith, 212 on coast in Dec survey; 
Suth, 140 L Fleet 14 Oct; Moray, 472 Findhorn Bay 19 May; Aber, 185 Ythan 26 May; Fife, 310 
Eden est 30 Aug; Midl, 140 Musselburgh 2 Sep; E Loth, 280 Aberlady 16, 28 May, 282 on 29 Jul, 
246 Tyninghame 19 May; Arg, 350 Gott Bay, Tiree 25 Aug; Renf, 100 Gourock-Inverkip 26 Dec; 
Ayr, 210 Doonfoot 23 Aug, 205 Prestwick 26 Sep. 


*Kilideer Charadrius vociferus One: Ayr, Portencross 21 Jan (CDC). 
*Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus One: Rattray, Aber 30 Apr (TWM). 


Dotterel Charadrius morinellus Breeding: nos good and good reports of hatched broods in mid- 
late Jun in Cairngorms and Grampians, flock of 21 on 10 Aug included 8 juvs; good reports also 
further N and W with flocks of 7 and 9 on different mountains near Invergarry. Migrants: Shet, 
singles Yell 3 Jun, Skerries 6 Jun; O Heb, 2 Newton Ferry, N Uist 7 Jun; Ross, 1 Chanonry 22-23 
Aug; Dumf, 8 Hartfell 19 May. 
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*Lesser Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica One: Fair Isle, 1 of race P d dominica 17 Oct (MSC,NJR). 


Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Breeding: few changes reported; Lan, decline due to afforestation 
Dungavel; Kirk, nos still low. Counts/passage: Shet, 450 Brow 19 Oct; Fair Isle, peaks 145 on 
29 Apr, 100 on 21 Sep; Ork, 1600 Widewall 13 Oct; Aber, 2300 Rashierieve 22 Sep, 2000 Ythan 
16 Dec; Perth, 1500 Tibbermore 27 Oct; Fife, 2250 Crail 26 Sep, 2500 Eden est 14 Oct, 2300 Tayport 
16 Dec; Midl, 3000 Braid Hills Nov; E Loth, 2200 Aberlady 21 Nov; Borders, 900 Reston 24 Oct-21 
Nov; Arg, thousands Tiree 9-10 Mar; Ayr, 3500 Highfield 1 Oct, 2000 Bogside 14 Sep-15 Oct; Dumf, 
1500 Caerlaverock 20 Oct. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola Shet, 41 Spiggie 14 Sep; Fair Isle, passage 15 Sep-2 Oct, max 3; 
Ork, 14 Sanday 1-2 Jan; O Heb, 5 Balranald Jan; Caith, good autumn, max 5; Suth, 30 Dornoch 
24 Oct; Inv, 14 Fort George 24 Oct; Moray, 42 Findhorn Bay 28 Sep; Aber, 34 Ythan 21 Oct; 
Perth, 1 inland Killin 10 Jun, 30 Seaside 16 Oct; Fife, 500 Eden est 1 Jan, 650 on 8 Nov; Stir, 
40 Skinflats 29 Sep; W Loth, 50 Kinneil 4 Oct; Midl, 60 Musselburgh 20 Jan, 10 inland Cobbinshaw 
17 Sep; E Loth, 410 Aberlady 1 May, 70 summered, 345 on 23 Sep, 143 Tyninghame 10 Oct; Borders, 
22 St Abbs 16 Sep; Dunb, 2 Endrick Mouth in Aug; Lan, inland max 3 Hillend Res 15 Sep, 2 
Roughrigg Res Sep; Ayr, 12 Hunterston 23 Sep, 2 inland Gailes 26 Nov. 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Breeding: Shet, Ist eggs 28 Apr, Ist chicks 15 May; Fair Isle, 11 prs 
had good success; Ork, poor season; Isle of May, 4 prs reared 3 young; Midl, 34-35 prs Threipmuir; 
E Loth, 34 prs Aberlady had very good season; W Stir, 35 prs Kilmalcolm; Lan, 821 prs located 
in partial survey of S Lan valleys; Wig, poor season. Counts/passage: Shet, 420 Hillwell 2 Dec; 
Fair Isle, peaks 315 on 28 Mar, 48 on 18 Sep; Ork, 1800 L of Boardhouse 22 Nov; Caith, 1000 
Ackergill 10 Oct; Inv, 714 Insh 25 Feb; Moray, 1500 Findhorn Bay 19 Aug; Aber, 1500 Ythan 
25 Feb, 1900 on 14 Oct; Perth, 3-4000 Invergowrie-Port Allen 14 Oct; Fife, 2150 Eden est 10 Dec; 
Stir, 1300 Skinflats Sep-Oct; Midl, 1500 Cobbinshaw 16 Aug, 1500 Ingliston/Newbridge 28 Sep; 
E Loth, 2000 Tyninghame 14 Oct, 3250 Aberlady 21 Nov; Arg, 1886 L Gruinart, Islay 9 Mar; 
Dunb/Renf, 2634 Clyde est 11 Nov; Renf, 1000 Barr L 23 Aug; Lan, 2000 Drumclog 8 Aug; Ayr, 
3000 Gailes-Bogside 16-29 Sep, 2000 Galston 12 Oct. 


Knot Calidris canutus Fair Isle, max 15 on 28 Aug; Ork, 1250 Holm 6 May; Suth, 2000 L Fleet 
23 Dec; Ross, 1300 Munlochy 26 Jan; Moray, 400 Findhorn Bay 30 Mar; Aber, 260 Ythan 30 Sep; 
Fife, 2000 Eden est 17 Feb, 1100 Kirkcaldy 2 Dec; Stir, 2340 Skinflats 22 Jan, 2000 on 25 Dec; 
W Loth, 1000 Almond est 19 Dec; Midl, 3000 Musselburgh 18 Feb, 2000 on 21 Oct; E Loth, 1918 
Gosford 25 Feb, 1360 Aberlady 18 Jan, 450 summered, 4300 on 21 Nov; Arg, 300 L Gruinart, 
Islay 12 Oct; Ayr, 334 Troon 8 Jan. Inland: Midl, 2 Harperrig 16 Aug, 1 Gladhouse 16-27 Dec; 
Borders, 1 West Water 3 Aug; Dunb, Endrick Mouth 21 Aug-15 Sep max 21 on 31 Aug; Renf, 
5 Barr L 29 Aug-1 Sep; Lan, 2 Hillend Res 9 Sep, 1 on 28 Sep. 


Sanderling Calidris alba Winter-spring: Shet, 2 Quendale 1 Feb; Ork, 474 Sanday 1-2 Jan; Caith, 
23 Reiss 5 Jun; Aber, 109 Don mouth 2 Mar; Isle of May, 1 on 15 Apr was Ist spring record; 
Fife, 270 Eden est 4 Feb; E Loth, 96 Aberlady 26 May; Ayr, 20 Ardrossan 29 Jan; Kirk, 220 
Southerness 10 May. Autumn: generally low nos; Shet, 45 Quendale 2 Sep; Fair Isle, mainly 20 
Aug-14 Sep max 15; Aber, 85 Murcar Dec; Fife, 248 Tentsmuir 7 Oct; E Loth, 69 Aberlady 27 
Aug; Arg, 150 Gott Bay, Tiree 25 Aug. Inland: Dunb, 1 Endrick Mouth 29 Jul, 1 on 23 Aug; Renf, 
1 Barr L 27 Aug. 


Little Stint Calidris minuta Spring: Suth, 2 Collabol 15 Apr; Aber, 1 Meikie 30 Jun; Midl, 2 
Musselburgh 3 Jun; E Loth, 1 Aberlady 28-29 Apr, 1 on 29 May, 2 on 2-7 Jun. Autumn passage 
12 Jul-4 Nov, peaks: Shet, 22 Virkie 14 Sep, 15 Eshaness 16 Sep; Fair Isle, 9 on 23 Sep; Ork, 11 
North Ronaldsay 22 Sep; Caith, 4 Wick 17-21 Sep; Suth, 5 Dornoch 22 Sep; Aber, 7 Meikle 2! 
Sep, 7 Cairnbulg 22 Sep; Perth, 11 Port Allen 26 Sep, late 1 Invergowrie 18 Dec; Lan, 15 Hillend 
Res 29 Sep; Ayr, 4 Doonfoot 2-4 Oct. 


*Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii Breeding: 1-2 birds at 1 site, display noted 19 May-26 Jun. 
Migrants: Caith, 1 Dale 2 Jun, 1 Wick 11 Jun. 


*Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii One: Midl, juv Gladhouse 8 Sep (LLJV,RWS). 


*Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos At least six: Shet, 1 Spiggie 20-21 Sep (PME,DJW); Ork, 
1 Tankerness 24-28 Jul (ERM,ADR), 1 Evie 1 Sep (JBR); Arg, 1 Lochdon, Mull 18, 27 Sep 
(RAB,TDD,RFC); Lan, 2 Hillend Res 15-22 Sep, none 24 Sep, 1 from 26-30 Sep, 2 nearby Roughrigg 
Res 29 Sep (JNDa, AW). 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea Spring: Ross/Inv, 1 Wilkhaven 25 May; Ayr, 1 Doonfoot 
4-9 May; Wig, 1 L Ryan 7 Apr. Poor autumn passage 11 Jul-4 Nov peaks: Shet, 5 Eshaness 18 
Sep; Ork, 5 North Ronaldsay 29-30 Sep; O Heb, 6 Benbecula 6 Sep; Suth, 6 Dornoch 16 Sep; Moray, 
4 Lossiemouth 17 Sep; Perth, 7 Port Allen 17 Oct; W Loth, 4 Kinneil 4 Oct; E Loth, 5 Aberlady 
22 Aug; Arg, 3 L Gruinart, Islay 26 Sep; Ayr, 5 Bogside 22 Sep. 


Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima No evidence of breeding. Counts/passage: Shet, 95 Whalsay 
17 Feb, singles Mousa 30 Jun, 11 Jul; Fair Isle, last one 2 Jun, return 31 Jul, max 50 on 6 Apr; 
Ork, 1247 Sanday 1-2 Jan, 242 Eday 26 Jan, 229 Stronsay 15 May, small nos summered; Caith, 
850-900 on coast in Dec survey; Suth, 130 Brora 23 Dec; Banff, 222 Buckie 6 Jan; Aber, 342 Girdle 
Ness/Greg Ness 31 Jan, 400 Fraserburgh 18 Feb, 1-2 summered; Isle of May, 231 on 6 Aug; E 
Loth, i100 Leithies 5 Nov; Ayr, 105 Girvan-Maidens 18 Mar, | inland Corsehouse Res 26 Aug. 


Dunlin Calidris alpina Breeding: Shet, 50 prs Lumbister, Yell; Fair Isle, 1st confirmed breeding, 
fledgling on 3 Aug; Ork, 75+ prs noted 19 sites; elsewhere apparently no significant changes in 
status. Counts/passage: Shet, 200 Virkie 1, 22 Sep; Fair Isle, mainly 26 Apr-19 Jun, 13 Aug-19 
Oct, max 27 on 30 Aug; Ork, 1288 Sanday 1-2 Jan; Caith, 165 on shore in Dec survey; Suth, 2000 
L Fleet 23 Dec; Moray, 1500 Findhorn Bay 30 Dec; Perth, 1300 Kingoodie 2 Apr; Fife, 2000 Eden 
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est 18 Jan; Stir, 4050 Grangemouth 19 Feb; Midl, 2000 Musselburgh 20 Jan; E Loth, 1278 
Tyninghame 18 Feb; Arg, 480 L Gruinart, Islay 15 Nov; Renf, 1200 Langbank 22 Jan; Ayr, 700 
Barassie 24 Jan; Kirk, 800 Southerness 30 Apr. 


*Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus Two: E Loth, 1 Aberlady 25-29 May, another to at 
least 2 Jun (PRG,AB et al). 


*Buff-breasted Sandpiper 7ryngites subruficollis Two: O Heb, St Kilda 15 Sep (MJH); Perth, Port 
Allen 14,21-22 Sep (EJM, IMM) was Ist for county. 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax Very low nos winter-spring; Shet, 1 Fetlar 30 Apr; Ork, 1 dead North 
Ronaldsay 29 Jan, 1 Sandwick 13 May; Aber, 3 singles Jan-Feb; Midl, max 3 Musselburgh 5 Mar; 
E Loth, max 5 Gosford Feb-Mar; Lan, 1 Strathclyde Park 22 Jan; Ayr, | Bogside 1 Jan, 1 
Knockshinnoch 6-8 May. Autumn passage from Jul, peaks: Shet, 13 Fetlar 20 Sep; Fair Isle, 15 
Aug-13 Oct, max 10 on 15-17 Sep; Ork, 22 North Ronaldsay 28 Oct; Caith, 13 L of Mey 19 Aug; 
Aber, 35 Meikle 18 Aug; Perth, 22 Port Allen 23 Aug; Midl, 14 Cobbinshaw 16 Aug; E Loth, 
16 Aberlady 25 Sep; Renf, 18 Castle Semple L 19 Aug; Lan, 14 Roughrigg Res 29 Sep; Ayr, 18 
Corsehouse Res 12 Aug; Wig, 12 L Connell 12 Aug. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus Usual widespread records of 1-3 to 27 Apr (Fair Isle) and from 
7 Sep (E Loth). Peaks: Shet, 12 Spiggie-Brow Nov; Fair Isle, 10-15 on 17-24 Sep; Ork, 24 North 
Ronaldsay 24 Sep; Perth, 9 Kingoodie 9 Dec; Midl, 6 Cobbinshaw 20 Oct; Arg, 3 Tayvallich 3 
Jan; W Stir, 13 Dumbreck 24 Dec; Renf, 13 Erskine 22 Jan, 18 Paisley Moss 11 Dec; Lan, 6 Possil 
Marsh 11 Nov; Ayr, 11 Cuff 27 Oct. 


Snipe Galinago gallinago Breeding: Shet, late newly hatched brood Whalsay 11 Sep; Fair Isle, 20 
drumming birds; Ork, 38+ prs North Hoy; Caith, Ist drumming 24 Feb; Suth, 26 prs Handa; 
Ayr, low nos Upper Minnoch. Counts/passage: Shet, 300 Spiggie-Brow Nov; Fair Isle, max 100 
on 15 Sep; Ork, 200 North Ronaldsay 23 Sep; Borders, 85 Reston 28 Mar; W Stir, 104 Lennoxtown 
28 Oct; Renf, 131 Erskine 22 Jan; Ayr, 330 Cunning Park 6 Jan. 


*Great Snipe Gallinago media One: Fair Isle, juv/lst w from 6 Sep-3 Oct (DCo,PVH). 


*Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus Two: Ork, Ist w Kirkwall 26-27 Oct (JH,ERM); 
O Heb, Ist w St Kilda 17-18 Sep (MJH,ARK,PRM). 


*Dowitcher L scolopaceus or L griseus One: Perth, Port Allen 10, 11, 19 Oct (EJM). 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola Breeding: only staus comments were still low nos Perth; fewer reports 
E Loth; still declining Glentrool, Kirk. Winter-spring: hard weather movements to coast noted many 
areas Jan; Fair Isle, good passage, max 150 on 7 Apr; Caith, 38 Sandside 21 Jan; Ross, 10 Coulmore 
21 Jan; Moray, 10 Hopeman 21! Jan; Aber, 15 Strathbeg 5 Apr; Isle of May, 10 0n 1 Apr; E Loth, 
11 Aberlady 26 Jan; Borders, 15 St Abbs 25 Jan; Ayr, 18 Ardeer 8 Jan. Autumn: large influxes 
to N and E Nov-Dec; Fair Isle, good passage, max 400 on 13 Nov; Ork, 40 Trumland, Rousay 
27 Dec; Aber, 9 Drums 17 Nov; Isle of May, 60 on 14 Nov; Borders, 10 St Abbs 18 Nov. 


Di, 


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa Breeding: Shet, birds present 4 sites, no proof of breeding. 
Counts/passage, higher nos: Shet, 47 Virkie 23 Aug; Ork, 20 L of Stenness 25 Oct; O Heb, 11 
Balranald, N Uist Aug; Caith, 11 Wick 25 Aug; Suth, 6 Handa 30 Aug; Inv, 21 Longman 23 Sep; 
Moray, 14 Findhorn Bay 14 Nov; Aber, 6 Don 29 Aug, 6 Ythan 7 Oct; Perth, 12 Invergowrie- 
Kingoodie 24 Aug, 23 Dec; Fife, 142 Eden est 23 Oct; Stir, 25 Grangemouth 23 Sep; W Loth, 8 
Kinneil 4 Oct; Midl, 12 Musselburgh 29 Aug; E Loth, 13 Aberlady 28 Jul; Renf, 7 Barr L 11-14 
Jul; Lan, § Gadloch 25-26 Aug; Ayr, 7 Hunterston-Fairlie 29 Aug-5 Nov; Kirk/Dumf, 40 Nith 
est 26 Mar. 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica Counts/passage: Shet, 100 N Spiggie 13 Aug; Fair Isle, max 
16 on 23 Aug; Ork, 616 Sanday 1-2 Jan; Suth, 1000 Dornoch 23 Dec; Ross/Inv, 700 Alturlie 1 
Dec; Moray, 800 Findhorn Bay 6 May; Fife, 2000 Eden est 17 Feb, 1200 Tayport 11 Aug; Midl, 
1300 Musselburgh 21 Jan; E Loth, 1351 Gosford 25 Feb, 1440 Aberlady 26 Sep, 60 summered; 
Arg, 130 L Indaal, Islay Jan; Kirk, 3250 Gillfoot 9 Dec. Inland: Renf, max 3 Barr L 23 Aug; Lan, 
1 Hillend Res 16 Sep. 


Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Breeding: Shet, arrival 24 Apr, 70 prs Fetlar, Ist chicks Whalsay 
28 Jun; Ork, 4-6 prs N Isles; Suth, 1 holding territory Apr-May. Counts/passage: a ‘few’ at night 
Eyemouth, Borders 7 Mar; otherwise 8 Apr-25 Oct but 1 Levenwick, Shet 6 Dec; Fair Isle, 18 on 
15 May; Ork, 10 L of Stenness 2 May; Suth, 14 Handa 29 Apr; Ross, 11 Munlochy 13 Aug; Inv, 
38 Longman 15 Aug; Moray, 16 Findhorn 15 Aug; 16 Fife Ness 8 May; Midl, 17 Musselburgh 
28 Jul; E Loth, 25 Tyninghame 13 Jul; Borders, 39 Dunglass 24 Aug; Arg, 23 Machrihanish 7 
May; Dunb, max 6 Endrick Mouth 25 Apr, 8 May; Ayr, 21 Martnaham 7 May. 


Curlew Numenius arquata Breeding: few status comments; Fair Isle, 6 prs had good season; Ork, 
37 prs North Hoy; Borders, poor season. Counts/passage: Shet, 500 Mousa 4 Apr; Fair Isle, max 
100 on 24 Aug (high); Ork, 1900 Widewall 13 Nov; Caith, 626 on shore in Dec survey; Aber, 770 
Sandhaven 18 Feb; Isle of May, max 78 on 6 Sep; Fife, 1000 Eden est 24 Jul; W Loth, 692 Dalmeny 
8 Sep; E Loth, 735 Aberlady 13 Aug; Arg, 500 L Gruinart, Islay 18 Oct; Dunb/Renf, 1039 Clyde 
est 18 Mar; Ayr, 800 Dipple-Balkenna 27 Aug, 800 Meikle Craigs 27 Dec; Kirk, 600 Southerness 
22 Sep. 


Spotted Redshank 7ringa erythropus Winter-spring: Shet, 1 Baltasound 28 May; Fife, 1 in May; 
Midl/W Loth, 1 Dalmeny-Almond est 27 Jan-25 Feb, 1 on 7-29 Apr; E Loth, 4 Tyninghame 18 
Feb, 1 on 29 Apr; Wig, 1 L Ryan 8 Apr. Autumn: 81+ from 6 Jul, summary: 


Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
North (Shet-Inv) — 8 6 — — _ 
East (Moray-Stir) i 10 9 3 3 1 
SE (Loth/Borders) l 9 5 1 — —_ 
SW (Arg-Wig) — 12 7 1 os — 


Noteworthy records: O Heb, 4 Balranald, N Uist 17 Aug; Ross, 1 Udale 26 Sep-24 Dec; Moray, 
3 Findhorn Bay 18 Nov; Fife, 6 Eden est 6 Jul, 1 in Dec. 


Redshank Tringa totanus Breeding: Lan, 123 prs located in partial survey of S Lan valleys was 
only comment of note. Counts/passage: Fair Isle, max 250 on 27 Apr, 65 on 9 Sep; Ork, 899 Sanday 
1-2 Jan; Aber, 950 Ythan 11 Aug; Perth, 2000 Invergowrie 9 Sep; Fife, 1500 Tayport 21 Apr; Stir, 
1336 Grangemouth 19 Feb; Dunb/Renf, 2887 Clyde est 18 Mar, 3312 on 23 Sep. 


*Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis One: Moray, Lossiemouth 20-23 Apr (RHD,NE,MJHC,CG). 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia Breeding: Shet, 4-5 prs bred, young seen from 24 Jun; Caith, 7 prs 
and single birds noted on nest-grounds; Suth, 3 prs noted 1 area; bred 2 sites Arg; present Ross/Inv, 
Perth. Counts/passage: Shet, 1 Whalsay 13 Nov; Ross/Inv, 15 Tarradale 14 Aug; Aber, 10 Ythan 
20 Jul; Perth, 40+ Port Allen 9 Sep; Fife, 27 Eden est 30 Jul; E Loth, 14 Tyninghame 18 Aug; 
Renf, 28 Finlaystone 26 Aug, 17 Auchendores 27 Oct; Ayr, 10 Hunterston-Fairlie 27 Oct-10 Nov; 
Dumf, 9 Browwell 17 Sep. Wintering birds: Fife, 5 Eden est 7 Dec; Renf, 18 Woodhall 19 Feb, 
19 on 9 Dec; also 1-3 recorded Caith, Ross/Inv, Aber, E Loth, Ayr, Kirk/Wig. 


*Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes One: Shet, Scatness 20-21 May (AFT & GF). 
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Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus Good spring passage (singles unless stated): Fair Isle, 1-2 on 
14 dates 28 Apr-20 May, 1 on 1 Jun; Ork, St Mary’s, Holm 7 May; Suth, Dornoch | May; Aber, 
Ludquharn 20 Apr; Midl, Gladhouse 15 Jun; E Loth, Aberlady 24 Apr, Barns Ness 28 Apr, Scoughall 
20 May; Borders, St Abbs 8 Apr; Lan, Summerston 10 Apr, Balmore 16 Apr, Stonehouse 25 Apr, 
Baron’s Haugh 24 Jun; Dumf, Lochmaben 12 Feb. Autumn: Fair Isle, almost daily 2-24 Aug, max 
3 on 8-9th; elsewhere 99+ 2 Jul-8 Oct: Shet/Ork/Caith/Inv (21+), Aber/Angus/Perth/Fife/I of 
May (15+), Loth/Borders (26+), Arg/Stir/Dunb/Lan/Renf (24+), Ayr/Dumf (15+). Peaks: 
Ork, 3 L of Hundland 16 Aug; Caith, 3 Wick 7, 19 Aug; Midl, 3 Threipmuir 4 Aug; Lan, 3 Dungavel 
13 Aug. Winter: 1 Baron’s Haugh, Lan Nov-Dec. 


*Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Breeding: Suth, presumed nesting | site; Ross, pr with young 
1 site; Inv, lst back main site 3 May, 2 prs present, 1 pr hatched young, probably bred at another 
site, nest with eggs at third site. Passage nos low (singles unless stated): Shet, Eshaness 1 May, 
2 Hillwell 19 May, Spiggie 20 May, 23, 25 Aug, Lerwick 7 Sep, Uyeasound 16 Sep, Hillwell 22 
Sep; Fair Isle, 16 and 21 May; Ork, Sandwick 1 May, 2 Papa Westray 14 May; Caith, Wick 15 
Sep; Suth, L Loyal 23 Apr; Ross/Inv, Beauly 13 May, L Eye 29 July; Aber, Meikle 26 May; Fife, 
Leven 6 Sep; Kinr, Vane Farm 8-14 Jul; 3 Skinflats 29-30 Jul; E Loth, Aberlady 9 Jun, 2 on 10-11 
Jun, 1 on 25 Sep; Arg, Coll 7 Jun, L Gruinart, Islay 28-30 Sep; Stir, Muckhart 25 Apr, Townhead 
Res 6-9 May; Lan, Wolfcrooks 7 May, Possil L 12 Jul; Ayr, New Cummock 11 May. 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Breeding: Lan, 46-48 prs square NS 63, 114 prs found in 
partial survey of Clyde and tributaries S Lan; Stir, 18 prs Carron Valley Res; Arran, 36-40 prs. 
Winter: Dunb, 2 Cardross 22 Jan. Spring arrival: Ist Invergowrie, Perth 25 Mar; 12 Apr Borders, 
most Ist dates 13-21 Apr, Ist in Ork/Shet 27 Apr. Counts: Inv, 31 Insh 14 Jul; Perth, 20 Port 
Allen 19 Aug; Midl, 16 Harperrig 11 Jul; E Loth, 14 Tyninghame 10 Jul; Borders, 24 West Water 
13 Jul; Stir, 100 Carron Valley Res 7 Jul; Lan, 20 Caldermill 25 Jul; Ayr, 15 North Craig Res 
20 Jul. Last record Teviot, Borders 14 Oct. 


*Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia One: Arg, L Indaal, Islay 5 Jun (AMcN). 


Turnstone Arenaria interpres Fair Isle, 80 on 12 Apr, 110 in Oct; Ork, 1149 Sanday 1-2 Jan, 1403 
on 19 May; O Heb, 1148 S Uist 1 May; Caith, 900 on coast in survey 22-23 Dec; Aber, 570 
Fraserburgh-Rosehearty 18 Feb, 353 Girdle Ness/Greg Ness 23 Nov; I of May, 194 on 6 Aug; Midl, 
500 Musselburgh 1 May; E Loth, 202 Gosford 16 Oct; Ayr, 319 Meikle Craigs 5 Aug. Summering 
birds: max SO Aberlady, E Loth; also noted Ork, Aber, Ayr. Inland: Perth, 1 Kinclaven 7 May; 
Midl, 1 Gladhouse | Jul, 1 Harperrig 2 Sep; Stir, 3 Carron Valley Res 29 Jul; Renf, 3 Barr L 16 
Aug; Lan, 7 Strathclyde Park 17-19 Sep. 
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*Wilson’s Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor Two: Aber, 1 Cotehill 17-22 Sep (GFB,AS et al); Lan, 
1 Hillend Res 10 Oct (JNDa,JM). 


*Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Breeding: Shet, arrival Fetlar 16 May where 15 prs, 
4 birds at another site, Ist juv 22 Jul; O Heb, 1-2 reported Uist and Benbecula but no definite 
breeding reports; Scottish mainland, only ° at usual site end May-end Jun. Migrant: Aber, 9 Meikle 
30 Jun. 


*Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius Two in Ayr: 1 Ayr 1 Jan, ad Bogside 20 Sep (BCF). 
Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Spring: O Heb, 232 Balranald, N Uist during May, 1 St 


Kilda 3 Jun; Fife/Arg, 2 in May. Summer: Moray, 3 Spey Bay 24 Jun; Aber, 1 Peterhead 9 Jun, 
1 on 3 Jul. Autumn, good passage, 154 between 24 Jul-9 Dec, summary: 


Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
North (Shet-Inv) 2 2 1 9 — 1 
East (Moray-Fife) - 5 27 14 8 —_ 
SE (Loth/Borders) — 12 18 — 47 — 
SW (Arg/Ayr) — 3 4 1 — — 


Peaks: Ross, 5 Chanonry 18 Oct; Aber, 10 Peterhead 3 Sep, 6 on 28 Oct; E Loth, 28S Barns Ness 
3 Nov, 9N on 4 Nov; Borders, 5S Abbs 24 Aug, 7N on 16 Sep. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Breeding: Shet, poor success, Ist chicks Mousa 12 Jun; Fair 
Isle, decline to 74 prs, poor success; Ork, 110 prs Papa Westray; O Heb, 52 prs N Uist; Caith, 
6-7 prs at 3 sites; Suth, 28 prs Handa; Arg, c 50 prs Coll. Migration: Fair Isle, 18 Apr-18 Sep; 
Caith, 15 in 45 mins South Head 3 Aug; Inv, 1 Dalwhinnie 28 May; Moray, 19/hr Lossiemouth 
3 Sep; Nairn, 1 freshly dead Whiteness 15 Dec; Aber, peaks 100N, 46S in 3 hrs Peterhead 3 Aug, 
120N, 30S in 2 hrs on 4 Aug; Fife, 42 Fife Ness 24 Aug, 1 Torry Bay 19 Dec; W Loth, 35 Hound 
Pt 30 Sep; E Loth, 80 Barns Ness 24 Aug, 85 on 3 Sep; Borders, 6N, 153S in 6 hrs St Abbs 24 
Aug; Arg, 20 Mull-Tiree 1 Aug; Ayr, | Turnberry 25 Nov. 


*Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Ork, singles Papa Westray 17 Jul, Birsay 11 Oct; O 
Heb, 76 Balranald during May; Suth, singles Handa 21 May, Scourie 28 May; Inv, 1 over Carn 
Ban Mor 16 Jun; Aber, singles Peterhead 4, 14 Aug; W Loth, 1 Hound Pt 30 Sep; E Loth, singles 
Barns Ness 24 Aug, 17 Sep, Beltonford 3 Nov. 


Great Skua Stercorarius skua Breeding: Fair Isle, increase to 72 prs, poor success; Ork, 250 prs 
North Hoy; O Heb, 37-40 prs St Kilda; Caith, noted at 2 sites but no firm evidence of breeding; 
Suth, 46 prs Handa. Winter: Caith, 1 Dunnet Hd 26 Feb; Aber, | Fraserburgh 28 Jan; Borders, 
1 Eyemouth 28 Jan. Migration: Shet, 1 Skellister 3 Mar, then 2 Apr-24 Oct; Fair Isle, 29 Mar-4 
Nov; Ork, last Burra Sound 3 Dec; Caith, 13 in 15 mins Noss Hd 18 Oct; Moray, 28/hr Lossiemouth 
3 Sep, 1 freshly dead Burghead 25 Nov; Aber, peaks 68N, 3S Peterhead 22 Jul, 63N, 1S on 3 Aug; 
Fife, 29 Fife Ness 24 Aug, 1 Inverkeithing 22 Dec; Mid], 1 inland Cobbinshaw 10-17 Sep; E Loth, 
15 Barns Ness 2 Sep, 1 Aberlady 22 Dec; Borders, peaks 48N, 12S St Abbs 25 Aug, 42N, 6S on 
16 Sep; Ayr, 11 Turnberry 9 Sep, 1 Newton 9 Dec; Wig, 14 Corsewall 9 Sep. 


Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus Aber, 2nd yr Girdle Ness, another on 4, 7 Apr; Angus, 
1 Arbroath 2 Jan, 1 Buddon 17 Aug; I of May, 1 on 2 May; Fife, 2nd yr St Andrews 31 Mar; 
Mid], Musselburgh, 2nd/3rds on 20 Apr, Ist w on 20-23 Apr, Ist w on 22 Apr-9 May; E Loth, 
Ist yr Gullane 31 May; Ayr, 2nd yr Skelmorlie 28 Jan, ad Largs 7 Mar, Ist w Skelmorlie-Largs 
14-27 Mar, 2nd yr Irvine 25 Nov. 


Little Gull Larus minutus Influx in east in November: Shet, 1 Hillwell, Spiggie, Virkie, 31 Mar-28 
Apr, | Garthsness, Spiggie 18-19 Sep; Fair Isle, 1 on 23 Nov; Ork, 3 singles 19 Jun-14 Oct; O Heb, 
1 Balranald May, Jun; Caith, 1 on 3 Jun, 2 on 5 Jun, influx Scrabster-Thurso 15-26 Nov, max 
10 on 18 Nov; Moray, 6 singles 19 Feb-29 Nov, 2 Lossiemouth 21 Nov; Aber, 28 records Feb-Oct, 
21 in Nov, 1 in Dec; Perth, max 60 Kingoodie-Invergowrie 1 Apr, 106 on 3 Apr; I of May, 1 dead 
18 Nov; 132 Fife Ness 24 Aug; Midl, 1 in May, 52 records Musselburgh 30 Oct-15 Dec, max 33 
on 3 Nov; E Loth, 19 records 14 Jan-2 Sep, 48 in Nov, 4in Dec, max 12 Barns Ness 10 Nov; Borders, 
1 in Jan, 27 records 24 Jan-22 Sep, max 7 St Abbs 16 Sep; Arg, singles Oban 17 Jan, Mull 8-15 
Aug, 6 Sep,Tiree 10 Sep; Renf, singles Lochwinnoch Apr, Aug; Lan, 4 Carnbroe 23 Aug, 2 on 
29 Aug, Ayr, 5 records 7 Jan-13 Nov; Kirk/Wig, 1 on 27 Jul; Dumf, 1 Lochmaben Jun. 


30 


*Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini Six: Ork, 3 first yrs Pentland Firth 30 Aug, 1 on 10 Sep (KF); I of 
May, | on 15 Sep (per BZ); Midl, ad/2nd yr Musselburgh 24 Aug (LLJV). 
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Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Breeding: Ork, 200 prs Papa Westray; Inv, low nos Insh; Aber, 
239 prs low success; Perth, 350 prs Dunalastair; Midl, very successful, 1000 prs Bavelaw, 1100 prs 
N Esk Res; Borders 10,923 nests at 13 sites; Arg, 130 prs Minard; Renf, 300 prs Aird Meadow; 
Kirk, 285 prs (35 prs successful) L Ken. Counts: Inv, 4000 L Garten 5 Apr, 7000 Insh 8 Apr; Aber, 
4500 Skene 17 Mar; Lan, 3000 Strathclyde CP 5S Dec, 3000 Hogganfield L 16 Dec; Ayr, 6000 
Doonfoot 9 Dec. 


*Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis Two: E Loth, Ist w Aberlady 4 Oct (PRG); Arg, ad 
Lochgilphead 26 Mar (RAH). 


Common Gull Larus canus Breeding: Fair Isle, 8 prs; Ork, 95 prs Papa Westray; Suth, 9 prs Handa; 
Midl, single prs at 2 sites; Borders, single prs 2 sites; Renf, 200 prs L Thom. Counts: Aber, 40,000 
Skene 4 Nov; Midl, 14,200 Cobbinshaw 30 Nov; Borders, counts mainly this species 10,000 Hoselaw 
12 Feb, 20,000 West Water 8 Mar; Ayr, 8000 Meikle Craigs 27 Dec. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Breeding: Fair Isle, 50% decrease; Ork, 85 prs Papa Westray; 
I of May, 1485 nests before cull; Kirk, 1289 prs Almorness Pt. Counts/passage: Fair Isle 26 Mar-19 
Oct; Aber, 1 in Jan; Perth, 1 Carsebreck 7 Jan; Midl, 1 Cramond 3 Jan; Lan, 300 Strathclyde 
CP 6 Dec; Ayr, 600 Burnhouse 5 May. Scandinavian fuscus: Shet, 1 Whalsay 27 Apr; Ork, 2 
Stromness 12 Feb, 2 L of Kirbister 23 Feb, 2 Papa Westray 20 May; Midl, 1 Musselburgh 21 Jan, 
1 Almond est 4 Jan; E Loth, singles Aberlady 27 Feb, 27 Oct, 30 Oct, 3-4 Dec. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus Breeding: Fair Isle, poor season; Ork, 94 prs Papa Westray; Suth, 
81 prs Handa; I of May, 2230 nests before cull. Counts: Fife, 6000 St Andrews 28 Mar; Stir, 6000 
Balmore Haughs 4 Feb; Lan, 6000 Gartlea tip 7 Jan, 10,000 Strathclyde CP 29 Jan; Ayr, 5000 
Meikle Craigs 27 Dec. Albino/leucistic birds: singles Shet, Lerwick 23 Feb, Scalloway 12 Jul; Aber, 
Peterhead 19 Feb; Borders, St Abbs 14 Aug; Ayr, Saltcoats 28 Mar. 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides Influx Jan-Mar, few in autumn: Shet, 55 records Jan-Mar, max 15 
Scalloway 20 Jan, 5 singles 22 Oct-4 Dec; Ork, max 10 Kirkwall 5 Feb; O Heb, max 45 Stornoway 
2 Feb; Caith, max 12 Wick 21 Jan; Ross, max 45 Ullapool 24 Feb; Aber, max 3 Peterhead Feb, 
Mar; Arg, 5 Tobermory, Mull 19-21 Jan, 6 East L Tarbert 1 Mar; Lan, max 3 Strathclyde CP 
28 Jan; Ayr, 18 birds Jan-May. 
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Glaucous Gull Campbeltown, February 1984 Photo: 8B. Zontriilo 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus Recorded all months, mainly singles: Shet, max 4 Spiggie 1 Nov; 
Fair Isle, max 5 on 26 Oct; Ork, max 4 Kirkwall 8 Jan; Suth, 3 Handa 30 Jan; Moray, max 4 
Lossiemouth-Elgin Jan, Feb; Aber, max 4 Fraserburgh Feb, Dec; Fife, 12 birds; E Loth, 9 in first 
half of year, 2 in second; Arg, total 25, 7 Islay 10 Jan; Ayr, min 25 birds. Glaucous x Herring 
hybrids: singles Shet, Scalloway 23 Jan, Lerwick 21 Feb; Aber, Peterhead 10 Mar; E Loth, Dunbar 
18 Feb; Ayr, Turnberry 7 Jan. 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus Breeding: Ork, 1600 prs North Hoy, 38 prs Papa Westray; 
Suth, 47 prs Handa. Counts: Shet, 1100 Spiggie 10 Aug; Fair Isle, 550 on 24 Sep; Ork, 1300 L 
of Stack, Westray 12 Jun; Aber, 700 Strathbeg 7 Jul; I of May, 810 on 4 Sep; Fife, 350 Eden est 
18 Aug; E Loth, 350 Aberlady 2 Oct. 


*Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia rosea One: Caith, ad Thurso from 1983 till 16 May and 12 Nov-end 
Dec (SL,LEWPM,SAMDM et al). 


Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Breeding: Shet, fledging late and brood sizes low; Fair Isle, large scale 
starvation of fledging young; Ork, most monitored colonies declined; I of May, 6012 nests; Forth, 
3923 nests at 5 sites; E Loth, 292 nests Dunbar Harbour. Counts/passage: Ork, 100,000 roosting 
North Ronaldsay 30 Jun; Suth, 7000 Brora 26 Aug; Inv, 1200 Kessock Bridge 18 Oct; Moray 3000 
W/hr Lossiemouth 3 Sep; Aber, 7000 N Peterhead 29 Apr; W Loth, 600 Dalmeny 4 Nov; Arg, 
2500 off Coll 20 Aug. Inland: more than usual, mainly singles: Inv, Speyside Feb, Mar, Oct, Nov; 
Perth, Feb, Nov; Stir, 1 Carron Valley Res 18 Nov, 30 W on 2 Dec; Borders, 2 Tweedbank 11 
Feb, 2 singles Mar; Ayr, 2 singles Jan, 1 in Apr, May 2 L Doon 8 Apr; Kirk, 1 dead L Ken 17 Feb. 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis Breeding: Ork, 17 nests Papa Westray, 500 birds Pentland 
Skerries, 50-75 prs Sanday; Aber, 331 prs failed Forvie, many moved to Strathbeg where 700 prs 
reared 600 young; Forth, 407 nests Inchmickery. Winter: Aber, 1 Peterhead to 3 Jan; Fife/Loth, 
3 on Forth. Counts/passage: Shet, 6 birds 30 Apr-6 Aug, 4 Virkie 8 Sep; Fair Isle, 3 singles 3 May-18 
Jun, 5 on 29 May; Fife, 2000 Eden est 1 Aug; Midl, 1150 Musselburgh 29 Jul; E Loth, 1000 Aberlady 
5 Aug, 2400W in 2 hrs Gosford 31 Jul; Dunb, 3 Endrick Mouth 21 Aug; Ayr, Ist Ballantrae 25 
Mar, | North Craig Res 22 Aug. 
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Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii Breeding: Shet, 1 paired to Arctic Tern, egg laid but failed; Forth, 
4 nests Inchmickery. Counts/passage: Fife, 11 Kirkcaldy 15 Aug, 5 Fife Ness 31 Aug, 3 Anstruther 
27 Aug; W Loth, 1 Skinflats 20 Jul; Forth, 2 off Inchcolm 21 Jun; E Loth, Aberlady, 2 on 3-7 
Jun, singles 13, 16 Jun, 28 Jul, 3-4 Aug, 2 on 6 Aug. 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo Breeding: Shet, 1 out of 8 prs successful Mousa, many colonies 
failed; Ork, 250 birds Pentland Skerries; Suth, 4 prs Handa; Inv, 350 prs, good success Ardersier; 
Aber, none bred Strathbeg; I of May, 36 nests, 34 chicks ringed; Forth, 244 nests at 2 sites; Midl, 
196 nests at | site; Renf, 15 prs L Thom failed, persecuted by anglers; Ayr, 71 prs, only 3 young 
Horse Island. Counts/passage: Suth, Ist Handa 26 Apr; Aber, Ist Don 27 Mar, last Peterhead 
20 Oct; Ist Fife Ness 24 Apr; Midl, 83 Hound Point 1 Jul; Ayr, last Troon 2 Nov. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Breeding: Shet, nos low, disastrous season, only 500 prs Fetlar, all 
failed, no young Papa Stour, 122 colonies fledged only 42 young; Fair Isle, 4 prs fledged 1 young; 
Ork, season normal, 5880 birds Papa Westray, 2700 birds Swona, many dead chicks Sanday; Inv, 
250 prs, many young Ardersier; Kinc, 60 prs fledged 45 young St Cyrus; I of May, 16 nests fledged 
19 young; E Loth, of 203 prs ‘‘commics’’ (90% Arctic), only 3 young reared due to blown sand; 
Ayr, 12-15 prs Ballantrae fledged 3 young. Counts/passage: Shet, Ist Whalsay 29 Apr, more Ist 
s birds than usual; Suth, Ist Handa 24 Apr; Aber, last Don 22 Nov; E Loth, five Ist s birds Aberlady 
Jun; Borders,, Ist St Abbs 21 Apr. ‘‘Commic’’ Tern; Aber, 202 prs both species reared 1 young. 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons Breeding: Ork, 1 pr nested for Ist time; Caith, 4 birds at 1 site; Inv, 
2 prs at 1 site; Aber, 2 prs failed Forvie; Kinc, 60 prs reared 42 young St Cyrus, first success for 
several years; E Loth, 63 prs reared only 5 young due to blown sand; Wig, 1-2 nests Wig Scar. 
Counts/passage: Aber, Ist Don 1 May; E Loth, Ist Aberlady 19 Apr; Arg, 1 Gott Bay, Tiree 10 
Sep; Ayr, Ist Ballantrae 26 Apr, 2 North Craig Res 3 Aug. 


Black Tern Chiidonias niger Poor year. Spring: Caith, 1 Thurso River 1-2 Jun; Aber, 1 Peterhead 
4 Jun, 1 Strathbeg 27 Jun; Midl, 1 Gladhouse 7 Jun; Borders, 3 Eyemouth 26 Mar; Dumf, 1 
Caerlaverock 4 May. Autumn: Aber, | Strathbeg 14-15 Oct; Perth, 3 Port Allen 18 Aug; Angus, 
1 Easthaven 19 Aug; I of May, SW on 16 Sep; Fife, 1 Lochgelly 21-22 Aug; Midl, 1 Musselburgh 
24 Aug, | Cramond 13 Oct; E Loth, 6 singles 15 Aug-12 Nov, 3 Barns Ness 18 Aug, 2 on 26 Aug; 
Borders, 1 Lindean L 29 Sep; Renf, 1 Barr L 24 Aug; Lan, 2 Sykeside 25 Jul; Kirk, 1 L Ken 22 Sep. 


Guillemot Uria aalge Breeding: Shet/Ork, slight decrease at most monitored sites; Fair Isle, nos 
stable; I of May, 19,005 birds, 15% drop; Forth, 9186 birds at 5 sites; Wig, 2000 birds Scar Rocks. 
Counts: Shet/Ork, unusually high nos offshore late winter, many died probably of starvation; Inv, 
1500 Beauly Firth 25 Feb; Aber, 10,000/hr Peterhead 19 Oct, 326,000 offshore Fraserburgh-Montrose 
Aug; Arg, 1000S in 45 mins Frenchman’s Rocks, Islay 23 Oct. Oiling incidents: Ork, O Heb, Caith, 
several hundred killed. Storm-driven birds inland: Ross, 3; Perth, 1; Dunb, 2; Stir, 1. 


*Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia One: Ork, dead Birsay 20 Mar (EJW). 


Razorbill Alca torda Breeding: Fair Isle, increase but still below 1982 level; Ork, 8.2% decrease 
at monitored sites; Ross, 41 birds North Sutor; I of May, 2050 birds; Forth, 258 birds at 5 sites; 
Wig, 50 birds Scar Rocks. Counts: Aber, 64,000 offshore Fraserburgh-Montrose Aug. 


Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Breeding: Shet, good year; Fair Isle, poor season; Ork, survey 
1983/84, total 6883 birds, 128 nests Holm of Papa Westray. Counts: 1000 Out Skerries 31 Aug, 
997 Bluemull Triangle 6 Nov; Midl, up to 3 Musselburgh 28 Oct-31 Dec; Arg, 101 Corr Eilean 
6 Jul; Ayr, 23 Turnberry 29 Sep. 


Little Auk Alle alle Shet, mainly late winter, 6 Yell Sound 24 Jan, 100-150 on 16 Nov, 68 on 2 
Dec; Fair Isle, 6 singles, 6 on 24 Nov; Ork, 13 singles, 5 Scapa Flow 29 Jan, 4 Weyland 31 Jan, 
10 dead; O Heb/Caith/Suth, 15 dead; Inv, 1 Kinlochleven 15 Feb, 1 L Affric 7 Oct, 1 dead 
Rosemarkie; Moray, 3 dead; Aber, influx, 14 Peterhead 23 Jan, 300S on 16 Nov, 46 on 17 Nov, 
37 on 18 Nov, 14 on 19 Nov, 5 dead in gull pellets Don mouth 27 Nov; Fife, 4 dead; Midl, 1 Seafield 
2 Feb, 1 dead Cramond; E Loth, 3S Barns Ness 2 Jan, 1 Port Seton 29 Jan, 1 Barns Ness 16 Nov, 
6 dead; Borders, 5 Pease Bay-Eyemouth 28 Jan, 6 St Abbs 19 Nov, 1 Melrose 25 Nov, 2 coastal 
singles, 2 dead; Arg, 5 Colonsay 4 Jan; Renf, 1 West Ferry 13 Jan; Dunb, 1 dead Endrick Mouth 
21 Oct; Ayr, 1 Dunnymuck Farm 18 Jan, 3 dead on coast. 


Puffin Fratercula arctica Breeding: Fair Isle, slight decrease Burrista, affected by Sand-eel shortage; 
Ork, 32,049 Sule Skerry; Aber, 38,000 offshore Fraserburgh-Montrose Aug; I of May, still increasing; 
Forth, 2094 birds 5 sites; Borders, increase around Eyemouth. 
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Rock Dove Columba livia Breeding: Fair Isle, decrease and poor season; Ork, 50 prs North Hoy. 
Counts: Shet, 270 Spiggie 16 Oct, 250 Gott 11 Nov; Ork, 300 Sandwick 20 Oct; Caith, 150 Clyth 
22 Dec; Arg, c 250 Iona 18 Sep. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas Breeding: I of May, 2 present, no nesting; Ayr, 2-3 prs/km sq N Ayrs 
farmland. Counts/passage: Fair Isle, 4 singles 2 May-25 Oct; W Loth, 90 Linlithgow 28 Jan; Midl, 
86 Duddingston 16 Dec; E Loth, 55 Aberlady 17-18 Jan; Borders, 68 Oxnam 5 Feb. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus Breeding: Ork, 1-2 prs all plantations North Hoy. Counts/passage: 
Shet, 14 Kergord 6 Jun, 9 Geosetter 12 Sep; Fair Isle, passage 20 Mar-10 Jun and 17 Aug-12 Nov, 
max 19 on 29 Mar; Aber, 1800 Barthol 11 Mar; E Loth, 4000 Aberlady 21 Jan, 4600 E/hr Longniddry 
25 Jan; Borders, 2800 Eyemouth 28 Jan. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto Breeding: Moray, decline continues. Counts/passage: Shet, 
migrants 14 Apr-12 Sep; Fair Isle, passage 19 Apr-27 Aug, max 12 on 30 May; Aber, max 33 Benholm 
17 Feb; W Loth, 53 Glendevon Farm 12 Feb; E Loth, 36 Aberlady 15 Feb; Borders, 44 Hawick 
31 Mar; Renf, 60 Kilmacolm 1 Jan; Lan, 137 Lenzie 15 Sep. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur Poor year. Counts/passage: Shet, 3 singles 21 May-13 Jun, 4 singles 
22 Sep-24 Oct; Fair Isle, singles 5 dates 9-22 May, 2 on 4 Jun, 3 on 5-8 Jun, 2 singles to 26 Jun, 
1-2 daily 10-23 Sep, 1-2 on 6-17 Oct; Ork, 5 singles 17 May-3 Nov, 2 North Ronaldsay 29 Sep; 
O Heb, 4 Balranald, N Uist May; Caith, 1 Wick 1 Nov; Banff, 1 Clochan 10-30 Jun; Aber, | Strathbeg 
{2 Jul; Angus, 1 Clatto 16 May; singles I of May 2, 9 Jun; 1 Fife 18 Sep; E Loth, 2 Thorntonloch 
23 May, 1 Ormiston 3 Aug; Lan, 3 Holytown 6-10 Sep; Ayr, 1 dead 26 May. 


+ *Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri: Angus, | killed by Pereenine Angus Glens Mar-early 
Apr; 1 Fife Ness 27 May; Borders, 1 Selkirk 12 Apr. 


Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Counts/migrants: Shet, 14 May-27 Jul, influx 2-7 Jun, 22 birds; Fair 
Isle, 17 May-30 Jun; O Heb, 1 Harris 24 Apr; Caith, 24 Apr-8 Sep; Suth, 24 Apr; Inv, birds at 
5 sites 22 Apr; Aber, 22 Apr-6 Oct; Perth, 20 Apr-5 Sep; Fife, 21 Apr; Midl, 22 Apr, 11 Glencorse 
22 May; Borders, 23 Apr; Arran, 20 Apr; Ayr, 4 sites on 22 Apr; Kirk, 19 Apr. 


Barn Owl 7 yfo alba Breeding: some decline after severe weather but breeding success good. Breeding 
reported Moray, Fife, Stir, Borders, Dunb, Renf, Lan, Arran, Ayr, Kirk, continued decline W Wig. 


*Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca Shet, up to 4 ad? 9Fetlar from 1983 till mid-May, 2 till early Jun, 
1 to 25 Jun, 2 from 25 Jul-Nov. Recent remains of ad ° found 27 Jul (ringed as nestling 12 Jul, 
1969). Ad ? Ronas Hill, Mainland 26 May. Up to 2? ?Uyeasound, Unst 9 Apr-23 Jul probably 
crossed from Fetlar, 1 from 8 Sep-17 Oct; Inv/Aber, Ist/2nd yr o’ Cairngorm plateau 21 Jun-1 Oct. 


*Little Owl Athene noctua Continued decline: Midl, 1 Penicuik Oct; E Loth, 1 killed on road East 
Linton 4 Aug; Borders, records from Cornhill, Bowland and St Abbs. 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco Breeding: Inv, 17 nests, 13 successful prs reared 24 young Glenurquhart, 
9 successful prs reared 19 young Strathspey; Aber, 1 young reared in ground nest Glen Dye; Perth, 
9 prs reared 24 young in SW. 


We 


Long-eared Owl Dalry, Ayrshire Photo: David Hood 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus Breeding season good but passage poor. Breeding: Ross, 2 broods; Suth, 
3 nests, 1 on ground; Inv, 5 broods Speyside; Aber, breeding proved 9 sites; Perth, 3 prs; Stir, 
2 prs; Midl, 1 pr; Borders, 1 pr;Arg, breeding reported Colonsay and Mull; Dunb, | site; Renf, 
3 sites; Lan, 7 sites. Counts/passage: Shet, 4 birds 26 Mar-24 Apr, 2 birds 12 Nov-14 Dec; Fair 
Isle, 23 Feb-28 Nov, max 3 on 8 Nov; Stir, 5 Letham Moss 27 Dec. 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus Breeding: Ork, 39 prs; O Heb, 10 prs North Uist; Suth, good year 
in N; Aber, 3 sites; Perth, good numbers, some persecuted; Borders, large numbers bred Craik; 
Dunb/W Stir, 5 sites; Lan, 5 sites; Ayr, 3 prs Straiton; Kirk, numerous breeding Margree Forest, 
scarce Glentrool. Counts/passage: Shet, 8 singles 27 Mar-31 May, 17 records 18 Sep-6 Dec; Fair 
Isle, 26 Mar-25 Nov, max 6 on 5 Oct; I of May, max 3 Sep-Oct; W Loth, 5 Grangemouth 20 Dec; 
E Loth, 6 Aberlady Jan, Feb, Dec. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus Breeding: Arran, 8 prs, Ist on 5 Jun; Bute, 2 prs: Kirk, 8 singing 
Ocat | site. Passage: Shet, 1 Mousa 4-10 Jun; Angus, | Monikie-Buddon 22-26 Aug, | found injured 
Carnoustie 6 Nov later released. 


*Needle-tailed Swift Hirundapus caudacutus One: Shet, Quendale 25 May-6 Jun (DC et al). 


Swift Apus apus Breeding: Inv, 2 prs in old woodpecker holes L Garten. Counts/passage: main 
arrival later than usual; Shet, 21 May-24 Sep, max 15 Hillwell 4 Jun; Fair Isle, 21 May-5 Oct, max 
15 on 6 Jun; Suth, Ist Lairg 11 Apr; Inv, 260 Kessock bridge 23 Jun; Aber/Kinc, 500 Strathbeg 
23 Jun, 600 Skene 27 May, last Stonehaven 9 Oct; Perth, Ist Amulree 25 Apr; Midl, Ist Edinburgh 
29 Apr; E Loth, | Longniddry 29 Apr; Borders, | Melrose 27 Apr, last Eyemouth 10 Nov; Dunb/W 
Sur, 500 Endrick Mouth 21 Jun, | Dunbarton 7 Oct; Ayr, Ist Doonfoot 29 Apr, | Ardrossan 18 Nov. 


*Alpine Swift Apus melba One: Aber, Greg Ness 19 Oct (RS). 
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Kingfisher A/cedo atthis Breeding: Aber, | pr bred; Perth, | breeding record; single prs Angus/Fite; 
Arg, probable breeding reported Islay; nos increased S of Forth-Clyde line, 34 prs inner Clyde. 
Outside usual areas: Inv, singles Drumnadrochit 3 Jun, Kirkhill Sep, Inverness 24 Sep; Moray, 
1 Orton Dec; Arg, singles Mull Jul, 25 Nov-end Dec. 


*Hoopoe Upupa epops Twelve: singles Ork, Stenness 26 Aug, North Ronaldsay 29-30 Sep; O Heb, 
Barra 28 Apr; Ross/Inv, Achnahaird 28-30 May, Cantraybruaich 10-12 Oct; Banff, Buckie 4 Jun; 
Stir, Gargunnock 24-26 Apr; Borders, Tweedbank 26 Sep; Arg, Ardtalla 8 Jun; Ayr, Colmonell 
12 May, Benbain-Craigengillan 28 May; Wig, Ardwell 8 Apr. 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla Breeding: Inv, birds at 8 sites. Passage: poor year, Shet, 3 singles 10-30 
May, 5 singles 23 Aug-30 Sep; Fair Isle, 1 on 14 May, 2 on 15 May, 5 singles 24 Aug-23 Sep, 3 
on 3 and 21 Sep; Ork, 3 singles 3, 16, 23 Sep; O Heb, | St Kilda 30 Apr; Caith, | Noss Head 
2 Sep; Aber, | Ludquharn 2 Sep; | Fife Ness 1-3 Sep; Borders, 2 singles St Abbs 27, 29 Apr. 1 
dead Hirsel 20 Jul; Arg, 1 Bousd, Coll 13 Oct. 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis Breeding: Inv, 7 sites Badenoch and Strathspey; Moray, 2 sites; 
Banff, 3 sites; Aber, most records Deeside; Kirk, decreased Glentrool. Outside normal areas: Inv, 
1 Glen Affric 20 Jan; Arg, 1-2 Glen Rolloch 20 Apr, 1 L Spelve, Mull 3 May. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major Breeding: high nos reported Inv, W Stir, Perth; 
low nos Aber. Migrants: Shet, 1 dead Lerwick 20 Mar; Aber, | Strathbeg 4 Dec. 


*Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla Five: Shet, 1 Out Skerries 26-27 Sep (IS,JDO); Fair 
Isle, singles 23 Sep-8 Oct (PVH,NJR,SAW), 26-27 Sep (PVH,SMH), 6-19 Oct when taken into 
care, released 7 Nov, last seen 8 Nov (NJR et al), 21-25 Oct (ISR,NJR). 


*Woodlark Lullula arborea One: Fair Isle 3-7 Apr (NJR). 


Skylark Alauda arvensis Breeding: Fair Isle 81 prs; Ork, 55-60 prs North Hoy; Suth, 20 prs Handa. 
Counts/passage: Shet, 4 Cunningsburgh 2 Jan, 80 Whalsay 11 Apr; Fair Isle, 15 Feb-early Dec, 
max 510 on 6 Apr, 325 on 30 Oct; Inv, 1000 Inverness Airport 3-4 Jan; Aber, 400 Strathbeg 24 
Jan; Midl, 1000 Musselburgh 15 Jan, 1500 Brunstane 22 Jan; E Loth, 750-800 Seaton Mains 25 
Jan, 300 N/hr Barns Ness 26 Sep; Borders, 700 Springhill 14 Jan; Ayr, 2500-3000 S/hr Prestwick 
15 Jan, 1000 Girvan 15 Jan. 


*Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris Fair Isle, 1 on 18 May; Aber, 1 Girdle Ness 27-29 Apr; Mid], 
3 Musselburgh 4-28 Jan, 18 Feb, 24 Mar. ; 


36 


Sand Martin Riparia riparia Breeding: major decline reported all areas of 40-75%. Counts/passage: 
main arrival late; Shet, 20 Apr-7 Jun, max 5 Hillwell 7 Jun, | Whalsay 15 Sep; Fair Isle, 13 records 
20 May-18 Sep, max 7 on 20 May; Ork, Ist 24 Apr; O Heb, North Uist 24 Apr, 1 St Kilda 23 
May; Caith/Suth, Ist 22 Apr; Inv, Ist 15 Apr; Aber, 15 Apr-21 Sep; Perth, 5 Kinclaven 11 Apr; 
Stir, Blairdrummond 13 Apr; Midl, Ist 12 Apr; E Loth, 14 Apr-1 Oct; Borders, 3 Lilliesleaf 21 
Mar, 2 Tweedbank 19 Sep; Lan, 15 Apr-26 Sep; Ayr, Ist 12 Apr, last New Cumnock 11 Oct; Dumf, 
Ist 3 Apr. 


Swallow Hirundo rustica Breeding: Shet, bred 3 sites; Ork, good season; Ross, 50% decrease Dingwall 
area; Renf, decrease; Lan, decrease; Ayr, 20% decline in C Ayrs study area. Counts/passage: main 
arrival late; Shet, 24 Apr-9 Sep, max 30 Hillwell 3 Jun and 9 Sep; Fair Isle, 23 Apr-2 Nov, max 
40 on 4-6 Jun; Ork, last 6 Nov; Caith, 10 Apr-12 Nov; Inv, Ist 17 Apr; Moray, 5000-10,000 L 
Spynie Sep; Aber, 2 Apr-17 Nov, max 1200 Davan 12 Sep; Perth, 21 Mar-2 Nov, autumn reed 
bed roost 6000; I of May, Ist 16 Apr; Fife, Ist 1 Apr, last Guardbridge 7 Dec; Midl, Ist 13 Apr; 
E Loth, last 1 Dunbar 4 Dec; Borders, Ist 8 Apr, last Kelso 4 Dec; W Stir, Ist Apr, 3000 Dumbreck 
14 Sep; Renf, Ist 14 Apr; Lan, 2500 Bishop L 25 Aug; Ayr, 6 Apr-23 Nov; Kirk, 10 Apr-16 Nov. 


*Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica One: Isle of May 23-24 May (JT et al). 


House Martin Delichon urbica Breeding: Ork, 2 prs bred; Caith, stable Scrabster; Inv, decrease 
but good success; E Loth, 33 cliff nests Dunbar; Borders, 74 cliff nests Reed Pt-Cove; Dunb, 
decreased Lenzie; Arran, good success; Ayr, decrease. Counts/passage: arrival late; Shet, 25 Apr-15 
Nov, max 90 Unst 4 Jun; Fair Isle, 26 Apr-22 Oct, max 200 on 5 Jun; Aber, 19 Apr-1 Nov; Perth, 
Ist 26 Apr; Fife, Ist 19 Apr; Stir, 24 Apr-23 Nov; E Loth, 21 Apr-14 Nov, max 100 Aberlady 
11 Aug; Borders, 3 Peebles 19 Mar, last Burnmouth 13 Nov, max 150 Tweedbank 23 Aug; Renf, 
Ist 19 Apr; W Stir, 100 Townhead 10 Aug; Ayr, 14 Apr-4 Nov. 


*Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae Poor year: Shet, singles Out Skerries 27-28, 30 Sep, 2, 
3, 5 Oct, South Whiteness 2, 5 Oct, Lerwick 19 Oct, Whalsay 26 Oct, Walls 8 Dec; Fair Isle, 1 
on 4-11 Oct, 1 on 7 Nov; O Heb, | Balranald 14 Sep. 


*Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni Six: Shet, singles Whalsay 26-31 Oct (CM), Kergord 20-25 
Nov (PME et al); Fair Isle, singles 30 Sep-5 Oct (PA, PVH, NJR), 2 Oct (PVH, WSM, DJW), 
22-23 Oct (PVH, NJR), 12 Nov (KO, NJR). 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Breeding: Aber, high nos Deeside; Perth, good numbers; W Stir, 57 
prs E L Lomondside; Arran, 15 prs; Kirk, increase in clearfelled areas Glentrool. Counts/passage: 
arrived most areas 21-22 Apr; Shet, 25 Apr-27 Oct, max 15 Whalsay 19 Sep, 15 Out Skerries 22 
Sep; Fair Isle, 25 Apr-20 Sep, max 12 on 11 May; O Heb, 2 Harris 14 Jun; Perth, Ist 9 Apr; I 
of May, Ist 15 Apr; Arg, very early bird Croggan, Mull 25 Mar; Ayr, Ist 17 Apr. 
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Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Breeding: Fair Isle, 48 prs; Ork, 500 prs North Hoy; E Loth, 44 
prs in 12 km transect Lammermuirs. Counts/passage: Shet, 6 records Jan, max 180 Whalsay 19 
Sep; Fair Isle, 24 Mar-20 Nov, max 360 on 31 Aug; Inv, 250 L Garten 12 Sep; Aber, 300 Culblean 
4 Apr; I of May, 6000 on 6 Sep, 350 on | Oct; Fife, 289 S/hr Anstruther 22 Sep; E Loth 200-300 
W Aberlady 14 Apr; Borders, 1000 Targets 25 Mar, 250 St Abbs 27 Mar; Dunb, 280 Ben Vorlich 
4 Aug; Bute, 334 Great Cumbrae 20 Jan. 


*Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus One: Fair Isle, 25 May (PVH, NJR). 


Rock Pipit Anthus spinoletta Breeding: Ork, 17 prs North Hoy, 13 prs Papa Westray; Suth, 30 
prs Handa; I of May, 31 prs. Counts/passage: Shet, 50 Whalsay 19 Sep; Fair Isle, max 260 on 
22 Aug; Ork, 50 South Ronaldsay 29 Dec; Suth, 50 Golspie 24 Nov. Inland: Caith, 1 L Caluim 
14 Nov; Midl, 1 Cobbinshaw 17 Nov. Scandinavian /ittoralis: Aber, 2, perhaps 10 Don mouth 27 
Mar; Borders, | Burnmouth 28 Jan, 2 on 18 Mar, 3-4 on 20 Mar, 3 on 4 Apr; Ayr, 2 Maidens 
25 Mar, 2 Doonfoot 2-5 Apr, 1 on 8 Apr. Water Pipit spinoletta: Perth, 2 Kingoodie 21 Mar-2 
Apr; E Loth, 1 Aberlady 5, 20 Apr; Borders, 3 Burnmouth 18 Mar, 2 on 31 Mar, 2 on 4 Apr; 
Ayr, | Doonfoot 2-8 Apr. Scandinavian/ Water: E Loth, 1 Aberlady 27, 31 Mar; Ayr, 3 Doonfoot 
17 Mar. 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava Breeding: E Loth, 2 prs Barns Ness; Borders, possibly bred 2 sites; 
Lan, 22 prs, decreased; N Ayr, only 12 prs. Counts/passage: small nos most areas; Shet, 5 birds 
26 Mar-30 Oct; Fair Isle, 11 May-9 Jun; Ork, 2 North Ronaldsay 22, 23 September; O Heb, singles 
Ness 28 Apr, St Kilda 11 Sep, North Uist 14 Oct; Inv, 1 Smithton 12 Sep; Aber, 4 birds 12 May-18 
Sep; Fife, 4 birds 14 Jun-2 May; W Loth, 1 Kinneil 13 May, 3 on 23, 24 May, 1 on 18 Jun; Midl, 
7 records 22 Apr-16 Sep; E Loth, 20 Apr-14 Sep; Borders, 26 Apr-9 Sep; Lan, Ist 21 Apr, max 
41 Gilmourton roost 14 Aug; Ayr, 24 Apr-2 Oct; Kirk, 1 Brighouse Bay 24 Apr. Blue-headed flava 
Breeding: Shet, pr nested Unst. Passage: Fair Isle, singles, 20, 22-23, 31 May, 2, 6 Jun: E Loth, 
singles Barns Ness 14 May, Skateraw 20-21 May. Grey-headed thunbergi: Shet, 2 Out Skerries 21 
May, singles on 22 May, 3 Jun, Spiggie 21 May, Virkie 23 May; Fair Isle, 20-21 May, 6 Jun; I 
of May, | on 21-23 May. Grey and white morphs, possibly of eastern origin: singles Fair Isle 23-24 
Sep, 4-14 Oct. 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Breeding: E Ross, increase; Borders, 9 prs Melrose, 4 prs Selkirk. 
Counts/passage: Shet, 14 singles 16 Jan-1 Dec; Fair Isle, 6 records 3 Apr-2 Nov; I of May, max 
9 on 5 Oct; Ayr, 67S Prestwick Sep. 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba Breeding: Shet, 1-2 prs Unst; Ork, 44 prs; Suth, 1 pr Handa; I of 
May, 3 prs; Lan, 43 territories 16 km Duneaton Water. Counts/passage: Shet, 20 Mar-25 Dec, 
max 40 Hillwell 26 Aug; Fair Isle, 24 Mar-9 Nov; Caith, 400 Wick River 7 Aug; Midl, 260 roost 
Edinburgh 11 Feb; Borders 119 Eddleston 4 Oct; W Stir, 150 Fintry late Jul; Ayr, 200 Stevenston 
5 Oct. White alba Breeding: Shet, Pied x White prs nested 2 sites. Passage: small numbers many areas; 
Shet, 18 birds 29 Mar-10 May; Fair Isle, 2 Apr-14 Nov, max 60 on 23, 25 Aug; Ork, Ist 29 Mar; 
Caith, max 13 Sandside Bay 26 Apr; Suth, max 11 Handa 25 Apr; Aber, 2 Ludquharn Jan; E Loth 
Ist 14 Apr, max 12 Barns Ness 15 Apr; Dunb, max 50 Endrick Mouth 22 Apr; Ayr, Ist 7 Apr, 
max 18 Turnberry 29 Apr. 


*Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus Small influx Nov: Shet, | Whalsay 7 Nov, 21 Nov, 5 Scalloway 
9 Nov, | Walls 10 Nov, 2 Fetlar 19 Nov, 1 Lerwick 20 Nov, 1 Unst 21-22 Nov; Ork, 1 Burray 
31 Mar, 2 Finstown 3-11 Nov, 3 Stromness 8 Nov, 2 on 9 Nov, 1 St Margaret’s Hope 19 Nov, 
2 Kirkwall 22 Nov; O Heb, 1 Stornoway 17 Nov, 2 Harris 11 Nov; Caith, 1 Thurso 8 Nov, 6 on 
14 Nov, 7 on 16 Nov, 1 on 19 Nov, 2 Wick 13 Nov, 1 on 20 Nov; Moray, 4 Forres 6 Dec, | Elgin 
20 Dec; Banff, 2 Buckie 13 Nov, 1 Cornhill 18 Nov; Aber/Kinc, 1 Benholm Jan, 4 Banchory 18 
Nov, 2 Kirkhill 25 Nov; 12 Dyce Nov, 2 Stonehaven Nov, 4 Cults 18 Dec, 5 Kintore 19 Dec, 4 
Westhill 15 Dec, 12 on 22 Dec, 20 from 25 Dec-end Dec; Angus, 2 parties Kirriemuir early Nov, 
6 Brechin 6 Dec; Perth, 1 Invergowrie 19 Mar, 3 Blairgowrie 22 Nov, | Dunblane 11 Dec, 1 Cornton 
21 Dec; Borders, 1 St Abbs 27 Mar, 2 Kelso 19-21 Nov; Arg, 1 Tarbert 16 Dec; Dunb, 5 Cardross 
| Dec; Renf, 6 Inverkip 28 Nov. 


Dipper Cinclus cinclus Breeding: Borders, 23 prs Whiteadder, 12 prs Lyne Water, 12 prs Jed Water, 
2 prs Melrose, | pr Selkirk; Kirk, low numbers Ken Valley. Outside usual areas: Aber, | Strathbeg 
14 Dec. Black-bellied cinclus: Fair Isle, 1 on 9-15 Apr. 
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Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Breeding: Ork, 101 prs North Hoy; low numbers Moray, Aber, E 
Loth, Kirk. Passage: Shet, Out Skerries 25 Aug-28 Dec, max 6 on 22 Sep; Fair Isle, 14 on 12 Sep; 
I of May max 7 on 17-20 Apr. Fair Isle fridariensis: 16 singing oo’. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis Breeding: Ork, 11 sites. Passage: most in autumn; Shet, 24 Mar-6 
Dec, max 79 Whalsay 15 Sep, 50 Out Skerries 22 Sep; Fair Isle, 24 Mar-26 Nov, max 60 on 17 
Sep; I of May, max 20 on 1 Apr; E Loth, 30 Barns Ness 6 Nov. 


Robin Erithacus rubecula Breeding: Ork, 7 prs Hoy; Suth, | pr Handa. Passage: Shet, 2 in Jan, 
12 in Dec, max spring 11 Whalsay 26 Mar, autumn 23 Whalsay 22 Sep, 20 Out Skerries 23 Sep; 
Fair Isle, max spring 50 on 4 Apr, autumn, 35 on 17 Sep; 40 Fife Ness 17 Oct, 17 Nov; Borders, 
St Abbs, max spring 50 on 28 Apr, autumn 24 on 26 Sep. 


Thrush Nightingale Isle of May, “Photo: J. Torino 


*Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia Two: Fair Isle, 7 Jun (PVH, NJR); I of May 22-24 May 
(JT et al) §. 


*Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos Three: Shet, 1 Fetlar 21 May; Fair Isle, 1 on 21 May; Wig, 
1 singing Leswalt 16 May. 


Bluethroat Luscinia svecica All red-spotted svecica: Shet, singles Unst 22 Apr, Whalsay 15 May, 
Boddam 16 May, influx 15-17 birds 21-30 May, max 3 Sumburgh 21 May, singles Fetlar 17-18 Sep, 
Out Skerries 16 Sep, 23-29 Sep, 5 Oct; Fair Isle, singles on 11, 13, 17-19 May, 4 on 20 May, 8 
on 21 May, 12 on 23 May, 5 on 24 May, then 2-3 on 28 May, singles on 30-31 May, 4, 12 Jun, 
1-2 daily 17 Sep-6 Oct, 4 on 22 Sep, 4 on 2 Oct, 3 on 3 Oct, singles 19 Oct, 7-19 Nov; Ork, singles 
Birsay 16 May, Sanday 21 May, Wideford Burn 28 May, Sanday 4 Jun; O Heb, 1 Benbecula 3 
Oct; Caith, 20’ o’ Noss Head 22 May,o’ and ° on 23 May; I of May, 1 on 18 May, 2 on 21 May, 
7 on 22-23 May, 3 on 24 May, singles 25 May, 29 May, 3 Jun, 8 Jun, 15-16 Jun; E Loth, o Skateraw 
22 May had not spot on breast. 


*Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus One: Fair Isle, imm/¢ 21 Sep (PVH, KO, NJ & 
Mrs EAR). 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Winter: Fair Isle 1 on 11-15 Dec; Caith, 1 Scrabster 1 Dec; 
Fife, 1 St Andrews 25, 27 Dec; Borders, 1 Eyemouth 22-31 Dec; Lan, 1 Baron’s Haugh 22 Jan. 
Passage: Shet, spring 5 singles 1 Apr-23 May, autumn 7 singles 17 Sep-23 Nov, 2 Boddam 30 Oct; 
Fair Isle, spring 1-2 on 14 dates 23 Apr-7 Jun, 3 on 23 May, autumn 1-2 most days 19 Oct-7 Nov, 
3 on | Nov, | on 20-21, 24 Nov; Ork, 3 spring 23 Apr-24 May, 3 birds autumn 2-17 Nov; Caith, 
singles Noss Head 3 Nov, Staxigeo 11 Nov; Banff, 1 Ben Rinnes 26 Apr; Aber, 5 singles 25-29 
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Mar, | Girdle Ness 10-18 Nov; Angus, 1 Easthaven 28 Mar; I of May, singles Apr, May, 2 on 
22 May, | on S-7 Jul, 2 on 5-7 Oct, 1 on 8-10 Oct; Fife, 6 singles 7 Apr-29 Nov; Midl, 1 Loganlea 
12 May; E Loth, | Barns Ness 27 Mar; Borders, St Abbs, 9-21 birds 27 Mar-22 May, max 6 on 
1 Apr, 1 on 18 Nov, 5 other records on coast 27 Mar-6 May, singles Ayton 21 Apr, Eyemouth 
11-12 Nov; Arran, singles on 15 Apr, 12 Nov; Lan, 1 Dungavel 20 Apr; Wig, 1 Stranraer 8-9 Nov. 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Breeding: S W Perth, 28 prs in study area; Borders, 49 singing 
OO: W Stir, 20 prs L Lomondside; Ayr, 37 singing 0 0’. Passage: Shet, 21 May-10 Jun, 10 Sep-3 
Nov, max 25 Out Skerries 22 Sep; Fair Isle, 2 May-8 Jun, 9 Sep-7 Nov, max 40 on 22 Sep; Ork, 
29 Apr-30 Oct, max 30, North Ronaldsay 18 Sep; O Heb, singles St Kilda 18 Sep, South Uist 23 
Sep; Caith, last on 27 Oct; Suth/Aber, Ist on 23 Apr, max 10 Rattray 16 Sep; Perth, 22 Apr-20 
Oct; I of May, 21 Apr-28 Oct, max 5 on 16 Sep; W Loth, 2 Almondell 7 Oct; Borders 20 Apr-4 
Oct; Arg, Ist 13 Apr; Kirk, Ist 2 Apr. 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra Breeding: Fife, 31 prs; E Loth, 18 prs in 32 km transect Lammermuirs; 
Arran, 30 prs. Passage: Shet, spring 29 Apr-16 Jun, max 4 Whalsay 6 Jun, autumn 24 Aug-7 Oct, 
max 36 Whalsay 23 Sep; Fair Isle, spring 2 May-8 Jun, max 14 on 23 May, autumn 18 Aug-1! Nov, 
max 55 on 21-22 Sep; Ork, 29 Apr-26 Nov, max 80 North Ronaldsay 21 Sep; Caith, Ist 29 Apr; 
Suth, Ist L Shin 25 Apr; Aber, 21 Apr-16 Oct, max 20 Rattray 16 Sep; I of May, 24 Apr-1 Oct; 
E Loth, Ist 20 Apr; Borders, Ist 23 Apr, last 28 Sep; Arg, Coll 7 Apr-21 Oct; Lan, Ist 22 Apr; 
Arran, Ist 15 Apr. 


Stonechat Saxicola torquata Breeding: Shet,o alarming Sandness 23 Jul; Ork, 8 prs North Hoy, 
5 prs Hobbister; poor season Caith, Moray, Aber, Fife; increases O Heb, Perth, Ayr, Kirk; Arran, 
39 prs. Passage: Shet, singles Quendale 26 Mar, Haroldswick 23 Nov; Fair Isle, 2 in spring, 3 in 
autumn; Ork, 3 birds Sanday 19-28 Mar; I of May, 3 birds 21 May-17 Sep. Siberian Stonechat 
maura/stejnegeri: Fair Isle, 29 29 Sep-3 Oct (NJR), 2 30 Sep-5 Oct (PA, PVH). 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Breeding: Fair Isle, 73 prs; Ork, 31 prs North Hoy; Suth, 36 prs 
Handa; Midl, 20 prs Moorfoot Valley; Arran, 38 prs. Passage: Shet, 26 Mar-29 Oct; Fair Isle, 
Ist 31 Mar, spring max 170 on 29 Apr, autumn max 400 on 24 Aug; Ork, 3 Apr-28 Oct, max 40 
Papa Westray 21 Aug, 40 North Ronaldsay 18 Sep; O Heb, Ist Lewis 2 Apr; Caith, 4 Apr-17 Oct; 
Inv, Ist Dalwhinnie 29 Mar; Aber, 2 Apr-11 Nov; I of May 1 Apr-19 Oct, max 20 on 24 Apr; 
Midl, 22 Mar-17 Nov; Borders, 28 Mar-24 Oct, max 20 St Abbs 16 Apr; Arg/Arran/Dunb, Ist 
25 Mar; Ayr, 27 Mar-4 Nov; Kirk, 13 Mar-30 Oct. Greenland /eucorrhoa: Shet, a few 17-29 Sep; 
Fair Isle, max spring 150 on 5 May, autumn, 40 on 2 Oct; O Heb, | Lewis 27 Nov; Aber, 2 Rattray 
5, 19 May, | Nigg 7 May; Lan, 9 Summerston 3 May; Ayr, singles Barassie 10-12 Oct, Turnberry 
13 Oct. 


*Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti One: Caith, Freswick 26 Dec-end Dec (HC, SL,.SAMM). 
*Siberian Thrush Zoothera sibirica One, Widewall, South Ronaldsay 13 Nov (Mrs RMcC). 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatas Breeding: Midl, 6 prs Moorfoot Valley, 5-7 prs Loganlea; Stir, 5 
prs S Campsies. Winter: Shet, 1 Out Skerries 28 Jan was unusual. Arrival: 30 Mar Loganlea, Mid]; . 
31 Mar Glen Douglas, Dunb. Spring passage nos low with 5 North Berwick Law, E Loth 16 Apr 
being the highest count. Autumn: Fair Isle, max 15 on 4 Oct; Kirk, 17 Murray’s Monument 7 Sep 
may have been local birds; elsewhere nos low; last one Crawton, Aber 18 Nov. 


Blackbird Turdus merula Spring passage: Shet, 3000 Quendale-Fitful Hd 6 Apr; 3000 Fair Isle 6 
Apr was record count; Ork, 1000 North Ronaldsay 6 Apr; Aber, 130 St Fergus 6 Apr. Autumn: 
Fair Isle, max 600 on 13 Oct, 500 on 20 Nov; large influx Inv Nov; 1500 I of May 14 Nov; Borders, 
350 St Abbs 15 Nov. 


*Eye-browed Thrush Turdus obscurus One: Ork, Evie, Mainland 25-26 Sep (ERM, JBR). 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris No positive breeding recorded: summer birds in suitable area involved Perth, 
5 Pitlochry 15 Jul; Arran 4 Brodick 12 Jul. Winter-spring: Midl, 1000 Torphin 22 Mar; E Loth, 
1000 Gullane 26-30 Jan; Lan, 2200 Logoch 10 Mar; Bute, 1846 Gt Gumbrae 20 Jan; Ayr, 3300 
Glengarnock-Uplawmoor 5 Jan, 2000 Maybole-Dailly 6 Jan, 5000+ Irvine-Ayr 15 Jan; Kirk, 1500 
Carsphairn 14 Feb; Dumf, enormous movement at onset of cold weather, c25,000 on 14 Jan. Autumn: 
Shet, 1000 Fitful Hd 14 Oct; Fair Isle, max 4500 on 13 Oct; Oct, 1000 Rackwick 13 Oct; Aber, 
2000 Fortrie 11 Nov; 2500 I of May 16 Oct; Lan, 1100 Gilmourton 18 Nov. 
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Song Thrush 7urdus philomelos Breeding: 8+ prs Ork. Spring passage light, max Fair Isle 40 on 
26 Mar. Autumn: Shet, 300 Whalsay 30 Sep; Fair Isle, max 500 on 3-4 Oct; Ork, 400 North Ronaldsay 
29 Sep; max 150 I of May 28 Sep. 


Redwing Jurdus iliacus Breeding: Suth, 25+ prs; Ross/Inv, 30 territorial oo’ at 24 sites, 6 prs 
proved nesting; Aber, 2 birds showing agitation Upper Deeside 15 Jul. Winter-spring: Fair Isle, 
656 on 26 Mar; Aber, 1000 Altens 17 Jan; Arg, 1016 Toward Pt 21 Jan; Renf, 800 Fullwood- 
Uplawmoor 9 Feb; Bute, 2621 Gt Gumbrae 20 Jan; Ayr, 2900 Glengarnock-Barrmill 5 Jan. Autumn: 
Shet, thousands Fitful Hd 14 Oct, 1000 Whalsay 22-23 Oct; Fair Isle, 1000 on 22 Sep, 4000 on 
13 Oct, 1550 on 1 Nov, 2100 on 2 Nov; Ork, 1000 Rackwick 13 Oct; Ross, thousands Nigg Bay 
12 Nov; Aber, 1200 Girdle Ness 1 Nov; 2000 I of May 16 Oct; Borders, 1393 Tweedbank 6 Oct; 
Dunb, 1000+ E Endrick Mouth 7 Oct; Wig, 1000+ Kirkcolm 7 Oct; nos fell away sharply from 
early Nov. 


Mistle Thrush 7urdus viscivorus Breeding: O Heb, pr bred Stornoway Woods, 2nd recorded instance. 
Spring passage: more than usuai Fair Isle, daily 23 Mar-7 Apr, max 10 on 26 Mar; Ork, 10 Wideford 
Burn 31 Mar, singles at 8 localities 24 Mar-6 Apr. Autumn: fewer Fair Isle, 2 on 1 Oct, 20 Nov; 
Ork, 5 birds 25 Sep-24 Nov. Highest count: Perth, 70 Glenalmond 18 Aug. 


*Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata Three: Shet, 1 Out Skerries 18 Sep (CM); Fair Isle, 
singles 20-21 Sep (JAH, NJR), 23 Sep (TPA, KO). 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia No change in breeding nos recorded. Arrival: Borders, 2 
St Abbs 20 Apr; 21 Apr Ayr; 23 Apr Dunb. Autumn: Fair Isle, 5 singles 3-21 Sep, 2 on 22 Sep; 
Lan, 1 Possil Marsh 2 Oct. 


*River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis One: Fair Isle, 7 Jun (NJ & Mrs EAR). 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Breeding: considerable decrease noted for 2nd 
consecutive year Ross/Inv, Perth, Midl, E Loth (8 prs Scoughall where 17 prs in 1983), Borders, 
Renf; W Stir, 41 prs Twechar, 34 prs Dumbreck; Ayr, 108 territorial “o’recorded, including 34 New 
Cumnock. Arrival: Ayr, singles Doonfoot and Ailsa Craig 21 Apr; Lan, 1 Baron’s Haugh 21 Apr; 
23 Apr Arg; 25 Apr E Loth, Borders. Spring passage light: Fair Isle, max 3 on 23 May; max 7 
I of May 25 May. Autumn: very few Fair Isle, max 5 on 16 Sep; none I of May; last birds Midl 
where 2 Blackness 28 Oct; Borders, 1 Dryburgh | Nov. 


*Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola One: Fair Isle, 30 May (DB, PVH, NJR). 


*Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 4 in May, 27+ in Jun, 1 in Sep. Shet, 9+ from 3-15 Jun 
with 6 Quendale 6 Jun; Fair Isle, record nos for 2nd successive year, 1 on 22 May, then 14+ Jun 
with 9 on 6 Jun, 40n 12 Jun, 1 on 22 Jun; Ork, singles North Ronaldsay 4 Jun, 23 Sep, 2 Wideford 
Burn 11 Jun; Caith, 1 Noss Hd 22 May, |! Wick R 24 Jun; singles I of May 22, 29 May. 


*Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 6 in spring, 32 in autumn. Shet, singles Sumburgh 2 Jun, 
Uyeasound 3 Jun, 15 from 15 Sep-6 Oct with 3 Out Skerries 18 Sep; Fair Isle, singles 23 May, 
4 Jun, 12+ from 19 Aug-5 Oct with max 5 on 3 Oct; Ork, 1 Papa Westray 6 Jun, singles North 
Ronaldsay 18, 22-28 Sep; Perth, 1 Errol 10 Aug; 1 I of May 16 Aug; Borders, 1 St Abbs 2 May. 


*Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 36+ in spring, only 7 in autumn. Shet, 20 from 22 May-24 
Jun, 1 Whalsay 20 Sep; Fair Isle, 20-30 May, max 5 on 22 May, singles 6-10 Jun, 12-13 Jun, 24 
Aug, 9, 16-18 Sep; Ork, 2 Papa Westray 21 May, singles Sanday 25 May, 4 Jun, singles North 
Ronaldsay 10 Jun, 22 Sep; Caith, singles Wick R 28 May, 30 Oct; Aber, 1 Strathbeg 5-6 Jun; | 
I of May 16-17 Jun; singles Fife Ness 1 Jun, 16-21 Sep. 


*Subalpine Warbler Sy/via cantillans Two: Shet, o’ Lerwick 14 May (AFT & GF et al); Fair Isle, 
probable ? 25 May-1 Jun (DPB, NJR). 


*Barred Warbler Sy/via nisoria Poorest showing in recent years with only 36+ recorded from 16 
Aug-21 Oct: Shet, 11 from 25 Aug-22 Sep, 1 Kergord 21 Oct; Fair Isle, 8 from 24 Aug-22 Sep, 
max 3 on 17 Sep; Ork, 7 from 9-23 Sep, 2 North Ronaldsay 17 Sep; O Heb, 1 Benbecula 11 Oct; 
I of May, 6 from 16 Aug-7 Oct, max 3 on 25-27 Aug; | Fife Ness 23-25 Aug; Borders, 1 Burnmouth 
29-30 Sep. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sy/via curruca Continued increase in breeding population. Banff, 2 juvs trapped 
Clochan 14 Jul suggests local breeding; Aber, nest with 4 juvs Blairs; Midl, 24 singing oo E Loth, 
5 singing © o’Aberlady; Borders, bred 2 sites; Renf, 5 prs Dykebar-Brownside Braes; Lan, 2 juvs 
trapped Dungavel 5 Aug; Ayr, 6 prs plus 5 singing oo’; Dumf, 2 singing oo’. In addition to above, 
many other birds were seen in suitable breeding habitat during summer. Arrival: Ayr, o° Heads 
of Ayr 25 Apr; 29 Apr Fair Isle, E Loth. Spring passage: Fair Isle, max 8 on 24 May, 4 Jun. Autumn: 
Shet, 5 Whalsay 22 Sep, 5 Out Skerries 22 Sep; Fair Isle, 27 Aug-2 Nov, up to 7 on 4 Sep-3 Oct; 
Ork, 5 North Ronaldsay 17 Sep; last one Fife Ness 11 Nov. 


Whitethroat Sy/via communis Breeding: decrease noted Ross, Perth, Midl, E Loth, Renf, Lan, 
Arran, 21 prs (32+ prs in 1983). Arrival: Ayr, o’ Heads of Ayr 25 Apr, o’ Lady Glen 25 Apr; 27 
Apr Midl, E Loth, W Stir. Spring passage: Shet, 20 Grutness 29 May; Fair Isle, 8 on 22 May. 
Autumn: very few with no more than 2 birds reported at any site; last one Caith, Wick R 30 Oct. 


Garden Warbler Sy/via borin Breeding: spreading Inv, Nairn, Moray, Banff; good nos Borders; 
W Stir, 26 singing o Oo L Lomondside Inversnaid-Millarochy; Ayr, 60 singingo’ o’recorded. Arrival: 
Ayr, Heronsford 29 Apr; 1 May W Stir. Spring passage: Shet, 7 Quendale 7 Jun; Fair Isle, max 
21 on 2 Jun; Ork, 5 North Ronaldsay 4 Jun. Autumn: Shet, 14 Out Skerries 15 Sep; Fair Isle, 
max 21 on 25 Aug, 16 on 16 Sep; Ork, max 10 North Ronaldsay 18, 22 Sep; max 16 I of May 
22 Aug; last one Borders, St Abbs 9 Nov. 


Blackcap Sy/via atricapilla Breeding: good nos noted in many areas; Ayr, 77 singing o’ o’‘recorded. 
Spring passage: Fair Isle, max 15 on 22 May; elsewhere low nos. Autumn: Shet, 37 Whalsay 4 
Oct; Fair Isle, max 50 on 4 Oct, last 2 on 1 Dec; Ork, 11 Stromness 27 Oct; Caith, 25 Wick R 
30 Oct; max only 6 I of May 15 Nov; Borders, 7 St Abbs 25 Oct. Summary of winter records: 


Jan Feb Mar Dec 
North (Shet-Inv) - - - 15 
Central (Moray-Forth/Clyde) 14 13 - 1 
South (Forth/Ciyde-Borders) 16 10 9 14 


42 


*Arctic Warbler Phy/loscopus borealis Four: Fair Isle, Ist yr 3 Sep (PVH, KO, NJR), Ist yr 14-17 
Sep (PVH, KO, NJR), 1 on 15-22 Sep (PVH, KO); Ork, Ist yr North Ronaldsay 23 Sep (SJA, KFW). 


*Yellow-browed Warbler Phyl/oscopus inornatus Best year since 1981 with over 100 birds 15 Sep-13 
Nov: Shet, 50-60 from 15 Sep-31 Oct, 8 Out Skerries 22 Sep, 6 Whalsay 22 Sep, 3 Quendale 22 
Sep, 7 Kergord 2 Oct; Fair Isle, 30+ from 15 Sep-22 Oct, max 12 on 22 Sep, 10 on 2 Oct; Ork, 
15+ from 21 Sep-28 Oct, 4 North Ronaldsay 23 Sep; Ross, 1 Conon Bridge 6-14 Oct; I of May, 
1 from 5-11 Oct; E Loth, 1 Barns Ness 3 Oct; Borders, 1 Burnmouth 10-13 Nov. 


*Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli One: Shet, Ist w Whalsay 7 Oct (CM). 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix Breeding: BTO survey produced more detailed coverage than 
usual although no definite change was noted in most areas: Suth, 11+ prs; Inv, 15 singingo’o’ 
Glenurquhart; Midl, 6 prs Roslin Glen; Borders, 43+ prs; Dunb/W Stir, estimated 300 prs L Lomond 
catchment area; Ayr, 34 singing oo ; Kirk, 74 prs inc 36 prs Wood of Cree. Arrival: Borders, 
Eyemouth 19 Apr; 24 Apr Dunb; 26 Apr Arg, Ayr. Spring and autumn passage very light, last 
one Ork, Holm 3 Oct. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Breeding: no change noted; Ayr, mainly in S where 23 prs Culzean, 
17 prs Bargany. Spring passage: Fair Isle, max 6 on 22 Apr; Borders, 10 St Abbs 19 Apr. Autumn: 
Fair Isle, max 15 on 3 Oct; Ork, 4 Holm 6 Oct, 4 Wideford Burn 24 Nov. Summary of winter records: 


Jan Feb Dec 
North (Shet-Inv) 3 - 22 
Central (Moray-Forth/Clyde) - - 1 
South (Forth/Clyde-Borders) 3 - 12 


Dec birds in N included 6 Ork and 9 Caith; several birds seen Oct-Nov showed characteristics of 
tristis or abietinus. 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Breeding: no change noted. Arrival: Borders, Earlston 20 
Mar; 3 Apr Perth. Spring passage: Fair Isle, max 30 on 22 May; Ayr, 70+ Heads of Ayr 21 Apr, 
40 Ailsa Craig 22 Apr. Autumn: Shet, 51 Whalsay 15 Sep; Fair Isle, max 70 on 24 Aug; Ork, 30 
North Ronaldsay 18 Sep; max 150 I of May 22 Aug; last one Borders, St Abbs 18 Nov. 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus Breeding: reduced nos as a result of cold weather Jan-Feb noted Inv, 
Kirk, and probably elsewhere. Spring passage: Fair Isle, max 30 on 6-7 Apr; 100 I of May 18 Apr; 
Borders, 23 St Abbs 3 Apr; Ayr, 70 Ailsa Craig 22 Apr. Autumn: Shet, 25 Whalsay 4 Oct; Fair 
Isle, 29 on 23 Sep; Ork, 40 Hoy Lodge 22 Sep; E Loth, 25 Barns Ness 6 Oct; Borders, 120 St Abbs 
7 Oct. 


*Firecrest Regu/us ignicapillus Three: O Heb, 1 Lewis from 1983-2 Jan (CFM, WAJC); 1 I of May 
18 Apr (I B-P, MPH); Borders, 1 St Abbs 23 Sep (BCF). 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Breeding: reduced nos noted Inv, Aber, Perth, Borders, Renf, 
Lan, Arran. Arrival: Aber, Ythan 25 Apr; 30 Apr Shet; 3 May Renf. Spring passage: Shet, 13 
Whalsay 23 May; Fair Isle, max 40 on 22-23 May; Ork, 7 South Ronaldsay 23 May. Autumn: Fair 
Isle, 24 Aug-9 Oct, never more than 3; Ork, 8 North Ronaldsay 21 Sep; last one Fair Isle 9 Oct. 


Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 3 in spring, 42+ in autumn: Shet, 30+ from 13 Sep-21 
Oct, 4 Sumburgh 16 Sep, 3 Whalsay 17 Sep, 3 Out Skerries 18 Sep, 3 Catfirth 19 Sep; Fair isle, 
singles 3, 10 Jun, 3 on 16 Sep, 5 singles 17 Sep-19 Oct; Ork, 9 from 18 Sep-16 Oct, 3 North Ronaldsay 
19 Sep; O Heb, 1 Grogarry Lodge, S Uist 15 Oct; 1 I of May 31 May, singles 27 Sep, 5 Oct; Borders, 
singles St Abbs 4-5, 7-9 Nov. 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca Breeding: increase noted; Inv, 17 prs nested Kingussie-Aviemore 
study area, 11 prs reared 52 young; Perth, 46 prs SW study area (30 prs in 1983), mbs 4.3; W Stir, 
4 prs Inversnaid; Ayr, 2 prs bred, 8 other occupied territories; Kirk, 9 prs Caldons Glentrool, 8 
prs Wood of Cree. Most known Scottish birds now breed in nest-boxes. Arrival: Perth, Inchture 
5 Apr; 21 Apr Midl, Kirk. Spring passage: Fair Isle, 6 on 22 May. Autumn: Shet, influx 13-27 
Sep when up to 7 several sites; Fair Isle, max 20 on 22 Sep; Ork, 25 North Ronaldsay 22 Sep; Aber, — 
10 Rattray 16 Sep; last one Borders, St Abbs 7 Oct. 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus Breeding: decrease due to hard winter noted Aber, Midl, E 
Loth, Borders but no sign of decline E Ross, Perth, Kirk. Largest counts: Ayr, 39 Lugar 7 Aug; 
Arran, 50 Auchencairn 8 Aug. 


Marsh Tit Parus palustris Reported from 13 localities CGS including 5 new sites; E Loth, 1 
Dunglass 8 Jan; Dumf, 1 Auchencairn 4 Feb. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus Breeding: no information from main population areas except no decline 
Kirk. Elsewhere: E Loth, 1 Ormiston 2, 5, 7 Jan, 26 Feb was Ist record for SO years; Borders, 
8 Ayton Castle 4 Aug; Dunb, 1 Endrick Mouth 6, 20 Mar; W Stir, 1 Croftamie 9 Sep; Lan/Ayr, 
pr Glenbuck L 23 Apr; Ayr, 5 Craigengillan 5 Jan, 1 L Fergus 12 Jul; Wig, 1 Whitefield L 8 Jan. 


Crested Tit Parus cristatus Inv, 3 prs L Garten study area (5 prs in 1983), little other indication 
of breeding population levels. 2 Glen Meanie, Strathconon, Ross 28 Oct were well outwith usual area. 


Coal Tit Parus ater No change noted; largest count 150 Glen Dye, Aber 22 Nov. 


Blue ne Gamneck! Ayrshire ) | Photo: B. McKechnie 


Blue Tit Parus caeruleus A mixed season suggested, but probably little overall change; largest count 
80 Hazlehead, Aber 17 Jan. 


Great Tit Parus major Little change in breeding nos; Moray, 55 prs Lossie Forest (73 prs in 1983). 
Count: 78 Buchlyvie, Stir 3 Jan. 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris Breeding nos similar to 1983; O Heb, none bred Stornoway Woods 
but pr present Sep; Caith, no trace of usual colony Thurso; Inv, 5 prs L Garten (5 prs in 1983); 
Midl, 3 prs Roslin Glen (3 prs in 1983); Renf, 7 prs Lochwinnoch RSPB reserve (4 prs in 1983). 
Migrant Ailsa Craig, Ayr 5 Jul was Ist for island. 


*Golden Oriole Oriolis oriolus Four %° : Ork, St Margaret’s Hope, South Ronaldsay 14 May; 
O Heb, Carloway, Lewis 23 Apr, Daliburgh, S Uist 8 Jul; Perth, Doune 15 May. 


Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio No breeding records. Outstanding spring passage with min 186 
birds mainly in N Isles. This overshadowed an above average autumn which provided 27 + birds. 
Spring: Shet, 70+ from 21 May-20 Jun, peaks 5 Dunrossness 23 May, 6 Fetlar 30 May, 4 Out 
Skerries 5 Jun, 5 Whalsay 6 Jun; up to 60 Fair Isle 4 May-20 Jun, 10 on 22 May, 20 on 5 Jun, 
35 on 6 Jun, mostly o o’up to 6 Jun, then more ° 9 ; Ork, 25+ from 22 May-10 Jun, max 3 Papa 
Westray 23 May, 3 Sanday 4 Jun; Caith, 13+ from 22 May-7 Jun, 5 Noss Hd 5 Jun; singles Moray, 
Banff 22 May; Aber, singles Strathbeg 22-27 May, Nigg 7 Jun, Lonmay 8 Jun, Crimond 11 Jun; 
5 I of May 22 May-10 Jun; Fife, 1 Balcomie 25-26 May; E Loth, 1 Barns Ness 23 May; Borders, 
singles Eyemouth 21, 22 May, St Abbs 25 May, 16 Jun. Autumn: Shet, 13 at 7 sites 31 Aug-S Oct, 
max 2 Whalsay 17 Sep, 3 Oct, then singles Out Skerries 18 Oct, Fetlar 2 Nov; Fair Isle, 3+ from 
17-23 Sep, 1 on 3-4 Oct; Ork, 4 singles 16 Sep-7 Oct; Caith, 1 Noss Fm 18 Sep; Angus, 1 Arbroath 
8-9 Oct; I of May, 1 on 23 Aug; | Fife Ness 17 Sep; E Loth, 1 Barns Ness 17 Sep. 


*Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor One: Fair Isle, o’ 2-6 Jun (NJR et al). 


Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor A poor year for N Isles where most records refer to migrants. 
Wintering birds much fewer. A total of c34 birds recorded throughout year. Summary of records: 


Wi keeM AM 2 dco CAS.) O: Nesp 
North (Shet-Inv) SA ON ae ales) LO lesa ein ohare MAR iano 
Central (Moray-Forth/Clyde) SUITED Vue aie et a fee ete Bla x ote ncaa iN : Aa 
South (Forth/Clyde-Borders) SANDRO Na ne ene Minn wy iam eee hee, a) 


A bird ringed at Insel Trischen, W Germany 11 Oct 1983 was controlled Sanday, Ork 30 Mar — 
only the 2nd foreign-ringed Great Grey Shrike to have been recovered in Britain, the other having 
been from Norway. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius Breeding population appears to have been little affected by high nos of 
Oct-Nov 1983. E Loth, 4 Dirleton 27 Jan, 4 Seacliff early Feb, 2 Tyninghame 1 Feb, 2 Gosford 
6 Apr, but only report later was 1 Tyninghame 17 Dec; Borders, 6 Eyemouth 19 Jan, 8 Abbey 
St Bathans 26 Feb were away from the usual areas. Count: Perth, 30 Edradynate Estate 17 Dec. 


Magpie Pica pica Some population increase and range expansion evident Inv (Spey Valley), Perth, 
W Loth, Arg, N Ayr. Count: Ayr, 32 Brisbane Glen 15 Feb. 


Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax Shet, 1 Whalsay 6-9 Feb is only 2nd record for Shet; Arg, highest 
count 39 L Gruinart 28 Sep. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula Counts: O Heb, 68 Eochar, S Uist 21 Jan, SO Carloway, Lewis 17 Mar 
was far in excess of local population, 9-11 St Kilda 13 Apr, 3 on 28 Jun; Caith, 3000 Olrig Hill 
9 Nov; 2000 Lanark CP 26 Feb. Birds showing characteristics of Scandinavian monedula: Ayr, 
singles Pow Burn 27 Oct-5 Nov, Barassie 28 Oct. 


Rook Corvus frugilegus Breeding: Midl, 727 prs; W Loth, 1645 nests at 20 sites in 10 km sq NTO7 
(1367 in 1983); Borders, 461 nests at 8 sites; Renf, 722 prs Kilmacolm (889 prs in 1983). Counts: 
Caith, 5000 Olrig Hill 9 Nov; Ross, 5000 Invergordon Oct-Nov. 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone Counts: Arg, 350 L Feochan 27 Oct; Renf/Ayr, 172 Uplawmoor- 
Fullwood 9 Feb. 
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Raven Corvus corax Breeding: Ork, 27 prs Mainland, 45 young reared from 14 successful nests; 
E Ross, | pr on coast were only known breeders; 16 prs Arran. Counts: Shet, 79 Fitful Hd 29 
May; 40 Fair Isle 31 Mar; Ork, 65 Twatt 1 Sep. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris Counts: Aber, 30,000 Artrochie 25 Feb, 10,000 Slains 18 Nov; Mid], 10,000 
Moorfoot Fm 1 Jul; Renf, 13,000 Lochwinnoch 18 Nov; Lan, 20,000 Viewfield, Hamilton 4 Mar, 
13,000 Lambhill, Strathhaven 23 Nov. 


*Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus Four: Ork, ad Hoy 5-7 Jun (KF); O Heb, ad Ranais, Lewis 
3-4 Aug (CFM), ad Hirta, St Kilda 7-13 Aug (MA, PRM); Arg, ad Fionnphort, Mull 13 Jun (RFC 
et al). : 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus Counts: Ork, 400 North Ronaldsay 14 Dec; Midl, 500+ Blackford 
Glen 22 Jul. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Counts: Aber, 80 Cruden Bay 18 Mar: E Loth, 80 Craigielaw 8 
Dec; Borders, 200 Reston 1 Jan-4 Feb; Renf, 180 Bishopton Nov-Dec; Ayr, 180+ Highfield 26 
Oct, 130 Doonfoot 6 Dec. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Breeding: Midl, 59 territories Roslin Glen (48 prs in 1983). Counts: 
Inv, 1000 Drumnadrochit 7 Jan; Aber, 500 Rathen 28 Jan, 550 Bogendreip 6 Nov; W Stir, 550 
Banton 4 Jan; Lan, 1500 Condorrat 6 Jan, 500 Longriggend 28 Oct, 1000 Auldhouse 25 Nov; Ayr, 
700 Maybole 21 Jan. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla Summer: o’ singing Suth 11 Jun; Borders, 3 Preston 8 Jul, 1 
St Abbs 30 Jul. Winter counts: Midl, 300 Mountlothian 8 Jan, 600 Brunstane, Edinburgh 22 Jan, 
300 Seafield 25 Jan; Borders, 200 Hutton 8 Jan; Lan, 250 Plains 7 Jan, 350 Lesmahagow 26 Feb, 
200 Auldhouse 10 Mar; Ayr, 230 Ladykirk 18 Jan, 200 Rozelle 22 Jan. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris Counts: Midl, 600 Brunstane, Edinburgh 22 Jan; E Loth, 400 Kilspindie 
2 Jan, 300 Gullane 20 Jan; Borders, SOO Lamancha 23 Dec. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Counts: Fife, 70+ Lumphinnans 1 Oct; E Loth, 110 Aberlady 12 
Sep; Borders, 200 Mosshouses 13 Oct, 80 Langlee 11 Nov, 100 Portmore 11-28 Dec. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus Breeding: probably similar to 1983 overall. Counts: 235 Fair Isle 20 Sep; 
Ork, 200 Berriedale 19 Sep; Aber, 600 Kinord 4 Nov; Borders, 200 Melrose 8 Nov; Dunb, 250 
Endrick Mouth 9 Dec; Ayr, 300 ringed Kirriereoch-Tarfessock in year. 


Linnet Carduelis cannabina Winter counts: Aber, 500 Inverugie 15 Jan; Stir, 570 Kinneil 21 Jan; 
Midl, 800 Musselburgh 17 Oct; Wig, 800 Whitefield L 8 Jan. 


Twite Carduelis flavirostris Some increase noted in winter E Loth and Borders where normally 
uncommon. Counts: 400 Fair Isle 13 Aug; Ork, 300 Holm | Dec; Arg, 264 L Gruinart 28 Sep. 


Redpoll Carduelis flammea Mixed reports for breeding season, but no positive change suggested 
overall. Winter: Aber, 400 Kinord 17 Nov. Mealy Redpoll C f flammea: over 90% of birds seen 
in N Isles belong to this race. Low nos in spring, higher in autumn: Shet, 75 Whalsay 18 Nov; 
up to 30 Fair Isle 19 Oct, 24 on 8 Nov; Ork, 100 South Ronaldsay 17 Nov; O Heb, 30 Barra 21 
Oct; Aber, 50 on 18 Nov included 12 Meikle and 12 Rattray; Borders, 28 St Abbs 15 Nov, 30 Old 
Cambus 15 Nov. 


*Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni Although several birds seen in N Isles showed characteristics 
of this species, only 3 were trapped. Shet, 2 Whalsay 21 Oct (BM); Ork, Ist w 9 Finstown 12 Oct 
(ERM, EJW). 


Crossbill Loxia curvirostra Breeding: population in many areas continues to increase, and breeding 
reports were more widespread. Nos were high and widespread in Suth, Aber, Perth, Borders, Ayr, 
Kirk, Wig. Large counts: Aber, 50 Millstone Hill 27 Oct; W Stir, 100 Carron Valley 19 Nov; Kirk, 
70 Bennan Forest 2 Nov. Unusual record of 6 over Sauchiehall St, Central Glasgow 8 Dec. 


Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica Breeding: Inv, 5 prs L Garten study area (6 prs in 1983); Aber, 
proven or probable breeding Glen Derry, Glen Dye, Tarland, Clachan Yell, possible also Glen Muick, 
Felagie. Counts: Inv, 40 Lynchat 4 Sep, 40 L Garten 21 Sep; Aber, 90 Invercauld 21 Oct. Outwith 
Inv/Aber: Banff, 2 Tomintoul 18 Feb, 6 Cullen 22 Dec; Perth, 12 Black Wood of Rannoch 26 May. 
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*Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus Good nos spring with 31 + , 38 in autumn. Spring: Shet, 
9 from 23 May-16 Jun; 13 Fair Isle 22 May-21 Jun, 4 0n 3 Jun; Ork, 6 from 22 May-2 Jun; Caith, 
1 Reay 27 May; Ross, | on 1 Jun; singles I of May 21-24 May, 4-6 Jun. Autumn: Shet, 20 from 
16 Sep-5 Oct, 5 Whalsay 17 Sep; 8 Fair Isle 26 Aug-3 Oct; Ork, 9 from 22 Sep-28 Oct; O Heb, 
1 St Kilda 8 Sep. 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Unusually large influx of Northern birds into Shet, Ork, Caith from 
Feb: Shet, 31 + from 4 Feb-7 Apr, main arrival 4 Feb when 5 Weisdale, 3 Yell, 2 Unst, 1 Scalloway; 
Ork, 2 Rackwick, Hoy 3 Feb, 4 Kirkwall-Stromness 5 Feb, many sightings till early Apr, 8 Kirkwall 
12 Feb; Caith, 2 Duncanshill 6 Feb, 11 more till 25 Mar. A smaller influx also occurred in Nov: 
Shet, 4 from 4-29 Nov; 5 Fair Isle 8-17 Nov. Largest count: Inv, 37 Insh Marshes 2 Dec. 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes Breeding: Perth, present Killiecrankie and Scone, 20 Scone 
31 Mar; Borders, possibly 2 prs Hirsel, pr Kelso. Other records: Shet, singles Whiteness 22 May, 
Unst 5 Jun; singles Fair Isle 25 Jan, 24 Mar, 1 Jul; Ork, singles Weyland 1 Feb, Hoxa 1 Nov. 
5 Botanic Gdns, Edinburgh, Midl 28 Mar was only count of more than 1 or 2 birds from elsewhere. 


Common Yellowthroat Fetlar, Shetland, June 1984 : Photo: Dennis Coutts 


*Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas One: Shet, ov Fetlar 7-11 Jun (Misses J & MG, DW 
et al) was Ist Scottish record. 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus Passage/winter: Shet, 15+ from 13 Sep-22 Nov, 5 Out Skerries 
5 Oct; 1 Fair Isle 5 May, 35+ from 16 Sep-8 Nov, 20 on 22 Sep, 5 Oct; Ork, | Burray 31 May, 
1 Westray 20 Sep, max 12 North Ronaldsay 21 Sep, | Stenness 12 Dec; O Heb, 1 St Kilda 23 May; 
Caith, 2 Maidens Pap 25 Nov; 1 I of May 13-14 May; Fife, 1 Tayport 15-22 Jan; Midl, singles 
Musselburgh 12 Feb, 3 Mar, max 4 on 16, 23 Dec; E Loth, 1 Aberlady 17-18 Jan, 2 on 17 Oct, 
1 Barns Ness 27 Oct; Ayr, 2 Portencross 24-25 Jan. 


Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Breeding: Inv, pr in Cairngorms, birds also present 4 areas 
Lochaber, 5 0’ o’at one site. Passage/winter: Shet, 440 Dunrossness 23 Nov; 650 Fair Isle 1 Oct; 
Ork, 400 North Ronaldsay 28 Sep; Caith, 500 Scrabster Hill 4 Dec; Moray, 420 Culbin 20 Jan; 
largest count in S Scotland 200 Kippen Muir, Stir 7 Feb. 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Breeding: increase noted E Ross, Perth, Midl, E Loth, Borders. 
Counts: Banff, 160 Buckie 14 Jan; Aber, 150 Boyndie 5 Jan; Borders, 220 Dowlaw 16 Dec. 


*Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana Eight: Shet, singles Out Skerries 18-20, 22-23 Sep, Sumburgh 
20 Sep; Fair Isle, o’on 4 May, 9 on 29, 31 May, singles 7 Sep, 21 Sep-5 Oct; Ork, o° Papa Westray 
17 Jun. 


*Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica One: Borders, o’ St Abbs 23 May (WRB, MSC). 
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*Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla A good showing with up to 21: Shet, 1 Out Skerries 18-27 Sep, 
2 from 18-22 Sep (PME, CM, JDO), 1 Whalsay 23-24 Sep, another 2 Oct (CM), 1 Eshaness 4-7 
Nov (RG), 1 Scousburgh 14-18 Nov (DJW); Fair Isle, 1 from 15-20 Sep, 2 on 15-16 Sep (NB, PVH), 
1 from 18-23 Sep (PVH, NJR), 1 from 21-22 Sep, 2 on 22 Sep, 1 from 22 Sep-4 Oct (PVH, WS), 
1 from 22 Sep-1 Oct (PVH, NJR, WS), 1 on 23-24 Sep (PVH, WS), 1 from 2-7 Oct, 2 from 2-5 
Oct (PVH, WSM, KO), | from 7-14 Oct (SB, KO, NJR); Ork, 1 North Ronaldsay 21 Sep (SJA), 
another from 30 Sep-1 Oct (JJS); Inv, 1 near Inverness 16-21 Apr (SJA, CHC, Mrs CAM); Ayr, 
1 Portencross 22-26 Jan (JLB, BCF, RHH). 


*Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola Six: Shet, 1 Quendale 19 Sep (Sir RE-H); Fair Isle, 
1 on 8-9 Sep (DCo, KO, NJR), 1 from 17-22 Sep (KO, NJR), 1 from 22-24 Sep (NB, KO, WS), 
1 on 3-4 Oct (WSM, KO), Ork, 1 North Ronaldsay 18 Sep (MG et al) — all were 2 9 or imms. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus Breeding: nos were low in most areas with suggestion of further 
decline in several counties. Shet, 2 prs Unst, pr Fetlar, birds present 6 other sites; Ork, 17+ prs 
North Hoy, 15 prs Papa Westray; Ross/Inv, low nos Black Isle, L Garten; E Loth, decline to 3 
prs Scoughall (8 prs in 1982, 1983); Renf, 20 prs Lochwinnoch (34 prs in 1983); low nos Kirk. Counts: 
Caith, 40 Wick R 7 Aug; Moray, 30 Lossiemouth 30 Dec; Midl, 50 Brunstane, Edinburgh 22 Jan. 


*Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala One: Fair Isle, co on 4 Jun (NJR). 


Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra Breeding: the recent decline continues: Ork, population stable, 
with o’ North Ronaldsay 22 Apr being the first for several years; decrease noted Ross, E Loth, 
Borders, Lan (died out Summerston, Robroyston areas), Dumf; Ayr, 10 prs Prestwick area is stable. 
Counts, Aber, 105 Rathen 28 Jan, 100 Slains 29 Jan; Fife, 40 Anstruther 4 Mar; Ayr, 42 Ladykirk 
16 Dec. 
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ADDITIONAL BBRC DECISIONS 
Teal Nearctic A c carolinensis 1983 Shet, « Sandwater L 16 Mar-11 Apr (IS et al). 
Surf Scoter 1983 Inv, © Fort William 26 Jun (Mrs HY). 
Lesser Golden Plover 1983 O Heb, ad Pd dominica Peninerine, S Uist 2-6 Aug (Miss SA, MJC). 
Baird’s Sandpiper 1982 Aber, juv Rattray Head 26 Sep (CRM, LS). 
Iceland Gull L g kumlieni 1983 Shet, ad Lerwick 4-8 Feb (GB, CB, MSCh). 
Brunnich’s Guillemot 1983 Shet, dead West Burra 30 Oct (MGR). 


Stonechat Siberian S t maura/stejnegeri 1982 Fair Isle, ? /imm on 10-12 Oct (NJR). 
1983 Shet, ? /imm Cunningsburgh 20-23 Nov (AFTF). 


Greenish Warbler 1983 Arg, deal Mull of Kintyre 25 May (EJM). 
1983 Perth, singing o’ Aberfeldy 21-25 Jun (RHD, WM). 


Pallas’s Warbler 1982 Caith, 1 Halkirk 13 Oct (SL). 

1982 Aber, 1 Newburgh 13 Oct (CRM). 

1982 E Loth, 1 Dunbar 13 Oct (BR). 
Bonelli’s Warbler 1983 Shet, 1 Lerwick 27 Sep-8 Oct (MSCh et al). 
Rose-coloured Starling 1983 Borders, ad St Abbs 10 Jun (I & JG, PH). 

- 1983 Arg, ad Coll 9 Aug-4 Oct (RFC, JF). 
1983 Arg, 2nd s or ad Coll 11l-at least 17 Aug when killed by cat (RFC). 

Parrot Crossbill 1983 Ork, lst year O° North Ronaldsay 2 Oct (the late RAC). 
Rustic Bunting 1983 Shet, 1 Scalloway 2-3 Oct (CM). 
Little Bunting 1983 I of May, 1 on 30 Sep (JC, WM, DW). 


Yellow-breasted Bunting 1980 Shet, ° /imm Sumburgh 6 Sep (CRK). 
1981 Arg, °/imm Kenney, Tiree 5 Sep (IC, KEV). 


All above records have now been accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. Additional 
changes involving additional dates and rejections are listed below. 


Short-toed Lark 1977 I of May, | on 26 May was also seen 27 May. 


Greenish Warbler 1961 Fair Isle, 1 on 4 Sep now rejected. 
1966 Borders, 1 St Abbs 15 Oct now rejected. 


In addition to the above BBRC decisions, the following record has been rejected as the result of 
a review by the SBRC: 


Red-breasted Flycatcher 1972 E Loth, 1 Aberlady 23 Oct. 


CORRECTIONS TO 1983 SBR 
Additions: The following significant records were omitted from the 1983 report: 
Slavonian Grebe Fife, 62 St Andrews 8 Apr. 
Red Kite Shet, 1 Foula 28 Jan-1 Feb (DC) was Ist record for Shet. 
Amendments: The following corrections should be made: 


Goldeneye Wig, 67 L Ryan 14 Nov — count total was omitted. 
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Long-eared Owl omit Caith from in front of 10 Berstane. 
Short-eared Owl to read Ork, Mainland, single prs Hoy, Sanday. 
NEEDLE-TAILED SWIFT ON SOUTH RONALDSAY, ORKNEY 


At about 10.30 a.m. on Saturday, I1lth Jun, 1983, Dr. John Muir walked from his cottage at 
Quoyorally to the nearby cliffs overlooking Windwick on South Ronaldsay’s east coast. Within 
a few minutes a Swift-like bird rushed past him at great speed. JM immediately recognised the 
bird as something unusual but, not having binoculars to hand, he was unable to gauge the bird’s 
size. He could, however, see that it had a conspicuous pale area on it upper parts and another 
area of white which he thought might be on the rump. 

At 11 a.m., J. M. phoned me and described what he had seen. The presence of what was possibly 
a white rump suggested to me that the bird might be a Little Swift Apus affinis, but the pale back 
patch suggested Needle-tailed Swift Hirundapus caudacutus. I contacted John and Bobby McCut- 
cheon who went round and, together with JM, were able to obtain excellent views as the bird beat 
its way along the cliffs and circled up to several hundred metres inland. On one occasion it ap- 
proached so close that the spectators were obliged to duck! 

I arrived at the site about 3 p.m. and, with JM, walked to the cliff edge. Within minutes, the bird 
zoomed past just a few yards away and I was able to confirm its identity as a Needle-tailed Swift. 
Its speed and power were very impressive as it patrolled the cliff tops along a one kilometre stretch 
of coast, occasionally making its way inland to feed low over pasture amongst grazing cattle. 


Needile-tailed Swift Quendale, Shetland Scotland’s second Needle-tailed Swift 
June 1984 Photo: D. Coutts Quendale, Shetland, June 1984 
Photo: Dennis Coutts 


Description: A large, cigar-shaped swift with a short, square-ended tail. Flight extremely fast and 
powerful. Plumage basically blackish-brown, broken in three areas by white or pale grey. The chin 
and throat were pure white, the white extending across the forehead; the under-tail coverts were 
also pure white, the white extending forward along the rear flanks in the form of a letter “U’; an 
extensive pale-greyish area was present on the back, this area surprisingly being the most obvious 
in distant views. The wings appeared uniform dark brown, the white on the tertials, mentioned 
in some texts, not being visible. 
Later that afternoon the bird was also watched by C. J. Gone and C. J. Booth, whilst on the following 
day it was seen briefly by M. Tasker and W. Hewison; it was not found subsequently. 
This occurrence is the first for Scotland, and the fourth for Britain and Ireland, the others having 
been in Essex (Jul 1846), Hampshire (Jul 1879), and Cork (Jun 1964). A record from Fair Isle 
in Aug 1931 is no longer considered to be sufficiently well documented. Almost incredibly, Scotland’s 
second record followed in 1984 with one at Quendale, Shetland from 25th May to 6th Jun. 
E. R. MEEK, 

‘Smyril’, 

Stenness, 

Orkney. 
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Publication 24th March 1986 


Birds in Scotland 


by VALERIE M. THOM 


In the thirty-three years since Baxter & Rintoul’s two volumes, The Birds of 
Scotland, were published much has happened in ornithology generally, and 
birdwatching in Scotland is a far more widespread and, perhaps, more earnest 
pursuit. More to the point, the numbers and distributions of many species have 
changed, in some cases very considerably, since the days of Dr Baxter and 
Miss Rintoul. 


There can be few as well qualified as Valerie Thom to review the changes that 
have taken place in recent times and to report on birds in Scotland today. In 
preliminary chapters, among her themes are habitats, conservation, 
birdwatching, and the changes in species’ status and distribution. Then follows 
the species accounts, the backbone of the book, reviewing the period 1950—83 
for breeding, resident, wintering and passage birds, with brief summaries of 
earlier data. There are additional records of rarities and vagrants 1983-85. 


The major species accounts are complemented by 173 distribution maps and 
many tables and diagrams of relevant data, and there are 129 species 
drawings by a team of artists under the editorship of Donaid Watson, who also 
contributes chapter headpieces and other drawings. A section of photographs 
illustrates the varied habitats of Scotland today. 


400 pages, 26.5 x19cm, £24.00 net 
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